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At Bianchi, we handmold the
leather around a replica of your
handgun. Form fitting assures a
perfect gun-to-leather fit. It's one
of the important extras you get
when you buy Bianchi gunleather.
Although today we make holsters
and belts in thousands of models
for police, military and sportsmen
alike, we still craft our leather
products the old western way - as
if your life depended on it. That
means rugged durability. The look
of aualitv. And nerfect fit!

For further information on our
complete line of gunleather and
law enforcement products, see
your authorized dealer or send
$1.00 for our 1978 catalog. Write
Bianchi Catalog Offer, 100 Calle
Cortez, Dept. AH-l, Temecula.
California 92390.



.Join PMAto ImproveYour Shooting S kills

PMA members are a lready exchanging ideas and techniques that will provide
you with supplementa l skills and knowledge you need to enhance your chances
of survival in perform ance of duty. Join our thousands of satisfied members
who agree that PMA is the EXTRA EDGE for winning - on the job and in
matches. If you want to learn mor e, gain confidence, and ability to react,
we'll be proud to have you join us. Here 's why you should sign up today!

If you want to learn the "secrets" of champions and the techniques of expert fire arms
instructors . .. like Royce Weddle, Frank May , A llen Arrington , Tony Borgese
and many more . .. you are invited to jo in the Police Mark sman Assoc iatio n.
PMA's membership ro ll is growing rapidly because we police shooters are
special-a di fferent type of shoo ter fro m civilian co mpetitive shooters. For us,
Training and Competit ion go hand-in-hand .

Created exc lusively for Law Enfor cement Personnel and Officers, PMA is
Am eric a's first organization dedicated to improving an officer' s skills both as a
training supplement and for competition . There are a lot of po lice gro ups
around but none designed just for shoo ting and weapons training. Each of our
memb er benefits are aimed at serving you and helping you become a better
marksman .

STEP-BY -STEP HELP FROM THE PROS

i
\

Americcis onlyorganizationdedicated
solely to police weapons training
and competitive shooting.

The POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine - Available only to PMA M embers!
You 'll receive the only magazine written by police officers and be communicating, exchanging ideas , and learning from top

training experts for police shoo ters. Every issue of POLICE shooters and training officers across the country in_every page of
MARKSMAN is filled with info-about combat shoo ting, bull 's-eye POLICE MARKSMAN.
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You 'll receive the only magazin e written by police officers and
training experts for police shoo ters. Every issue of POLICE
MARKSMAN is fill ed with info-about combat shooting, bull 's-eye
shooting, and tra ining techniques you can put into action im­
mediately.

The champion s and the training experts combine their
talents . .. give away their "secrets" in professional " how-to" ar ­
ticles that guar antee to improve your shoo ting skills. You 'll learn
" How to Care for Equipment" ... " Ho w to Perfect Your
Stance" . . . " T he Effects of L ight o n Sight Align­
ment" .. . " Ways to Improve Your Aim and Your Draw" . You 'll

be communicating, exchanging idea s, and learning from top
shooters and training officers across the country in_every page of
POLICE MARKSMAN.

Try shooting after reading just one issue of POLICE MARKS­
MAN . This exciting, fact-filled magazine will give you all the ex­
tra-edge you need for job security and tra in ing . And for competitive
shooting, it will become as vital to reac hing a 1400 score as
speed loaders are! Complete your applicat ion card today and mail it
along with your dues so you can start enjoying all PMA ben efits .
Your cost to join is only about the cost of three boxes of target
amm o! There's even more . . .

AH- I

_ _ _ _ -'- State Zip _

NAME _

Title/Positioll

Street
City

o Yes! Enroll me as a member of PMA as indicated below. If I am not
completely satisfied. I will notify you and you will refund my dues.
o Full-Fledged Member: I yr.-$ 15-Eligible for all PMA Benefits
(open only for recognized law enforcement personncl.)
~~ Associate Member: I yr.-5 10 (THE POLICE MARKSMAN
Magazine only) Open to interested shooters.

Check one r . Dues enclosed: . Bill me
Charge my: MC# Exp. date----- -

BAC# Exp. date _
Bank on which account is drawn

Plus Get These Full-Fledged Member Benefits!

• PMA QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
• PMA MEMBERSHIP CARD- You will receive an official personal
membership card identifying you as a Full-Fledged Member.
• SPECIAL MEMBER BUYING SERVICE- To assist you in finding
difficult to locate equipment and to provide you with discount member
buying privileges.
• ELIGIBLE FOR PMA AWARDS- You become eligible for PMA'na­
tional recognition awards: The joerg-Sloan Trophy. The Police Marks­
man Awards and Postal Matches.
• PMA DECAL- You will be sent a handsome designed Police Marks­
man Association Decal for your car or shooting box.
Associate members receive POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine and
Newslette rs only.

You can Join PMA either as a Full-Fledged Member or an Associate
Member. In add ition to getting Police Marksman Magazine, as a Full­
Fledged Member you enjoy these extra benefits:

NOTE : Full-F ledged PMA membership available only to recognized
Law Enforcement Personne l and Officers.

.-----------------------------------------,I

~
POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION

-_____________________ 217 South Court Street
: Montgomery, Alabama 36104



January/February, 1979 Vol. 4 No. 1-14 GEORGE E. VON ROSEN
Publisher

FEATURES
NEW MONGOGRIPS BY HOGUE, James D. Mason
"K" SIGHTING THE WORKHORSE COLT, Joseph H. Gerard
"EL PRESIDENTE,"Jeff Cooper .
THE ASTRA CONSTABLE ... THE PPK LOOK-ALIKE, Clair Rees
THE .256 COMES BAC K IN A REVOLVER, Fred Massey .
DENVER ASSAULT COURSE , Ray Ordorica . . .
THE XP-100

IN THE BEGINNING, Mike Thill , , ,.
A SELECTION OF CUSTOM PISTOLS, Staff . . , ., ..
RON POWER : PUSH , PULL, BLAM! , Mason Will imans " ... ..
A GALLERY OF XP-100 CUSTOMS, Staff .
JO HN TOW LE'S T-N-T, Massad Ayoob .
CUSTOM XP-100 STOCKMAKERS, Staff , . .

DEPARTMENTS
INDUSTRY INSIDER, Massad Ayoob .
TROUBLESHOOTING YOUR HANDGUN , J. B. Wood
SILUETAS, Phil lip C Brigg s .

£11-SClMili~1-Jl~i ~~~~1 0 '

INDUSTRY INSIDER, Massad Ayoob .
TROUBLESHOOTING YOUR HANDGUN , J. B. Wood .
SILUETAS, Phil lip C Briggs .
CUSTOM SHOP, J K. Osgood .
AMMO SCENE, Evan P Marshal l
WHAT'S NEW
HANDGUN HUNTING , Geo rge Bred sten
COMBAT COURSE, Evan P Marshal l , .
PISTOLSMITHING, J B. Wood .
HANDGUN LEATHER, J D Jones
HAND LOADI NG, Dan Cotterm an .
SIGHT SETTING S, Lucy Cham bl iss

. . 16
20
22
26
28
32

34
36
38
42
44
48

6
7

10
13

6
7

10
13
14
31
52
54
56
58
62
66

This month 's cover shot is
gunsm ith Ron Power 's beau­
tifu l convers ion of the XP-100,
Photo by Dave Friend.

SThFF
JEROME RAKU SAN
Editor ial Director

MIKE THILL
Managing Editor

J t::H U IVtt:: H I-II'U " f -\l\j

Editor ial Director

MIKE THILL
Managing Editor

KEVIN E STEELE
Associate Editor

SYDNEY BARKER
Art Director

FERNAND O M. MARTINEZ
Graph ic Design

NICK POLCINO
Adv ertising Director

SUBSCRIPTION OFFICE; Mari lyn Bramson. 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200. San Diego, CA 92108 (714)
297-8523

EDITORIAL OFFICE: J . Rakusan, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 , San Diego, CA 92108 (714) 297-5352

NATIONAL ADV. OFFICES: 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego , CA 92108 (714) 297-8520

WEST COAST ADV. REPS.: Med ia Sales Assoc iates, P.O. Box 66906 , Los Angeles , CA 90066 (213) 822-5566

EAST COAST ADV. REPS.: Buchmayr Associa tes, 19 Birch Rd., Darien , Conn ., 06820 (203) 655- 1639

THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is published bi-monthly by Publishers' Develo pment Corp., 591 Camino de la
Reina, San Diego , CA 92108 . Second c lass postage paid at San Diego, CA 92108 and at add itional mailing offices .
SUBSCRIPTIONS: One year (6 issues) $9.95. Single monthly co pies $2.00. CHANGE OF ADDRESSES: Four weeks
notice requ ired on all changes . Send Old add ress as well as new. CONTRIBUTORS submi tting manusc ripts,
photographs or drawings do so at their own risk. Material canno t be returned unless accom panied by sufficient
postage . PAYMENT will be made at rates current at time of publ ication and will cove r reproduction in any or all
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine edition s. ADVERTISING RATES furnished on reques t. Reproduction or use ot
any portion of this magazine in any manner, without written permission, is prohibited . All rights reserved. Tille to this
publication passes to subscriber only on delivery to his address.

T A. VON ROSEN
Production Directo r

GLENNA EIDENMILLER
Advertising Production

RICHARD AYER
Advert ising Representative

TERRY WILLIAMS
Circu lation Director



LIGHT LOADTM
Most Effective Handgun
Shooting Aid Ever Designed!
There are dozens of thoughts and theories on how to improve one 's accuracy, but the common
denominator among them all is - practice. To become a better shooter yo u must shoot ... it's that
simpl e, or rath er, that expensive. Why, with the high cost of ammunition, a few hours on the range can
set a man back $100 or more and becoming a top notch marksman means a substantial investment - or
did , that is, unti l now.

Now there is a safe , economica l and effe ctive trai ning device tha t wi ll make you a bett er shooter and
won 't break yo ur bank in the process. It's called Light Load.

What is a Light Load?
Light Load is a prec ision engineered handgu n conversio n kit fo r dry firi ng that perm its accu rate

simulation of the handgun fir ing process. It wi ll improve you r sig ht alignment , gr ip , hand steadyi ng ,
tri gg er squeezing, follow-thru and hit record ing . The Light Load kit co nta ins an electronic cy linder
th at rep laces your gun's cy linder, a lens tube that slips into the barre l, a regu lat ion scale target
and instru ction brochure.

Name _

Address _

Barrell
21 /2"

4"
6"

4 5/8 "
6 1/2 "

2"
4"
6"

7 1/ 2"

7 in

Light Load will not
harm your handgun.

All Light Load components are coated .
They can be installed and removed any
number of t imes wit h absolutely no effe ct
on the gun 's performance or cosmetic
appeal.

Light Load for
law enforcement.

Any rangemaster or fi rearm s instructor
They can be installed and removed any
number of t imes wi th abso lutely no effe ct
on the gun's perfo rmance or cosmetic
app eal.

Light Load for
law enforcement.

Any rang emaster or firearms instr uctor
wi ll app laud the value of simulated handgun
fir ing as a training aid for poli ce or mi litary
off icers. Light Load gives recru its the oppor­
tun ity to learn the ins and outs of proper gun
handl ing with out risk of acc idental d is­
charge and resu lta nt inju ry. Assures com ­
plete safety and adds a rema rka ble dimen­
sio n of aut henticity to classroom firearms
instruction .

Models Available (Circle model(s) desired)
Gun Models Frame
13,1 9, 65, 66 K
13, 19,65,66 K
13,19,65,66 K
New Model Black Hawk
New Model Black Hawk
10, 14, 15,64,67 K
10, 14, 15,64,67 K
10, 14, 15,64,67 K

New Model Supe r Black Hawk

Light Load can be safely fired in
your living room.
The bur st of light that the Light Load un it emits is safe

to bot h shooter and byst and ers. Thi s safety feature makes
Light Load the fi nest device avail able to teach the enti re fami ly

proper handg un use, safety and et iquette. Plus, it per mits
regulat ion sca le target or co mbat shooting practi ce in the ho me with
the same handgun yo u are acc ustomed to firi ng on the range or in

the field .

Mgf.
S & W
S & W
S & W
Ruger
Ruger
S & W
S & W
S & W
Ruger.44

Cal.
.357

Kit contains all conversion
components including
regulation scale target and
instruction brochure.

r---------------------------,o Yes, I want to imp rove my acc urac y. Please send me Lig ht
Load (s) at the lim ited ti me offer pr ice of only $39.99 each plus $1.00 for
postage.

o Also inc lude pairs of Duracell "n" Batteries @ $1.49 pair. I have
enclosed my check or money order in the amou nt of $ . (Make
checks and money orders paya ble to : "Light Load")

Dramatically
Improves
Handgun
Accuracy!

A "
Handgun
Accuracy!

Light Load is perfectly accurate.
The Light Load lens tu be is spring loaded and self al igning so the image that yo u

see on the target appea rs at the exac t spot th at a bull et ho le would if you were
f iring a live round. Sight the gun exactly as you would normall y do wi th a
loaded weapon . If you are on w ith Light Load,you will be on with
shells in the gun .



By Massad F.Ayoob

ABOUT RUGERS, WILDEYS, AND 66'S

Industry
Insider

about th e delay. Insiders had told us that a
million rounds of ammo for these guns
were either in process or already manufac­
tured, something Olin's spokesmen now
denv . Th ev also oooh-oooh stories that

".45 and 9 mm Magnums
won't be out for a while . . ."

Speaking of sup er, high-power auto­
matics, it appears that th e long-heralded
Wildey .45 Magnum and 9MM Magnum
won't be out for a whil e. Production prob­
lems seem to have stalled the project.
Winchester is said to be a bit nervous

• • •

feature may some day be the basis of a
new generation o f Ruger Security-Six
double actions in the familiar. 357 Mag­
num version.

We don't know ye t what the new .44
DA will be called, and there remains a
chance that the Super Blackhawk will ap­
pear in stainless. One recurrent rumor is
that the stainless single action will be
brought out on a larger frame than the
pr esent one. We 'll tak e that one with a
grain of salt, but something bigger and
brighter and more rust resistant is defi­
nitely coming from Ru ger before too ter­
ribly long, even though Southport execs
are playing their informational cards close
to th e vest.

Measurable more in years than months
is what may be an even more exciting
Ruger proj ect: a larg eb ore, semi-auto­
matic pistol. It may be .4 5 ACP . .. or it
may be something more inn ovative. We
.J _ _ , ~ L _l: . L _ _ ...L _ I:: __ L _ _

to th e vest.
Measurable more in years than months

is what may be an even more exciting
Ruger proj ect: a larg eb ore, semi-auto­
matic pistol. It may be .4 5 ACP . .. or it
may be something more inn ovative. We
don't beli eve rumors th at the firm has
bought options to bu y a stainless steel .44
Magnum auto hand-built by a Michigan
inventor; he denies it, and so do they, and
besides, Bill Ruger prides himself on
using in-house designs . Whatever comes
our , though , is likely to be dynamite. It is
one of the most closely-guarded secrets in
the hand gun industry, and eve n we
haven 't nibbled all the way through the
wall of silence yet , but we 've picked up a
scent so tantalizing we'll keep trying .

supposedl y been confirmed by indepen­
de nt expe rime nters who took big-frame
Ruger Blackhawk. 357 Magnum single ac­
tions in stainless form, and bored them
our to .44 Mag.

Th e most startling news, which we have
finally be en able to confirm, is that pro­
totypes have been built of a Ruger Double
Acti on .44 Magnum. The gun resembles a
sta inless Security Six with six-inch barrel,
scaled up mor e or less proportionally. The
trigge r/trigger guard assembly appears
similar to th at of the familiar Security Six,
and may possibl y be interchangeabl e. Ac­
tion and gen eral feel are said to be better
than dece nt . . . quite nice , in fact.

Th e prototype Ruger double action .44
is som ewhat beefi er than the Smith &
Wesson Mod el 29 that now rul es that field
of handgunning. It weighs at least fifty
oun ces in six inch barrel size , compared to
aro und forty-six in the Smith. The cylin­
der is massiv e , with extreme ly thick walls
betw een chamb ers.

Mor e Ru ger news: the .44 Magnum
double action prototype purportedly has
a cylinder pin locking mechanism that
keep s this central axis motionless as the
chambers rotate throuzh all six cvcles: this

"Ruger will have a Double
Action .44 Magnum

'revolver . . ."
most anyone else, but not Ruger. This has

"Ruger will have a Double
Action .44 Magnum

'revolver . . ."

Some int er esting turns are being tak en
in Ru ger's quest for a stainl ess steel

.44 Magnum revo lver. We have had reli­
able reports that a singl e action Super
Blackh awk in stainless was to be read y to
roll by the end of 1978 . Som e close to the
Southpo rt, Connecticut firm 's decision­
mak er s have their doubts, though.

Word has reached us that sup er-secret
Ruger tests have shown that, with cylin­
ders of standard thickness, the stainless
ste el just isn 't as strong as the chrome­
mol ybdenum composition that has made
Ru ger's regul ar Super Blackhawk the
standard of the industry in .44 Magnum
durability and safety . Strong enough for
most anyone else, but not Ruger. This has

BALLISTIC SCIENCE FO R T HE
L AW EN FO RCEM ENT OFFICER bv
Charles G . Wilber, Colorado State
Un tu ., Fort Co llins. Top ics in clud e in­
terior, ex ter io r a nd termi nal bal listirs:
dum-d um bullets: sho tg uns: a nd prac­
tical co ns ider a tions. Ap pe nd ices dis ­
cuss bullet veloc ities, technical terms
for describin g bu llets. propellent pow­
de r technol ogy. a nd th e sta nda rd iza­
tion of po lice wea pons. '77 . 32-/ PI). (6
31-/ x 93 /4 ),86 il ., 26 ta bles. $27.2 5

Prepaid order s sent postp aid , on appro val

FIREARM S IDE NTIFI C ATIO N :
O ri ginal Phot ogr aphs and O ther illus­
trations of H and G u ns. Data on Ri­
fling Ch arac teristics of H and G u ns
and Rifl es. Volume III 17" J . H oward
Mathews. '73. 744 pp. (8 51S xII 1 /4).
]701 1I., 7 ta bl es, $80 .00
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O ri ginal Phot ogr aphs and O ther illus­
trations of H and G u ns. Data on Ri­
fling Ch arac teristics of H and G u ns
and Rifl es. Volume III 17" J . H oward
Mathews. '73. 744 pp. (8 51S xII 1 /4).
]701 1I., 7 ta bl es, $80 .00

THE DEFENSI VE USE OF THE
HA NDG U N: For th e Novice hi'
Mason Williams, Fi rearm s and Bal ­
list ic Consulta n t. L ib b», Mon tana.
T h is text presen ts Fun da m ent al infor­
mati on on the safe and cifecti\'{' defen­
sive use of ha nd guns by priva te
citizens . T he au thor offer s basic in­
struct ions for p urc has ing. loading a nd
firin g p isto ls a nd revolvers: ha ndg un
clean ing and e ire: cva lu.u ing th e co n­
d itio n of th e handgun : and p rac ticin g.
'78 , 240 pp.. 106 il.. cl oth-$11.50 ,
pa per- $6.95

COMBAT HANDG UN SHOOTING
by James D. Mason, Co ns ultan t . San
Dieg o Coun ty S /lPriff's Dept . , San
Diego , Californ ia . Forew or d by Bill
McMillan. A broad sco pe of handgun­
ning interests is cowred in thi s book .
including handl oadi ng ammuniti on.
co nd itio n ing a nd maintaining hand­
gu ns , a nd load a nd handgun selec­
tions. T he shoo ter 's basic ment al and
bodv processes tha t resul ti n effeet iv«
r o m ha t m ark sma nshi p a re · t h or­
ough lv expla ined. '76, 272 pp. (6 'J 14 .x
9 3 14), 59-1 i l. (26 in co lor ). 8 tables ,
$24.75

FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION: T he
Laboratory Examination of Sm all
Arms, Rifling C harac teristics in H and
Guns, and N otes on Autom ati c Pis­
tols . Volume I (2nd Pt g.) by J . Howard
Mathews. Fore tuord bv Julian S.
Hatch er. '7), -11 6 pp. (8 51S x 11 / /4 ).
644 i l., $5 1.50

FIREARMS IDENTIFI C ATIO N:
Original Photographs and Other illus­
trations of H and G uns. Volume II
(2nd Pt g. ) hy J. Howard Ma the ws. '7 3,
500 pp. (8 5 18 x 11 114 ), 'JlJ S i l..
$5 1.50



1Ioubleshoofu1g
Your HanQgun

I n 1968, our Wise Leader s dec ided that owning a tiny imported pistol such as the
Bro wning "Baby" wo uld turn an ot he rwise stable citizen irr e trievably to a Life of

Crime, and the importation of these nice littl e pisto ls was banned. Around 1972, Jim
Baue r had an exce llent idea: Why no t prod uce the little Browning in this country ?T hen
he had an even better idea: Why no t make it entire ly of stain less stee l? An arrange­
me nt was made with the Fabrique Narionale in Be lgium, and the Bauer .25 automatic
was born . .

Th e Bauer pisto l is, of course , simp ly a stainless stee l versio n of the Browning
"Baby." The parts will eve n int er change, a good thing to rem ember if the gunshop in
your area has parts for one, but not for the ot her. T he original des ign, by Val Bro wning
and the FN enginee rs, contains seve ral int er esting innovation s. One pro blem in a pistol
of this size is the limited space available for the recoil sp ring and guide . In thi s pis tol ,
the probl em was neatly solved by using two springs of different sizes, one. inside the
othe r. This recoil spring system is furt her refined by being a self-contained unit, so the
spr ings do n't go flying away when the gu n is taken down. It sho uld be not ed, though ,
that if the recoil spring unit is eve r lost or damaged, rep air can' t be made by simply
installing an ordinary single recoil spring. The act ion is balanced for the do uble spring,
and an original type must be used for proper func tio ning. Fortunately; replacement
parts are no problem. T hey' re available from most of the l arger guns hops, and fro m
Bauer, of cou rse .
111 f'"" \'; i.V U J.C .lU vv a.~ u c:'Ci.u y l ;)V l'V'C U ' uy U ;).l1.l0'l VVV ;" p d, U}5 ;) Vi ll1U'C;U:: 1JL .::hL'C:;" , v ut, J.11;)lUC U1 e

othe r. This recoil spring system is furt her refined by being a self-contained unit, so the
spr ings do n't go flying away when the gu n is taken down. It sho uld be not ed, though ,
that if the recoil spring unit is eve r lost or damaged, rep air can' t be made by simply
installing an ordinary single recoil spring. The act ion is balanced for the do uble spring,
and an original type must be used for proper func tio ning. Fortunately; replacement
parts are no problem. T hey' re available from most of the l arger guns hops, and fro m
Bauer, of cou rse .

Th is is a str ike r-fired pistol , a true hammerl ess, and the cocking indicato r is of
unu sual des ign. It con sists of a tub ular str iker spring guide which co ntains a central pin
and a small int ern al spring. Wh en the striker is forward , the small spring pull s the pin
inside the rear of the slide. Wh en the strike r is cocked, it pushes the pin out, to indicate
that the gun is read y to fire. This system doesn' t, of course, indicate whe the r the
cham ber is loaded. Th e gu ide /ind icato r un it is factor y-assembled, its end ro lled ove r to
re tain th e pin and spring, and no attempt sho uld be made to take it apa rt. If it is lost or
damaged , it sho uld just be repl aced with a new part.

T he pistol has a magazine safety, to prevent firing whe n the magazine is Out of the
gun, and this one is int er connected to othe r parts in the mec han ism in such a way that
removal is not feasible . It could, however, be altered to cance l its operation, without
affect ing other parts . Keep in mind , though, that this alteration wo uld not be reversible ,
without replacem ent of the part. Perhaps, on a pisto l of thi s size, which might be used
frequently by those not extensively acquainted with firea rms, a magazine safe ty might
have some value . For my own use, I prefer a pi stol to be ope rational, eve n when the
magazine is lost or damaged. Th at way, in a surv ival situation (or a se rious soc ial
encounter) the loss of a magazine does no t leave me with a useless collection of part s. A
single sho t pisto l is better than none at all.

Th er e are no flat springs in thi s gun , unless you count the positioning te nsion of the
manual safet y as one. Some of the ro und -wire spr ings have rather esoteric shapes , but
this is no cause for worry, as the ready availability of part s makes handmade duplicat ion
unnecessary. Th e original gr ips will be eithe r wood or synthetic mother-of-pearl. T he
left gr ip panel has a narrow ledge at the top, above the safet y lever, and this has been
known to chip off. Both grips are recessed on the back (inside) to accommodate the
safety lever on the left , and the trigger bar/d isconnecror on the right. T he gr ips are not
likely to crack in normal use, but they are susceptible to imp act breakage if the pisto l is
dropped . T his is espec ially true -of the acrylic plast ic material in the synt hetic pea rl type.

Mv own Bauer .2 '5 is somew hat alte red fro m the o riginal narrern . Th e wood grins

}. B. Wood's book, TROUBLESHOOTING YOUR HANDGUN, published by DBI, is
auai lable f rom GUNS MAGAZINE Book Department , Suite 200, 59 I Camino de la Reina,
San Diego, CA 92108, for $5.95 , postpaid. The book gives similar details on 8 7 A merican
alld fo reign haruiguns. These monthly colU1Il1IS are aff neu/ mat erial, and are not in cluded in
the present edition of the book. By J. B. Wood

T his Month:

The BAUER .25 AUTO

\
"'--

\
"'--

The Bauer Stainless Steel .25 automatic.
The one shown is the author's own gun,
and has been modified by removal of the
sights and thinning of the grips .

The manual safety level (arrow) is its own
posi tioning spring, but it is not fle xed
enough in normal operation to make
breakage likely .

The Bauer .25 pistol, field-stripped .

The recoil sorin« assemblv (top ) has two



" COLD TEMPERATURE" TEST BY A LEADING
INDEPENDENT LABORATORY

"Colt "0" frames may not be
dropped ..."

"Colt " 0 " frames may not be
,.1..,.. ......0 ,.1 "

in the field, and in between at the dis-
tri butorships are saying go od th ings about
S&W workmanship since a certain non ­
firearms-ori ented execut ive was imported

to take over that firm's qua lity control
functio ns. It may not be where it was in
1955 , but it 's inch ing up. To und erstand
the difference, yo u have to talk to a
stockholder in S&W's parent corporation,
Bangor Punta, who has access to official
data on how much Smith & Wesson hand­
gun production has increased over past
years . We're talking multiples, not per­
centages . Yet there hasn 't been tha t much
auto mation, that much movement of little
operati ons like service and engraving out
of the main plant, or that much increase in
personnel. Three shifts then should n't
have produced all tha t much less than
th ree shifts now in close to the same
product ion space, yet looking at the dif­
feren ce in unit Out put would make you
gasp for bre ath .

• • •
Co lt 's recent anno unceme nt that all

of the "D" fram e revolvers would be
dropped, may or may not be operative.
Word is that the Di amon dback and Detec­
tive Special may still be around for a
while, if not in their pr esent state, at least
c c c t"'\p ri'.l l i rp m c;: Th'.lt rn a v hp O"()rH -l npw<;:

gu ns and go ing to our experts, Industry
In sider con cluded that the differen ce is '
th at the gas rings are now being solidly
swedged into the cylinders, instead of just
pr ess-fitted as they were before . T his
makes for a much tighter fit that seems to
redu ce or eliminate the Model 66s previ­
ous -rendency for the gas ring to either
expand or move or both, causing cylinder
freeze. We torture-tested a couple of the
latest 66s in ind epen dent tests using some
of the hottest .357 Magnum 158-grain
ammo on the market (Fe de ral) and
couldn' t make them jam.

We examined and test-fired ten recent
produ ction stain less Combat Magn ums.
All we re b rand- new revo lvers , ha lf
marke d "66" and half marked "66-1," the
designation given to the Model 66 after
the gas ring was moved to the yo ke .
Nevertheless, all had the gas rings on the
cylinders, whi ch in dicated two things,
these bein g bran d-new revolvers on mid­
1978 order: that Smith has go ne back to
the plain "66" desi gnation for current
production guns with cylinder-mounted
gas rings , and that som e of the frames
marked 66- 1 were fi tred with the
improved , third -genera tion cylinder
assemb lies.
. Despite all that, the re are indications
that quality control at Smith & Wesson
may be improving. Peop le in the factory,
in the field, and in between at the dis­
tri butorships are saying go od things abo ut
S&W workmanship since a certain non ­
firearms-oriented execut ive was imported

(Continu ed fr om page 6)

backing the Wild ey manu factu ring opera­
tion , which goes contrary to a lot of
rumor-mon gering that has been going
aro und in Gun Valley. T here is, however,
no do ub t that Wi nchester execs are less
than happy with the foot dragging in what
was, not long ago, a fou r-star project.

• • •
Smith & Wesso n's Mode l 66 stain less

Co mba t Magnum has recently entered its
th ird stage of developm ent . T he first
Model 66s developed some problems.
Because stainless steel reac ts differently
to the heat and buffeting ge nerated by
.357 Magnum rounds go ing off at 30,000
po unds per square inch press ure than
does chro me-molybdenum steel in the
4140 alloy most commonly used by gun­
makers, the early stain less Combat Mags

INDUSTRY INSIDER

displayed a ten denc y for certain of the ir
parts to expand or loosen just enough that
vital to lerances would be closed, and parts
would bind.

The problem was traced to the gas ring,
that inn ocuou s littl e part that looks like a
washer and is located where the cylinder
meets the yoke it swings out of the frame
on. S&W de cided that by moving the gas
ring to the yoke from the cylinder, they
could eliminate the problem. This was

, The proble~'was traced to th~ gas ring:
that inn ocuou s littl e part that looks like a
washer and is located where the cylinder
meets the yoke it swings out of the frame
on. S&W decided that by moving the gas
ring to the yoke fro m the cylinder, they
could eliminate the problem. This was
done . . . and because the problem had
been known to happ en with the blue-steel
Model 19, though with far less freque ncy,
somebody at Smith & Wesson dec ided to
put the gas ring on the yoke on all the
K-frame guns.

This was do ne some time ago . But the
gas ring on the yoke wasn't mu ch of a gas
ring at all, and it wasn 't too great at per­
forming its primary purpose, which was
keeping gunpowder debris from blowing
up through the channel in the center axis
of the cylinder, whe re it could accumulate
under the ejector star and cause enough
layers of fouling that the cylinde r even­
tually wouldn't close. O r worse, wo uld
close but wo uld be so jammed with gunk
that it wouldn't rot ate and shoo t when the
trigger was pulled.

Th e probl em , clearly, had been on ly
changed . Accordingly, Smith & Wesson
reverted seve ral mon ths ago to the proven
gas-ring-on-the-cylinder concept . Had
the y gone back to the old problem as the
lesser of two evils, or what ?

No, they hadn't . We checked with
S&W's spokesmen, and the y would only
tell us that the gas ring was indeed back on
,.h p l("_f r '.lm p r,, 11nrl p f"1;: h ll t" r h'.l t' it h '.lrl

"Smith and Wesson Model 66
entering third stage of

development .. ."

Foot .. Skin
Temperature

60
30
30
30
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22 CAL. PELLET
FIRING

o
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-50
-70

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

$7.95

ii
n

===,=~
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R evolv er Cleani ng Kit. Removes leading from
For ci ng Co ne , Cylinder. and Barrel. Avatla ble
in either 38-41-44- 4,; cal. B r a ss cl ot h paches
(P k . 10) S1.50. Or der di rect or fr om your
deale r . Check or Mo ney Or der .

.A'hb GUN SPECIALTIES INC.
~ College Park, Geo rg ia P.O, Sox 31

Bath Temperature OF

SEMI­
AUTOMATIC

MACHINE PISTOL
10ROUND· SIDE MOUNTED CLIP
FREE: TargBt &50 Reuseable Pellets
Not Sold InNew York City · No Permit Required

This rapid fire 22 Cal "Commando" type machine
pistol looks like the famous, hard-hitting weapon so
popular with combat attack groups. The side
mounted, detachable , ten round clip sprays pellets
Into the target as fast as you can pull the tr igger .
Only $3.95 plus 65d for postage and hanol ing
INCLUDING FREE TARG E'T & PELLETS. Com­
plete satisfaction guaranteed or your money
promptly refunded.

Here is a replica of the I'JSllllllO'l"fl' lnS

G.I . Mickey Mouse boot ••0000IO"-.....'

that will let you enjoy ~:',Ill D
yeaTs of cozy warm foot ::::::':,1:
comfort no matter what '111 C(~
the temperatur e - r ight :::.ClC
down to 70 below zero. ~.j.

~:i\;~:a:O~oro~a~~n~;neg~ I
ice f is hi ng. out door
work . And they are buil t
rugged-to last and last

whil e cuddli ng your feet in bedroom sli pper
comfort and fi replace warmth.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEEO
Just check the table and see if these are not
" just what the doctor ordered." Order today.
You must be pleased- -the y must be " the best
you've ever had", or just return them after 10
days tr ial for a full purchase pr ice refund. Fair
enough. And they cost only $19.95 plus $2.25
postage and handling . Give us your regUlar shoe
size and we guarantee fit. For COD send $2 good
wi ll deposit and pay balance plus postage and
handlin g to postman when your boot s arri ve.

HONOR HOUSE OEPT 527BX83 LYNBROOK, N.Y. 11563

. . . Based on actual wear test and worn with a wool
sock. with a thermocouple att ached to the big toe

and ankle:

THE LEWI S LEAD REMOVER ~
enough. And they cost onlY :li19.95 P iUS sz .zo
postage and handli ng. Give us your regUlar shoe
size and we guarantee f it. For COD send $2 good
will deposit and pay balance plus postage and
handlin g to postman when your boot s arr ive .

HONOR HOUSE OEPT 527BX83 LYNBROOK, N.Y. 11563

5UB-ZERO
THERMAL
BOOTS





Siluetas

Looking through the results for shoots
/, /, .... r

"Poor hits with the .357
Magnum just won't do the

. b "10 •••

of a body in motion. Momentum is simply
mass times velocity, and mass (in pounds,
here) is weight (also in pounds) divided by
the acceleration of gravity (32.2 feet per
second squared). The units, which seem
odd, drop out of the calculation. You can
calculate momentum simply from your
hand y dandy ballistic tables by dividing
the energy given for a particular bullet (at
the range of interest) by one-half the vel­
ocity given for that range.

To give you some feel for what will do
the job, I'll run down through the car­
tridges available in revolvers, autos, and
single shots. With the above information
you can also check out your favorite load .

For revolvers, the .3 57 Magnum is
about the lower limit for effectiveness on
the rams . None of the cartridges available
in production guns really flatten them,
they just slowly tip over, but poor hits
with the .357 won 't always do the job .

some targets . Lower values will leave
more standing.

To digress a minute, let me explain the
threshold value and the units. It looks
awful small, right? Well, that's because
gun scribes heretofore have used pounds­
weight in their calculations, not pounds­
mass as the physicists define this property

"Cartridge selection for
silhouettes involves power,
trajectory and recoil ..."

By Phillip C. Briggs

D ale's glued to the binoculars. "An­
other hit," he mutters around the

stu b of a big cigar.
With a little kick I sit up, reach over the

XP with my left hand and open the action.
"Where about's this time ?" I inquire as I
load another round. I'm not doing too
well, six hits so far and not a single ram
down . Doesn't look like this load is going
to work.

"Maybe six inches down from the top of
the back, centered east-west."

"O K, well, I'll come up some. more ."
I'm trying to tip one over with a high hit,
but my margin for error is getting smalL
Back into shooting position, the XP snug­
gled tight against my hips, sights carefully
aligned, and a slow squeeze.

"Miss, just over the back ."
"Well, it doesn't matter - either way it

looks like I'm going to get goose eggs. "
The XP's neat, but it iusr doesn 't hit hard
but my margin tor error is getting smaiL
Back into shooting position, the XP snug­
gled tight against my hips, sights carefully
aligned, and a slow squeeze.

"Miss, just over the back ."
"Well , it doesn't matter - either way it

looks like I'm going to get goose eggs ."
The XP's neat, but it just doesn 't hit hard
enough at 200 meters.

Th ere are three things to consider when
selecting a cartridge for silhouettes:
power, trajectory, and recoil. They're in­
terrelated, of course, but the best car­
tridges for the game will maximize the
first, and minimize the last.

One of the appeals of the silhouette
game is that it gives the magnum pistol
shooter a worthy target on which to prac­
tice his craft·. In fact, it requires big bore,
high performance pistol cartridges to reli­
ably score on sheep - which are the har­

.dest to knock down being the heaviest
target and the farthest away.

I've done some limited testing and re­
search on what it takes to score on rams,
and based on that I've leapt to the conclu­
sion that the momentum the bullet pos ­
sesses is the key factor, and further, that
th e threshold value for 100 percent,

CARTRIDGES: FROM THE MINIMUM .357
MAGNUM TO THE .44 SUPER BLACKHAWK
AND XP-100 VARIETIES.

LBTI~1]](Q)lP
GUNSTOCKS

TJlis rig wasdesigned for Jer ry Usher,
O' iC of the f ive u.s. tcam mem bers
wh o competed i" the 1977 Wo rfd
1.1>.5 .C. Ma rch.
n« lioi ster [easvres a III/ it/fi e "ew
adjustable tension dev ice w ~l icJl

ho lds th e glHl secu rely. ye t doe s Il o t

re,trie l the d raw. The holst er carl be won! us a crossdraw or ill the
c01JVe" t iollal mamler. The fl~ comes comp lete with Holster , dou ble
m ag.uine pouc h, co ntou red 1 ~ " p at/'s bel r with boo t st itch. Mad e
f or 45 A CP mid Browning Hi Pow er. T I,i s ,i~ i.~ custo m m ode ,m el is
the f itlest available O ~l tile m arker. A vailable in Br oum o r R ou~JlO ut.

If Black is desired add 115.00. Right or Left h,md ed. No C.O .D. 's
ple ase. Add 5% f or postuge and halldl illg. Califu m icl. residen ts add 6'}{
sales tax .

III ••• "

Rifles: bolt, lever , slide and automatics.
Shotguns: pumps, automatics, singles,

doubles (boxlocks and sidelocks) and double rifles.

Send $2.00 for our illustrated color catalog (with
refundable coupon) showing our full line of semi ­
finished and finished Standard and Custom stocks
for domestic and imported firearms . Money back
guarantee.

E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC.
BOX 7, WARSAW, MO. 65335 DEPT. AHG-7-A

,,' 01\p'" ....'\ j».y "
\ .. P. 'iY .......i..()\.""'" . ~ 't c'\

E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC.
BOX 7, WARSAW, MO. 65335 DEPT. AHG-7-A

$82.50
Price comp lete

as shown
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Old Style Single-Action Revolvers

Limitations on Use:
1. Regardless of the position of its hammer, an old style single-action revolver with a

loaded chamber under the firing pin may discharge if accidentally dropped or struck
on the hammer.

2. The safety notch in the hammer provides only limited protection against accidental
blows to the hammer or acciden tal pulling of the trigger.

3. Ever since the introduction of the famous "Peacemaker" single-action revolver over
100 years ago, it has been generally known that the safest way to carry such revolvers
is to .load no more than five car tridges and to keep an empty chamber under the firing
pin.

Exceptions:
1. Although many are still in use, we discontinued our old model single-action revolvers

in 1973 when we introduced our history-making, patented "New Model" revolvers.
The internal mechanism of our New Model single-action revolvers is entirely new and
is not subject to the limitations on use listed above for the old model. Both models
look alike , but the New Model has the words "NEW MODEL" marked on the frame
and has only two visible pins in the side of the frame instead of three screws as in the
old model .

- fiJ..I../ I .»... vy~uvu. '" \..I .1.i"J.\.1.V\.I.uv,""u vul. J..:a..;,l.V.1.] ....1..I..I.cl.l.'\...I.u6; yu.\.V.I..I.\."''\.,. ..1. , ,",,, n ..L t A.. ...... """\......l.., .I.~l '-'.I." "'...~~

The internal mechanism of our New Model single-action revolvers is entirely new and
is not subject to the limitations on use listed above for the old model. Both models
look alike, but the New Model has the words "NEW MODEL" marked on the frame
and has only two visible pins in the side of the frame instead of three screws as in the
old model.

2. Some of the other brands of old style single-action revolvers, particularly those of
foreign manufacture, have added various manual "safeties" which mayor may not be
reliable. Even if it functions properly, a manual safety device is no safer than the
person using it. It is useless if it is not used, or if it is used improperly by mistake.

Why Are We Telling You This?
In the last few years, people are apparently becoming more willing to handle firearms, including

Ruger single-action revolvers, without first receiving proper instruction from a knowledgeable
shooter. No one should handle any gun without first having supervised instruction about the
particular type of gun he is using, as well as about gun safety in general. Until very recently
everyone , gun users and non-users alike, seemed to be well aware of this obvious rule , and accidents
with single-action revolvers, as well as with other types of guns, were limited to those very occasional
lapses of common sense against which, unfortunately, there appears to be no real protection. Now,
with the growth of consumerism, people who should know better are acting as though guns, like
electric toasters, are meant to be foolproof. There is no such thing as a foolproof gun.

FREE CATALOGS ANO INSTRUCTION MANUALS WHICH CONTAIN APPROPRIATE WARN INGS ANO ADVICE FOR THE
USE OF ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE FACTORY ON REQUEST.

j{~'~ ~~UR~~ RUGER & Company~ Ine.
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made
7 shot
.22 Cal.
Tear Gas
Non·le thal
Automatic ­
NoFederal
Firearms license Required.

DEFENDER
DEPT A2305, NEWCASTLE, DEL. 19720

"Author prefers XP-100 for
accuracy but still ha sn't found

that magic load . . ."

steady diet of maximum effort loads . The
rear sight seems to be fairly durable and
re liable as well. The trigger pull won 't
ever match that of the big Smith, but
durability and price ove rs hadow th at.
Wi th a set of Schi erneier's, the big Ruger
is a hard gun to bea t in the stand ing clas­
ses.

The XP shoots flat, and is the most
accurate prod uction gun go ing. Recoil is
nil. From my frees tyle leaner position , the
sights never waver off the target. And
those pesk y rams ? Well , I still have hop e
of finding that magic load.

N ext issue we'll talk abo ut how to shoot
- tip s and techniques ~
to give you the edge. ~

To recapitulate, let me review why I'd
picked the Super Black H awk and the XP
for my ide al battery last issue.

The Sup er looks to be the most durable
of the .44 's th at are availab le whe n fed a

6 Round Models $1.85 12 Round Models . $1.95
18 Round Models $2 .19

SPECIFY CALIBER WHEN ORDER ING .
Note. Add$.75when orderingfrom MTM. tocover handlingandpostage.
for moreinformal ion.see yourlocal MTM Dealer,orsendforFREE catalog.

famous CASE-GARD®Ammo Wallet® ammunition
carriers ... copied, but neverequalled.

change targets. The adjustment ranges
fro m four to six minutes of angle be twe en
the chic kens and the pigs to eight or more
be tween the turkeys and the rams . D e­
pe nd ing on the pisto l's sights, that can be
a bun ch of clicks.

Lightning bolt power , and straight as a
string trajector y wo n't do you any go od if
you can 't sho ot the pistol. If the recoil
wrenches your arm and splits th e web of
your thumb, and you do n't happen to like
that , you' ll never be able to slam a ram for
flinching.

There's no way aro und it, th e .44 Mag­
num bit es on both en ds . Accessor y grips
can help reduce felt recoil a lot though ,
such as a set of Ted Schierneier 's two
handed stoc ks on th e Ruger.

Still , the recoil energy of the .44 equals
th at of a 30-06 rifl e (abo ut 16 foot­
pounds). If that 's toO much for you, don 't
eve n think about a 30-30 or .35 7 H erren.
Th e big Herretr gives out 50 percent
mor e recoil th an the .44; it takes a great
deal of practice and cond itioning to run
40 rounds of 250 grain ray gun loads up
the spo ut with out de veloping a flinch at
lou d noises .

The small calibe r , high velocity car­
tridges offer a way out of th is dilemma
tho ugh, the proverbial cake and its con­
sumption.

Ph ysics again . Th e small caliber, light
weight (fo r a pistol) b ullets can be
launched at high velocities and sti ll pro­
duce less recoil energy than, say, a tradi­
tion al magnum and yet deliver as mu ch ­
or more - momentum o n th e rams .
H ow? Simple - better balli stics. The
sma ll caliber bull ets retain mor e of their
initial ve locirv and. hen ce. can ar riv e.r-n
we ig h t (fo r a p ist o l) bullets ca n be
laun ched at high velociti es and still pro­
duce less recoil energy than , say, a trad i­
tional magnum and yet de liver as much ­
or more - momentum on th e rams.
H ow ? Simple - better balli stic s. T he
small caliber bull ets retain more of their
initi al ve locit y and, hence, can arrive on
target with en ough whack to do the job,
witho ut the laun ch pen alt y of sliding you
backwards in the dirt and skinning up
your elbo ws.

"The .41 Magnum is no doubt a
good midd le ground .. ."

tridges gain new muscle in the long, solid
barrel of the single sho ts and are worth
considering. And there 's always the arm­
wre nching .3 57 H errett. Best choice is
probably the .30 Herrett, altho ugh th e
30-30 with less th an maximum effo rt
load s would be a simple r equivalent.

The next co nsidera tion is trajectory.
tr idges gai n new mu scle in the long, solid
barre l of th e single shots and are worth
co nsidering. And th ere's always the arm­
wre nching .3 57 H errett. Best choice is
probably th e .30 Herrett, altho ugh the
30-3 0 with less than maximum effo rt
loads wou ld be a simpler equivalent.

Th e next co nside ration is traj ectory.
The faster the flatter - and the easier it is
to tag the various targets at th eir respec­
tive ranges witho ut constantly twisting
sight ad justme nts. There's a couple of rea­
sons for avoid ing sight ad justme nts and ,------- - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ­
sta ying with Kentucky windage . First , it 's
a pai n in th e butt - easy to make a mis­
take , and it takes a lo t of pr actice to learn
sight settings . Second, factory-installed
sights on roday 's production guns are not
intended to be co nstantly adjusted to
cope with differing ranges - th ey'r e not
marked for it , nor bui lt to withstand the
wear , nor to return to zero afte r twisting
up and down th e scale .

Flat tr ajec tories unfortunately are the
domain of small calibe r, high performance
cart ridges and are available only in the
single sho ts.

The .22 1 has a midrange traj ectory with
a 20 0 yard zero of about 3 inches; by
co mpariso n, those for the .357 and .44
Magn ums , 17 and 15 inches respectively,
are rainbows .

Th is means if you' re shooting the XP
you can sigh t in to be dead center on the
rams with a 6 o'cloc k hold on the bell y,

SILUETAS
(Continued fr om page 10)

num is no do ubt a good mid dle gro und,
but not often used . The .4 5 Long Colt in
the Ruger is rar e , but with the right hand­
loads, it will do the job.

In auto pistols, the seldom seen .35 7
and .44 Auto Mags are found the most
ofte n; both have sufficient punch to do
the job . The .4 5 ACP, with hard ball loads
will be less reliable than the .35 7, but is
sti ll a possibility. Just don't co unt on
dumping every sheep you tag.

In the single sho ts, there's a wide range
of cart ridge s to choo se from. Th e .22 1
Fireb all in th e XP-I00 has a lot go ing for
it , but it 's a 30-32 target proposi tion. With
facto ry ammo, o r normal reloads , it's less
reliable on the rams than the .45 ACP, not
to mention the .357. A shame. The .256
Magnum does better; with heavy bullet
reloads it will do almost as well as the
.35 7. It's used by a few peopl e, ofte n in
Ruger's H awkeye. The 30 MI Carbine is
ne ve r seen, but on paper, at leas t, it
sho uld do well. T he magnum revolver car-



CustomShoQ
By J.K. OSGOOD

"JET" POWERED COMBAT PISTOLS

Here 's Reed Knight's (J 306 29th, Vero Beach, FL 32960) conversion of the Model 53
Smith and Wesson Jet to .32 caliber .

C usto m b uilt combat pisto ls have
evolved into fairl y common form.

Take a Smith & Wesson Model 10 or a
Co lt Pyth on , add a bull barrel, rib, tr igger
stop, smooth up the action , and there you
are. Th e result has been highl y successful.
So why fool with success '

That is exactly wh at I asked Reed
Knight after I saw his conversions of two
Smith & Wesson Mo de l 53 "J ets" to com­
bat form. And while one was und erstand­
ably a .38, the other was a .32!

" I'm a gadge t-pe rson," Reed told me.
"And I'm always looking for a way to im­
prove things I use."

An hour or so late r I learned a great
deal mor e about Reed and his interests,
and ho w the Model 53 conversions came
to be.

A native Floridian, C. Reed Knight is a
man of varied int er est s as well as talents .
H e earns his living in the citrus industry,
one facet being a highl y mechanical tree
I1Far ;I'i'l\)re"'.ft50Uf 'h.egQ'0a!,,} 'Ill~ 1~'i\'eidhf:

and how the Model 53 conversions came
to be.

A native Floridian, C. Reed Knig ht is a
man of varied int er est s as well as talents .
H e earns his living in the citrus indu str y,
one facet being a highl y mechanical tree
pruning ope ration. Reed developed the
mach iner y he uses, and set up a well­
eq uipped ma chin e shop to bu ild and
maintain the equipme nt. When he got in­
terested in shoo ting and gunsmithing, the
machin e shop was ther e to serve a dual
purpose.

Reed is also a priv ate pilot , Reserv e
Police Officer, and Presi dent o f the
Florida Police Co mbat Leagu e. A top­
flight sho ot er , he is curre ntly rat ed first in
the G ov ernor's Twenty, placed Tenth
Municipal Master at the recent Nationals,
and the day we met, fired a 240-24x at
Clearwater's O ctober 22nd matc h. H e
used the .38 calibe r vers ion of the 53
Co mbat Conversi on in these feats.

Reed start ed combat shooting in 1973,
and used out-of-the-b ox Smiths and Co lts,
mainly because no on e in Florida had cus­
tom pistols to offer. But, at an out-of-state
match, he saw what was then being of­
fered by custo m mak ers . T he birt h of the
Mod el 53 Conv ers ion was soon to com e.

Reed started bui lding combat pistols
patterned after those he had seen. H e
bu ilt about 75 conversions, not all of them
on the J et frame. But as he progressed he
became mor e sure that the Model 53

Co lt had a better ignition system with the
separate firin g pin concept," Reed ex­
plained . "But the Smith & Wessons fit my
hand better and the Smith actio n is easier
to work with. The Model 53 was a natural,
as it had bo th of these characte ristics."

All of hi s ea rly conv ersi ons had D oug­
lass 1 in 14 rwist barrels, and all were in
.38 caliber. Wh y then the .32 '

"As I said, I'm a gadge t-pe rso n, and I

love to tinker," Reed answered. "The .32
is a standard police cart ridge, and legal in
combat matches."

Reed used an Obermeyer 1 in 16 twist
barrel on the .32 version. With D yna­
mit-Nobel factory ammunition , he has
gotten under 1" gro ups at 50 yards fro m
the be nch, and und er \12" at 25 yards . The
only drawbac ks seem to be a difficulty in
find ing regul ar supplies of the .32 fodder,
and a ten den cy for the lighter round to be
wind-sensitive .

T he photographs are of the .32 conver­
sion, and show som e of Reed 's ingenuity.
With no .32 speed load ers comme rcially
available, Reed built his ow n. Th ey are
fabricated fro m aluminum, and seat the
ro unds flush with no added hand move­
me nt re qu ired . O n the pistol itself the
fro nt sight sh rou ds are larger and higher
than comme rcial versi on s, and the front
sight blade a bit narrower. It exactly

vice , which Reed felt needed mor e work
to be completely satisfactory, so he took it
off. The original hamm er of the 53 is re­
moved, and replaced with a K-22 ham­
me r. Reed doesn't dehorn his hamm er s,
but achieves a lighter mass by drilling sev ­
eral large holes in the body of the hamm er
piece.

Ju st how much better is this conversion
over o the rs? Th at may be a moot point,

but Ray Steele, Armore r for the U .S. Se­
cre t Servi ce, has bui lt six in .38 calibe r.
Perhaps Reed's phil osoph y tells it bes t:

"If you think somet hing will help , it
usually does."

Since on ly 16, 000 Model 53's were
built, findin g o ne for this conversion can
be difficult . Alth ough Reed is always on
the look out , he has to compe te with col­
lector s who want a Mod el 53, as is. But,
re sourceful as eve r, Reed has recently
go ne ano the r way to achieve the same
results. By using a Smith Mod el 10, and a
Python firing pin and spring, a sub stitute
conversion-conversion can be made.

Reed finished by telling me he has a
top-no tch machinist in his shop now, and
may accept custo m work o n a limited
basis.

I watched him as he headed for the
plan e that he flew to the match . All the
way hom e I wondered how he wo uld have



COLT .45 A.C.P. EXTENDED
SLIDE STOPS AND SPEED SAFETYS

NOW AVAILABLE
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By Evan P. Marshall

THE .38 SUPER: A GREAT GUN WITH
THE RIGHT BULLET

COMING IN THE JANUARY ISSUE
OF GUNS MAGAZINE

attention to this caliber. Lee developed
two loads for this caliber; a 107 grain jhp
and 112 grain jsp. Both loads were rated
at velocities in excess of 1400 feet per
second.

Unfortunately, shortly after Lee intro­
duced these two loads, Super Vel ceased
production. As a longtime disciple of the
.38 Super, I spent a great deal of time
going from gun shop to gun shop buying
all the SV .38 Super ammo I could find.

With the end of the SV load, .38 Super
owners were forced to turn to handloads
for high performance .38 Super loads.
This coupled with the .38 Sup ers casual
accur acy, lessened furth er the already lim­
ited popularity of the Super.

Winchester-Western, however, came to
the rescue of the .38 Super with a 125
grain jhp load. While this load has a rather
large amount of exposed lead at its nose, it
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accur acy, IesseiiedT urfh er the aTreacfy lim-
ited popularity of the Super.

Winchester-Western, however, came to
the rescue of the .38 Super with a 125
grain jhp load. While this load has a rather
large amount of exposed lead at its nose, it
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tron , butlacked stopping power. Anomer
cause for its lukewarm reception on a
long-term basis, was the lack of military
surplus ammo in this caliber.

The Super struggled along in almost
total obscurity , until Lee Jurras turned his

"In The Gravest Extreme" By Massad Ayoob

This timely and important book is must reading for everyone concerned
with personal safety. It does not attempt to convince people that they
either purchase or carry a firearm. It does tell those who have already
decided that they need a gun for personal protection just what a grave
responsibility it is, and how to handle situations where their lives are in
danger.
The words of the author best exemplify the tone of this book:

'This book was written to correct the dangerous miscon­
ceptions on the part of many as to when they can exert the
deadly force of the guns they have decided to use for self
defense. It will be said that this book teaches the reader to kill.
I prefer to think that it teaches him to stay alive; the emphasis is
not so much on the taking of life as the relieving of a threat
to life. "

Each of the 10 exciting chapters to be published in the next 10 issues of
GUNS Magazine are filled with the down to earth facts every gun owner
needs to save his life, protect his freedom and prevent bodily harm.
Subjects covered include: "The Laws of Lethal Force," "A Gun in Your
Home," "A Gun in Your Car," "Common Senses About Carrying Con­
cealed Weapons," and "The Dangerous Myth of Citizen's Arrest. "
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T he .38 Super was introduced in the
late 1920's and created a real sensa­

tion. With a velocity of 1280 feet per
second and a muzzle energy of 475 fr lbs,
it was the king of the handgun field. FBI
agents routinely carried the .38 Super,
because of its ability to penetrate the
bullet-proof vest worn by the criminals of
that day.

Th e advent of the. 357 Magnum, how-
. ever, soon diminished the Super's popu­

larit y. The Super headspaces on the case
rim, and the end result is onl y mediocre
accuracy. Furthermore, the 130 grain full
metal jacket slug was great on penetra­
tion, but lacked stopping power. Another
cause for its lukewarm reception on a
long-term basis, was the lack of military
surplus ammo in this caliber.

The Super struggled along in almost
total obscurity , until Lee Jurras turned his

only

Competition Proven De.lgn. by James W, Hoag
Blue $19.50 each Hard Chromed $21.50 each

Browning High Power Speed Safety.
Blue $23.00 Hard Chromed $25.00

(California Residents add 6%)

Dealer Inquules Invited

H & D PRODUCTS CA 91304
8523 Canoga Ave. Dept. AH Unit C, Canoga Park ,

AUTO MAG SCOPE MOUNTS
AND SHOULDER HOLSTERS

Willis Auto Mag Scope Mounts are rated excellent by GUNS
AND AMMO. Machined from aluminum. Easily installed
without altering Auto Mag. MoneyBack Guarantee. S.A.S.E.
for Illustrated Brochure.

WILLIS MACHINE COMPANY
24 WALLACE CIRCLE HICKORY. N.C. 28601

PELLET
FIRING
22 CAl.
SNUB-NOSED
. REVOLVER

FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets
This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels
like the famous snub nosed revolver in use
by most detectives. The cylinder swings out
to take eight 22 caliber pellets and each
revolver comes with its own FREE supply of
targets and 50 rounds of reuseable pellets.
Only $3.95 plus 65d for postage and nand­
lina. Your money oromotlv refunded if

HANDGUNNER II
By HUTSON
Tiny But Tough! \
Only 5'12" longl /1.7X / lnternal '~
.click adjustments/ Patented unlimit ed
eye relief/ Fits T/ C r ail mounts for
S&W, Ruger, Contender

Send for FREE BROCHURE.

JPM SALES :~~S~i:I~:ATx. 76063
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Add $2.00postage
and handling .
California residents
add 6% Sales Tax.

Only S& W square butt
K frame grips currently
available.

$1495
Check or
Money Order

HOGUE
COMBAT GRIPS

P.O. Box 460
Morro Bav. CA

City State----Zip __

Signature _

Name _

Add ress _

o Send me the name of the nearest dea le r that sells
the RANG ING 610 Rangematic rangefi nder.

o Here's $49.95 check, money order. Visa, or Maste r­
cha rge (send car d # and exp iration dat e). Send me
one RANGING 610. (3D-day money back guarantee.)

Mall to: RANGING INC" gO Li ncoln Road Nort h.
East Roch ester, N.Y. 14445. NYS residents add tax.
Add $2.00 postage & hand ling. Dealer inquiries invited. ~
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BANDGUN
RANGEFINDEI
849.95
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1-

Twice as many iong-range
hits. Fewer cripples. More prod uctive

and enjoyable practice sessions.

That's what you get with the RANGING
610 rangefinder. Instantly it tells dis­
tance to objects and game up to 200

yards -50% better than the naked eye.

Bullet drop causes havoc at long
range-check your favorite caliber's

trajecto ry chart to see how much,

The RANGING 610 rangefinder elimi­
nates distance guesswork , lets you fig­

ure holdover instantly for varmints ,
plinking, target practice, silhouette

shoot ing .

Don't let gravity or your naked eye rob
you again. Know the distan ce. Get the
full advantage of all the accuracy built
into your gun . Mail the coupon today.

'n RANGING
MeaSU'ng Systems

NEW! ONE-PIECE

MONO~~JP® }

The one-piece combat grip fits a revolver
handle with no frame modifications. A
simple metal stirrup (pat. pend .) attaches
MONOGRIP@for a superior frame fit.
There's nothing else like it!
• Original one-piece MONOGRIP@
design hugs the frame-no side
screws or loose, shifting panels.
• HOGUE's famed orthopedic hand
shape for the ultimate in gun .
handling .
• COBBLESTONETM system-An
efficient, non-slip, non -irritating ,
stippling pattern that replaces
conventional checkering . This
grip will not wear out clothing .
• Proportioned finger grooves
for a secure, stable handhold.
• Compound palm swells
position the hand uniformly
and absorb recoil.
• The strength and durability
of reinforced nylon-no cheap plastics!

The best value in revolver gr ips-Bar none!

NEW! ONE-PIECE

MR2~99Rlp® ~
FROM HOGUE

The first real innovation in handgun grips
since the invention of the revolver!

MONOGRIP IS UNIQUE!

.718"

.67 4"

.816"

.724"

.718"

.67 4"

.723"

.672"

14 18fps
1327fps

14 18fps
1327fps

l 442fps
1342fps

l 22 8fp s
1162fps

Ve lo city Expansion

Velocity Exp ansion

1. Llama 5" barrel
2. Co lt 4~" barrel

1. Llama 5" barrel
2. Co lt 4 \1.4" barrel

1. Llama 5" barr el
2. Co lt 4y,." barrel

Super Ve l
107 grain jhp

1. Llama 5" barrel
2. Co lt 4y,. " barrel

Super Vel
112 g r ain jsp

"New life with an Irv Stone
super-accurate barrel ..."

As I mentioned earlier, the .38 Supe r
has long been scorned because of its lousy
accuracy . Th er e is, however, a solu tion CO

As I mentioned earlier, the .38 Supe r
has lon g been scorned because of its lou sy
accuracy . Th er e is, however, a solu tion CO

thi s dilem ma. Irv Stone builds a super
accurate barr el for the .38 Super. These
barrels will make a dramat ic inc rease in
th e Super accuracy just by ordering one
and installing it yourself. To obtain the
full po te nt ial of these barre ls, ho wever ,
it 's best co ship the complete gun to Irv
(Bar Sro, 633 S. Victory Blvd ., Burbank,
California 91502), and pay the nominal
fee Irv charges to fit th e bar rel to that
parti cular wea po n. I have a zerox copy of
a target shot with th e SV 112 grai n jsp
load and Bar-Sto barre led Co lt Gove. .38
Super that had been hand-fined by Irv.
This combina tio n prod uced an incredibl e
15/ J(;" fifty yard gro up from a machin e
rest!

Th er e is always a great deal of pre ssure
to conform to the no rm , whethe r the sub­
ject is firearms or so me thing else. Bur if
you prefer the ligh t bullet- high velocit y
approac h to stopping power, th e .38
Super makes the 9M M seem anemic by
com parison . Fur thermo re, it offers an ac-

Winchester-We stern
125 grain jhp Velocity Expansion

Wh en Bo b H amilton re-introduced the
Sup er Vel line , he produced bo th SV .38
Supe r loads. U nfo r run ar el y, ho wever,
sales we re so poor th at pr oduction has
ceased. Bob has indicated to me , how­
ever, that he wo uld resum e production of
these loads if dem and war rants it , Th ey
are both ex tremely accurate loads; in my
Bar-Sto equipped Colt, they both shoot
un der 2 Y:z" fro m my Lee Pistol rest at fifty
yards ! The results are listed below:

feeds reli ably through both my Colt and
Llama .38 Supe rs. It expa nds well, has
good accuracy, and produ ces consiste nt
performance with littl e velocit y variation
fro m ro und -co- ro und. T he results are
listed below:



Here the grip is almost in place . Once in
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Here the grip is almost in place. Once in
place, it is imposs ible for one side to
shoot loose and unstabilize the hand of
the shooter .

By james D. Mason

R eally new changes in handgun grip desig ns are rare . Guy
H ogu e of H ogu e Com bat G rips (Box 460, Morr o Bay,

CA 93442) has come up with the bigges t innovation to come
down the pike in 140 years. Called Monogrip f (a registered
trademark of H ogue), it is a one-piece grip desig n made to slip
over th e met al frame handle of th e revolver. As such, it pro­
vides th e most solid, stable handful of handgun th is author has
experienced .

Regul ar two- piece designs are applied to eithe r side of a
handgun handl e mu ch like slices of bread on a sandwich. A
ten sion screw hold s th e gr ip halves toge ther; the slabs are
stabi"lized by inler ting into the upper handle recesses and by a
crosspin in th e butt section. This arrange me nt has worked rea­
-sonably we ll for a long, long tim e, so why tampe r with tr aditi on ?

Th e disadvantages of two-piece grips are legen dary, espec ially
for th e avid hand gunner and shooter of high-en ergy loads.
Soon er or later, the wood socket s enlarge on th e srockp in and
the butt end of one grip-half slides freely under ten sion fro m
the hand squeeze or recoil. This slight movem ent is eno ugh to
be distrac ting for combat situa tions; for the prec ision shoo ter, it
can blow a perfectly good group at 25 or 50 yards. Solutions to
thi s two-piece grip probl em involved all kin ds of fixes , including
enoxv res in filling for the channel of the grips. thus making the

grip hug th e frame but also making the halves difficult to mount
or remove. Bur , all thi s conce rn is no longer necessary.

Mon ogr ip P is a single-p iece dev ice th at slips over th e gun
handle and is held by a machine screw th at threads into a special
me tal stirrup that attac hes to the bo tto m st rap . It is secured by
thi s single screw th at ente rs thro ugh the burt of the gr ip. No
unsightly screw holes are see n in th e side panels to irr itate the
finge r tips or palm. Screw te nsio n raises the gr ip into the frame
recesses and up against the flat po rt ion of th e butt near th e
backs trap . Since th e gr ip is made in one piece , it is impossible
for one side to shoo t loose and unstabilize th e hand hold of th e
shoo te r. The hottest revolver loads can be fired with no conce rn
abo ur shifts and changes due to loose grips.

Th e Mon ogr ipf conce pt is simple and adaptable to many
variation s in styles. H ogue is now making wood grips in thi s
configuration for the ope n or closed backstrap style. Th e super­
lative H ogue ort ho pedic hand fit is retained and imp ro ved on in
Mon ogrip'"; th is grip shape and funct ion has been describ ed as
the best available and has evolved over the years from H ogu e's
earlier combat styles. It is so good, it has been cop ied direc tly by
anot he r gr ip maker. Gu y H ogu e's grips are used by many
champ ions in PPC and combat league compe titions.

Th e heart of rhe Monogrin ® svsre rn is rhp sr~ in l pss s rpp l



stir rup that joins the gr ip ro the gun frame . This st irrup consists
of a "U'i -shaped piece that stradd les the bottom strap of the
frame. When it is pus hed over the bo rrom strap, a 3/16-inch
roller is plac ed between the stirrup walls. A crosspin th en goes
through the stirrup and ro ller complet ing th e installation. My
sample grip required using twe ezers and a small hammer to start
the pin in its ho le; pins are made to fit the stirrup ho les closely
to avoid loos en ess.

Once th e stirrup is on the fram e, th e gr ip is introduced from
below the gun burt. Th e stirrup is pu t into the guide slots inside
th e grip cavity and th e srock and hand le are then mated. A 6-32
machin e screw is pur in the escurche on hole in the borrom of
th e grip; the screw picks up th e threaded nu t on the borrom of
th e stirrup. Tightening the screw for a snug fit stab ilizes the
grip. Wh en the grip is properly mounted, it fits as tho ugh it
were part of the gun; rem oving the screw allows the grip ro be
dismounted as easily as it goes on.

On olde r S&W gun fram es , handle dim ens ions are slightly
smaller than on re cent production guns. Hogue provides a strip
of tape ro apply to th e front str ap of the gun hand le in these
cases. The tap e acts as a shim ro position the gr ip farther
forward on the fram e so as to eliminate the slight edge that
stands above th e backstrap on op en back models. T he gr ip is
mad e ro fit modern frames exactly, bur the shim allows a pe rfect
fit on old er S&W frames as well. Th e samp le Mo nogrip " fit my
late mod el K-frame perfectly, but an older Military and Po lice
revo lver req uired th e shim . It is best to try the grip first ro see
how it fits th e frame. Be sure ro check the strai n screw on S&W
guns to see that it is flush with the front strap before installing
th e grip .

Closed back Monogrip " designs are available from Hogue for
round burr K and] fram e S&W guns. T he sroc k materi al com­
pletely encloses the metal frame handle so the re is not met allic
contact between the hand and th e gun . These grips are surpris­
ing in th at th ey are small scaled for concealme nt , ye t th ey

No scre w holes , no se ams a nd noth ing
to separate und er recoil . . . that's the
new Hogu e Mono gr ip sho w n on a
Mod el 64 S & W .38 special.

provide th at secure, natural fee ling handhold so ne eded for
consiste nt po int shooting and recoil co ntrol. The ] frame closed
back grip is des tined ro become a classic, even surpas sing
the fee l and performance of H ogue 's older model grips for
small guns.

The import ance of handgun handle gr ips canno t be ove re m­
phasized. Th e handgun/human inte rface occ urs at this po int.
The fewe r problems th at are enco untered by th e shooter at thi s
union the better. Among other things, the gr ip should be easy
and natu ral to grasp. Too many shooters are no t adequate ly
sensitive to what const itutes a good handh old or ro kn ow whe n
a grip is ill firring. Good D A shooting demands a co nsiste nt,
stable handhold of adequate trigger reach to control the DA
trigger pull and recovery. Design of palm swells mu st be in
accordance with uniform press ure disrribu tion in th e palm ;
properly pr oportion ed , the swells help pos ition the gun uni ­
form ly during the grasping action . Th e girt h proport ions mus t
fit th e fingers well enough so that an adequa te amo unt of "meat"
is present for long mid dle fingers , while a suitab le reduction in
the burr dimension allows the lit tle finger a full grasp, also . IIF

Here's the metal stirrup that attaches to the bottom strap that
makes it all possible. Grip is slipped on from bottom and is
secured only by a single screw that enters through the butt of
the grip.



You can choose from molded Nylon or wooden grips . Also
there is an open or a closed backstrap style. Style was
adapted from earlier Hogue grip designs.

Hogue was one of the first grip makers to rea lize the signifi­
cance of the revolver soeedloader and altered his gr ips years ago
You can choose from molded Nylon or wooden grips. Also
there is an open or a closed backstrap style . Style was
adapted from earlier Hogue grip designs .

H ogu e was one of the first gr ip makers to realize the signi fi­
cance of the revolver speedl oader and altered his grips years ago
for full relief. The Mon ogrip P carr ies forward this feature,
allowing unobstructed speedloader access as well as ample
clearance for e jecte d cases. Pro per speedloader clearances mu st
fun ction flawlessly in bo th res pec ts, and Hogue' s Monogrip P is
one of the few stoc ks on the market that accomplish bo th
func tio ns.

Guy H ogu e's earlier career at LAPD enco mpassed armo ry
wo rk, exhibition shooting, and firearms instru ction . H e knows
the req uire me nts for handgu n stocks as do few othe r gr ip mak­
ers. H is line has become know n for overall exce llence and
Mo nog rip P is ano the r ex tension of that theme. From my expe­
rience, H ogu e's grip designs come closer to per fection in all the
basics listed above than any of the ot her maker s. This is not to
be disparaging of the many ot her fine handstocks that are avail­
able; they only serve to highligh t the exce llence of the H ogu e
produ ct. These are not just my own observations, but constitu te
a consensus from othe r writers and shoo te rs with whom I have
discussed the issue . The ge ne ral feeli ng is that H ogu e earns the
top mark s for his balanced, ort hopedic gri p shape . Hi s con­
siste nt craftsma nship is of the high est order. And, if all this good
functional des ign yields an aes the tically pleasing hand gun stoc k,
so mu ch the better for the beh older .

About 90 % of grip buye rs want finger grooves in their
stoc ks. Amo ng aficionados of com bat shooting, the point is
always controversial. My ow n tastes ru n to no-finger grooves ; it
can be ration alized that they pr ovide no real advantage while
giving a po te nt ial disadvant age whe re the grasping hand places
fingers over the sepa rations not between them. H owever, having .
used several makes of grooved grips, I have found H ogu e 's

with out finger grooves at no cost d iffere nce). Th e point her e is
that H ogu e 's prop ortion ally radiu sed grooves have not tended
to slow or inhibit the speed or uniformity of the initial grasping
moti on on the grip. The same canno t be said of all grooved grips
and comparisons sho uld be made by the disc riminating shoo te r.
J ust because finger grooves look sexy does not mean they will
function pos itive ly. Properly designed, the grooves sho uld be
neu tral fee ling in the hand with each segment proportioned to
individu al fingers.

H ogu e's wooden grips are offered at 535 for the basic unit.
Fine line chec ke ring (which most shooters want) runs $5 more.
In add ition, strain screw adj ustme nt holes and fancy woods
come at extra cos t. Wood op tions offered for Mo nogrips in­
clude Pau Ferro, Con calo Alves, Cocobo lo ($2 extra), and
Br azilian Rosewood ($4 extra). Wood Monogrips curre ntly are
made in ope n back strap des igns for the square butt mod els N ,
K, and J Smith & Wesson revolver s as well as for Co lt Python I
frames . Closed back, ope n back , and ope n back with spec ial
sho ulde r Mon ogrips are also available for ro und butt mod els K
and J frame S&W guns. Ruger Securi ty Six Mon ogrips will be
forthcoming.

Mon ogrips P are also available in molded Ny lon. Cur re ntly
made for the squ are butt K frame, Nylon Mon ogrips P soon will
be available for the N-fram e and ro und butt K and J mod els,
plus th e Security Six. Unlike so-ca lled "plasti c" grips, th e
H ogu e mold ed mod el is made fro m high- str ength , reinfor ced
N ylon . Thi s one-piece grip fits the frame precisely with no
warping. The surface finish is vapor honed to produ ce a pleas­
ing, light matt e texture. T he no rma l chec ke ring areas are stip­
pled with a functional COBBLESTONE@> pattern that clings to
the skin with no slippage or irri ta tion. As op posed to regu lar
chec ke ring, the stipple patt ern will no t wear out clo thing when
the gun is carried concealed . T his stipp ling feature will be
especially useful during those cr itical phases of a comba t shoot
where han d s sweat profuse ly. The excl us ive CO B BLE­
STONE@> patt ern will not irritate sensitive skin. H er eto for e ,
checkered gr ips have been shunned by the big Magnum shoot­
ers for th is reason .

The Ny lon Mon ogri p 'v is practically indestructible because of
its high imp act resistance ; it is imperviou s to practically all
chemicals and sho uld keeg its attractive finish for many years of
wnere nan a s sweat p r ru se ry. 1 ne e xc ru sive ~VDDLn-

ST O NE@> patt ern will not irr ita te sensitive skin. H eretofor e ,
chec ke red grips have bee n shunned by the big Magnum shoot­
ers for this reason.

Th e Nylon Mon ogrip '" is prac tically indestructibl e because of
its high imp act resistance; it is imper viou s to pr actically all
che micals and should keep its attractive finish for many years of

"The Nylon Monogrip is practically
indestructible ... it is impervious to practically

all chemicals and should keep its attractive finish
. for many years of hard use."

hard use. N ylon materi al shou ld not be co nfused with other
cheap plastic materi als that are usually used in molded grips . At
$14 .95 a pair, the N ylon Monogrip P is a good bargain; the
shoote r ge ts the same first-class functional fit of a H ogu e cus­
to m grip along with the serviceability of a precis ion molded
one-piece des ign.

N o compromises have been made in the des ign or manufac­
ture of th is N ylon grip; it is no t a "cheap" version of H ogue 's
wooden line. N ylon makes sense for a good many app lications
whe re practical field and duty situations dic tate. Th e N ylon is
much less vuln er able to wear and abuse than wood. True to the
int egrity of th is product, no atte mp t has been made to simulate
wood grain; the N ylon grip appea rs to be exac tly what it is.
Cur re ntly it can be purchased in any color the bu yer wants as
long as it is deep blue-black. O the r colors will come later as
dem and dic tate s.

This ne w Mon ogrip P concept is going to mak e a big splash . It
has a lot of things that hand gunner s have wante d in their grips
for quite som e time . As it is made excl usively by H ogu e,
Mon ogrip P combines the bes t mechanical fun ction al features
with the best ort ho ped ic hand shapes so vital to consiste nt





"K" SIGHTING
THE WORKHORSE COLT

By Jo seph H. Gera rd

Sights hav e been bolt ed , brazed ,
and beat on the Co lt Govern­

ment Mod el 45 A.C.P. in many fas h­
ion s. for many reasons , for man y
year s. Sm ith & Wesso n " K" sights
are popul ar becau se they afford: a
lower sight plane , a more aes the tic
appeara nce (ma kes a Co lt look like a
" fox " ). and to accommoda te its use
ou t of a holster.

Previous installati on method s of
the " K" sight required: rem oval of
the old sight , filling the dovetail in
the slide with we ld , sha ping the weld
to the co ntour of the slide, milling
the requ ired intrica te clearance cuts
for sight installat ion , and refinishing
the slide .

Now. another method for those
who choose to skip so me ste ps .
Not as "Foxv ." not as
the required Intri cat e Clearance cu s
for sight installati on . and refini shi ng
the slide .

Now, another method for those
who choose to skip so me ste ps.
N ot as "Foxy," n o t as
frag ile, and not as muc h
sight radiu s , but it does ..
not require tou ching the
slide with a tor ch , or re­
fin is hi ng w he n co mplete ( if
you're ca reful).

K-Sights on the " workhorse" Colt gives a
lower sight plane, and, of course, puts
finely adjustable sights where on ce stood
only the " wi ndage only" plai n com bat sight.

"K" SIGHT MODIFICATION

~
ORIG I NA L 2%"1

1%"-----d
~4~
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SIGHT MODIFICATION

It does requ ire milling the slide
and modifi cati on to the " K" & "N"
Smith & Wesson sights. ("J" sights
may be used without mod ificat ion
and* I the origina l front sight need
not be re placed.

The fo llow ing procedure det ail s
.. K" sight modificati on and installa­
tion , the " J" sight is installed by the
sa me method ; however different di­
men sion s cuts are required.

Th e " K" sight is sprung for eleva­
tion adj ust ment to be ' pulled' aga inst
spring te nsion . The mod ificati on al­
lows eleva tion adjustme nt by ' push­
ing' aga inst spring ten sion .

To modify the " K" sight: rem ove

o

CUT SPRI NG LEAF
FINISH FLUSH W/FI LE

DRILL&
COUNTERSINK
W/#3 CENTERDRILL

TAP BOnOM
OF HOLE FOR
10X32



"Springing" the K-Sight is accomplished
by placing sight assembly upside down on
anvil with sight leaf supported on a lead
block and tap spring leaf from curved to
flat (.015 recurved) contour with ballpeen
hammer.

spring clip, (3) e levation nut with (4)
s ight plunger a nd (5) plunger spring.
Place sight asse mbly up sid e down on
anvil with sight leaf suppo rte d o n a
lead bloc k a nd tap spring leaf fr om
curved to flat ( .0 15" recurved) con­
tou r with ball peen hammer.

T hread bo ttom of e le vation nu t
hol e with 10 x 32 tap . Cut a sha llow
cross on th e bottom of a lOx 32W '

fr ont lo wer surfa ce of dov et ail. In­
crease depth of cu t by 5/32 " (. 156").
Mak e ho rizontal c ut across dov et ail
sq ua ring a nd deepening fro nt of o ld
sight dove ta il. Increase width of cut
to th e rear (.044") to allow 3/8" (.325")
total cleara nce for s ight asse mbly .

Place sight asse mbly in c lea ra nce
c ut with .020" clea r bet ween front of
squa re d do vetail a nd front of wind­
age adj us t me n t h ou sing. M ark
springleaf a t bolt face . Cut a nd fini sh
springlea f for flush fini sh with bolt
face a t ejectio n port.

Locate ce nte r a nd d rill hol e W'
from bolt face in springleaf a nd s lide
with # 3 cente rd rill a nd co unte rs ink
sight springleaf for " Weave r ova l"
6x48 3/ 16" sc rew. Remove " K" sight
fro m slide a nd re-drill hol e in s lide
with # 31 bit & tap for 6 x 48 thread .

Rai se det ent on slide with ce n­
terpunch to engage cross o n bottom
of elevatio n adj us tme nt sc re w .

Fini sh machined surfaces of slide
with co ld blu e a nd install modified
" K" sight.

Repl ac e fr ont sight with W' ne w
front sight a nd cut to a ppro xima te
height of 3/1(;". ':' I"J" s ight may re­
quire s ligh t redu ction of o rigina l
sight leaf height to use ......
o rigina l fr ont sight. ~

sight leaf height to use
o rigina l front sight.

Here's a closeup of
the completed job .
When you know the
sights are right on,
it's bound to build
shooting confidence.

.095 DEEP

SIGHT INSTALLATION

SLIDE MODIFICATION

sc re w and install In elevatio n nut
hol e of " K" sight.

= 3/16" TOTAL
.156 DEEPER THAN
ORIGINAL DOVETAIL

/ k281 WIDE
)

C huc k s t r ipped s lide in milling
machine vise (level & square) . In­
stall a 9/32" ( .281") end mill cutter in
coll et. Ce nter cutter on top radius of
slide a nd mill slot from bolt face to
front of dovetail .095" deeo.

Steel ruler can be a big help in getting a
true picture on just how straight you
made the sight plane.



"
!r "ense

By Jeff Cooper

So me eight yea rs ago , whe n the
techniques for teaching practical pis­

to lcraft were being developed , certain
proficiency tests became semi-standard .
Since expert weaponcraft can never be
properly evaluated by anyone exe rcise,
no single course of fire can suffice as a
" pass-fail" determin ant , but among sev-

era l that stand out is one that has come to
be called" El Presidente." I used it first
in training the presidential guard in a
Central-American republi c , but I gave it
no title at the time. It was the Australian
practi cal pistolmen who sta ndardized
and gave it a name . Today it is used as a
basic exercise and co mpe tit ion stage
throughout the world. Any experienced
pist olero , fro m Sa n Franc isco , Ca pe

Town, London , Oslo , Zurich, or Sydney
can tell you his average sco re on El
President , along with (more happily) .his
best ever.

It is a good test. It is certainly not
all-inclusive , but if time pre sses and you
want to know if a man can handle a pis­
tol , have him shoot this one for you. A
good performance on it pretty well estab­
lishes good pistolc raft.

As the ads keep on saying, "a
good man with a revolver can
load as fast as the one with the

auto ," If anyone can do that
trick, it's Candom, Sequence

shows: last shot, cylinder open,
eiector in action,



Here we see the last of the
shells out, speedloader insert­
ing shells and the gun back in
action and read y to fire . There
are a lot of good wheelgun­
ners around that can do this
little 01' trick mighty fast .

In its pure form it is shot thus:
T hree sta ndard sil ho ue ttes (now

I.P.S .c. "Option" targets) are placed at
ten meters distance , three meters apart.

The shooter stands with his back to the
target s, oppo site the center. His pistol is
holstered and safe and his hand s may be
held any way except " cocked." He
wea rs clothing that conceals the fac t that '
he is armed.

On signa l he pivots 1800 and engages
each target with two shots eac h, reloads ,
and repeat s . The Option target has 'a
25cm ( 10") center. A twelve-shot " possi­
ble" (60 points) in ten seco nds is " par."

The best scoring system for the Presi-

dent e is the Comstoc k Count. A par per­
forman ce provides an index of 6 (60
divided by 10). To correct to 100point s a
conversion fac tor of 1M3 is used . Thus a
very good string might show 55 points in
8.2 seconds for an index of 6.7, con­
vertible to III ~ . All this ca lls for a
hand ca lculato r , but th ese are ve ry
common now.

This is " EI Presidente de veras ," the
true and original. There are, of course ,
various altered versions .

The first variation is the elimination of
the concea lment provision , which has
been known to cause raised eyebrows
with some legalists in some places. It

makes no difference. A good man can
pivot and draw at the same speed from
concealment as from without , since the
pivot takes longer than the draw.

The second va riation is the " Vice
Pre sident e ," (pronounced « VE Esay")
shot without the pivot. Starting back-to­
ta rget , which is simple , quick , and safe
when done right , absolutely horrifies
some people who are unfamiliar with the
modern techn ique . The fact that this has
been going on for about a decade , all
over the world, without a mishap, does
not change their opinion . Neither does
the fact that the Karate pivot , as exam­
ined photographically, never points the



How about this? here we see nine 5's, two 3's and a J. That makes 52 points in
anyman's language . The time is 8.2 seconds. Corrected score (Comstock) is
J05.7 or 5 .7 over par. Great for a revolver.

Note that Hans doesn't change handJ
as many other shooters do. Author
has seen fine performances using
I • • • • •

Note that Hans doesn't change handJ
as many other shooters do . Author
has seen fine performances using
both systems. Hans has the ability
with a wheelgun that takes no back
seat to an auto.

pistol in an unsafe directi on . You ca nno t
a rgue with a man about safety. eve n (o r
perhap s es pec ially) if yo u are right and
he is wrong. Hen ce th e .. Vice Pr esi­
dent e ." Par time is 9 seconds.

T he th ird va riation is the " Demi Presi­
dent e ," in which. after the re loa d. th e
shooter fires only one sho t on each target
rath er tha n two. bu t in the head ring

. ( IDem. or 4"). The head ring co unts 5.
anything e lse zero. Par time rem ain s 10
seconds . but since possible score is 45
rath er th an 60. par index is 4Yz and th e
co nve rs ion factor is 22\4.

All han dgun types are scored the sa me
on the President e . as with a ll practical
exerc ises. and pistols with a ca pacity of
more th an twelve rounds are trad it ion­
ally reload ed afte r six . This is not to ru le
agains t lar ge magazines but rather to
recogn ize that smoo th and dext er ou s re­
loading - with anysort of piece - is an
eleme nt of good gunha ndling .

Those who fa vo r a revolve r a re faced
with th e need for a bit of ex tra pract ice if
they a re to do we ll on El Presid ent e. but.
as th e ads insist . a good man with a speed
load er ought to be able to reload a re­
volve r as quick ly as an auto. Wh eth er or



not this cla im ca n be suppo rted. there a re
so me I'n y sha rp wheelgunne rs a ro und.
a nd the way the y tear int o a Presidc nte is
a joy to be ho ld .

T he phot o seq ue nce shows Han s Ca n­
dol fi. of Basel. Sw itze rland. shoo ting a
52 in 8.2. fo r a sco re o f 105.2. Note th at
Han s docs not cha nge hands . as man y
do . I ha ve seen fine perfo rma nces using
both syste ms. so I mu st co nc lude that
eithe r will do . It wo uld seem to be a
matt er o f ju st ho w ca pa ble the as pira nt is
with his left ha nd . T hese tar gets are not

Hans Candolfi shooting a
classic Presidente (3
targets, 10 meters) with
an M-19 unconcealed.
firing stance is Weaver,
as taught in the API
overseas program.

but that har dly mat ters . If th ey had bee n
th e time migh t ha ve been 8.4 . and who
wo uld noti ce? Han s is a mong the great
wheelgunners . Men of his ability need
not defer to a uto shooters . but such men
are rare .

El Presid ente has becom e so standa rd
that there a re quit e a few spo rts men who
shoot nothin g else . It ca lls fo r o nly ten
met ers of ran ge . it is ea sy to set up a nd
administe r. and it tak es no tim e at all.
Us ing fo ur firing ba ys . 100 shoote rs can
be acco mmo da te d in a n hour and a hal f.

a rdi zation has its bad side. but it is a lso a
plu s in that it lend s itself to ve ry wide
int erregion al co mpa risons . In Ge rmany .
fo r e xa mple. if yo u ca n shoo t par ( 100)
on de ma nd . three tim es in suc cess ion.
yo u ra te a fan c y black decal fo r the rear
window of yo ur Mercedes .

I do n ' t really kno w what the reco rd is
at thi s time. I ha ve seen a couple of 6Vz·s.
with prett y fa ir hits . (T his wo rks o ut to
aro und 130.) T he Norse Region . in .pa r­
tic ular. is fie ld ing marksm en who co n­
siste ntly brea k seven seconds and stay
we ll ce nte red . but pr acti ce is ne ver the
sa me as a mat ch . a nd a minor mat ch is
ne ve r th e sa me as a maj or one . T hu s a
" preside ntial stage" sho uld probably be
incl uded in the ne xt Wo rld Cha mpion­
ships. if o nly to se tt le this matt er of a n
es tablished wo rld record.

As with most pr act ica l pist ol e xe r­
cises , E l Presidente sho uld not be a t­
tempted by un skill ed shoote rs . Smooth.
preci se gun han dling doe s not co me
witho ut a ce rta in a mo unt of wo rk . mu ch
of which ca n be don e with an e mpty gun
and dumm y a mmunition off the shoo ting
ran ge. T he best co urse. for th ose who
are reall y int e rest ed . is to enro ll in a fo r­
mal sc hoo l of wea po nc ra ft a nd ac q uire
th e right techniq ue fro m th e gro und up .
Bad ha bit s are ; a



Author firing the Constable in combat
stance. The .22 rimfire makes this gun less
than ideal for combat, but it's also
available in a .380 Auto version.

handgun whe never I'm hiking th rough th e
woods o r desert, The rimfire Co nstable
easily qu alifies in th at regard. My sample
weig hs just 24 ounces and measures 6Y2
inches in overall length. H eight is 4%
inche s. Th e slide and frame is % inch
th ick, while th e gun itself is bare ly an inch
wide at its wides t po int (the grip).

This is an all-steel hand gun , and both
frame and slide are highl y poli shed and
deepl y blu ed. I've already mention ed th at
th e Astra re sem bl es th e we ll -known
Walthe r PPK. Int ernally th ese guns are
somewhat differe nt, but ex te rnally th ey'r e
very mu ch alike. Both pistols ope rate on
the straight blowback principl e, and both
fea ture similar safet y lever s located at th e
left rear of the slide. The magazine re lea se
button is also located on th e left side , at
the base of th e trigger guard.

The Co nstab le's takedown latch is 10-

At one time in th e dim 'pas t, Spa nish- eithe r chambe ring selli ng for $ 198 . For an
n made pistols had a bad reputation ex tra ten bu cks you can have th e same
among American shooters. And up until guns in chrome finish.
World War II the re were a lot of cheaply Whil e most customers for a DA pocket
made handgu ns exported from Spain. By pistol are likely looking for a person al
and large th ese were inferior copies of defense firearm and will probably selec t

, American and G erman design s, made of th e cenrerfire ve rsio n, I opted for th e rim ­
poor-qu alit y materials and sloppily man u- fire .22 . My han dguns are bought for
fac tured, N ot surpris ingly, th ese guns three basic reason s - for hunting , target
we re any th ing but dep endable, and some shooting or informal plinking. The .380
were even da ngerous to shoot. isn't mu ch of a big game load, and the

H owever, th e re were so me Spa nish ammo is too cos tly to plink with unl ess
gunma ke rs who produced nothing bu t you chase down those far-flung brass cases
qu alit y firearm s. Included in thi s nu mber and recycle th em at th e loading ben ch .
was Un cet a, th e manufacturer of Astr a But the .22 long rifle makes a great car­
hand gun s. rridge for small game , is bo th accurate and

Astra hand gu ns are now imported to pleasant to shoot, and keep ing a .22 pis tol
thi s country by Inre rarrn s, 10 Pr ince fed wo n' t put mu ch of a dent in the
Street, Alexandri a, Virgini a 22313, and bu dget.
the Inre rarrns lineup of these Spanish- I'm a big fan of rimfire pocket pistol s. I
made arms include one of th e slickes t- spe nd as mu ch tim e as possible outdoors,
looking, smoothes t operating auto pistol s and I like to carry a small, lightweight
I've see n in a long, long tim e. This is the
Constab le model , a do ub le action poc ke t
pistol bearing mo re th an passing resem-
blance to the famed Walthe r model PPK.

ACP and .22 long rifle vers ions with e ~ .._

C •\t\e _G~~e

· i''f:G~~'d
\-~~!"d of 'hetrigger and pro-

jeers slightly on bo th sides of th e frame.
Di sassem bly procedure is simple - just
rem ove the magazine, pull th e slide to th e
rear and hold it th er e with one hand while
pulling downward on the taked own latch
with thumb and fo re finger of th e othe r
hand, and then ease th e slide asse mbly
forward off the frame . Reassemble in re­
verse o rder.

Ca re of wo rk ma nship is obvious on
close inspection. Fit and finish are excel­
lent and the gun functions ve ry smoothly.
I' ve run maybe 1,000 ro unds of both
standard and high-velocit y .22 LR load s
th rough my test samp le to da te, and have
enco untered maybe a half dozen failures
to function. Th ose came early on in th e
testing , incidentally, and the last seve ral
hundred ro unds have fired witho ut a flaw.
Th at 's ph en om en al reli ability from any
rimfire autoloader. CC l's hot Stinge r
ammo works very well in th e gun, as does



Winchester's new Xpedirer loads .
Th e doubl e ac t io n trigg er pull is

smooth and easily co ntro llable, while th e
single-action leroff is a crisp 4 pounds.
The squar ed-off fr ont sig h t bl ad e is
generously sized and is easy to find in
squ are-n ot ched leaf of th e ad justable (fo r
windage only) rear sight. The rear sight
has ro unde d corners to prevent hangup
on clothing.

Loading th e 10-ro und clip is made eas­
ier by the knurled button proj ecting from
the left side of the magazine . This lets th e
shoot er compre ss th e follower spring with
the thumb while the magazine is being
filled . The magazine itself appears to be
ve ry we ll designed, and the lips seem less
fragile and damage-prone than som e I've
seen . Magazine e jec tion is positive, and

the hamm er down . Th er e's no trigger dis­
connec to r to render th e gun inop erative
when the magazine is rem oved , so the gun
can be fir ed witho ut th e magazin e in
place .

The slide lock s o pe n afte r th e last
ro und has been fired , so you always kn ow
when th e magazine ru ns d ry. Wh en a
fresh clip has been inserted , depressing
th e slide release button that falls handily
under the thumb of a right-handed shoot­
er purs you back in busi ness.

Accur acy is all you co uld expect of a
lightweight pocket pistol. I had no trouble
making 5-ro und groups print inside of 2
inch es at 25 yards, while firing off the
who le clip opened the sp reads up to
aro und 3 inches acro ss. The chec ke red
plasti c grips felt good in the hand, and the

littl e gun proved to be a natural pointer .
Fully loaded and with th e Constable

tucked away inside a Jackass hip holster,
the who le outfit still rips the scales about
4 ounces shy of two pounds. That makes it
an easy-carrying sidearm th at even a lazy
outdoorsrnan co uld ri'r ob jec t to toein g
aro und.

The rimfire Co nstable makes a to p­
not ch knockaround hand gun, and is accu­
race enough to puc meat in th e pot. And
while the .22 lon g rifle ro und wo uldn't be
my fir st cho ice for serious social use , th e
gu n co uld ce rtain ly be us ed fo r self
defense.

I've also had th e chance to cry the .380
cente rf ire versi on , and it 's all but identical
to th e .22 rimfire Astra. Unless you ge t a
good look ar the size of hole in th e muz­
zle, th e only way to tell the two guns apart
is by glancing at th e legend scamp ed on
th e breech end of th e barrel and visibl e
through the e jection port whe n the slide
is in batt er y. Th e rimfire constable shows
".22LR " through chis port, while th e ce n­
terfire read s "9mm C (.38 0). " Ther e's a
.32 ACP ver sion , as we ll, but because this
caliber isn't overly popular amo ng Ame ri­
can pistol eros Inr er arrn s doesn't sto ck th is
number .

Inter arrns also imports th e similarly
sty led Walth er pocket pistol, but this ad­
mittedly exce llent handgun now retails for
nearl y $350 (the rimfi re PP and PPK/S
sell for $3 70). That makes th e Spanish­
mad e Co nstab le a real bargain at just
und er $200. Th er e are othe r hand guns
chat outwardly resem ble th e Walcher, but
most look -alikes are of mu ch poorer qu al­
icy. While th e Constabl e isn 't a dead

sell for $3 70). That makes th e Spanish­
mad e Co nstab le a real bargain at just
und er $200. Th er e are othe r handguns
chat outwardly resemble th e Walcher, but
most look -alikes are of mu ch poorer qual­
icy. While th e Con stabl e isn 't a dead
ringer for th e highe r pri ced Walcher, ir
does share some design features. Mor e
importantl y, chis g un approac hes th e
famed Walcher qu alit y of wo rkmanship
and appears to be equally reli able.

In sho re, the Astra Co nstable is a top­
qu ality auto pi stol th at th e most dis ­
criminating shoote r wo uld be happ y to

(Continued on page 62)

Above: The Astra is small enough to fit in
the palm of your hand, making it an
easily concealable back-up piece. Right:
Takedown is easy and takes only a few
seconds. Takedown release is located just
forward of the trigger, and projects on
both sides of the frame .

th e clip pop s part way out of its well whe n
th e release button is pr essed. If the gun is
held anywhe re near ve rt ical the magazine
falls clear eve ry tim e .
- The ro tating safety leve r locks the trig­

ge r and blocks th e firing pin whe n en­
gage d - and if th e safety is moved to its
"on safe" pos ition while the gun is coc ked,
th e hamm er automatically slams forward.
In fact you can't coc k th e hamm er while
th e safecy is engaged. Th e rebounding fir­
ing pin doesn't co ntact the prim er whe n



By Fred Massey

T he .256 Winches te r Magn um ro und
was introd uced circa 1960, along

wit h the H awkeye pistol. a Ruger Black­
hawk fram e with cylinder replaced by a
flat tip-ou t breech with a single chamber.
Th e pisto l failed to se ll, go ing on to be­
come one of the rarer Ruger collect ib les,
but the round lived on (in the Thompson
Center single shot ) and deve loped a small
bu t ard ent coterie of fans .

T he .35 7 Mag num case necked to .256
calibe r, th is cart ridge has proven itself as a
fine cho ice for the handgun -packing var­
mint er . At the same time , many be lrgun
aficionadoes simpl y refu se to tru ck with
any gun that doesn' t go off five or six
times witho ut reload ing.

No produ ction revolver has eve r been
chambere d for the .256. When the rou nd
came out, Co lt tri ed it expe rime nta lly in
the Python, but foun d that casing backup
due to the bottl eneck des ign would jam
the brass cart ridge head against the recoil
shield and freeze the cylinder so lid. Smith
& Wesson 's model 53 in .22 Remingto n
Je t was finally discont inued beca use its
taper ed cart ridge ofte n caused simi lar
probl ems .

Bur , fortunately, ther e are always in­
ve nt ive gunsm iths aro und . One is J im
Koons of Cleveland Bluing. In add ition to
the fine refinishing capa bility that gives
the ope ration its name, Cleveland Bluing
offe rs a full range of custo m gunsmith
services , and among othe r thi ngs is a D an
Wesson warra nty rep air stati on.

Last year, Koons dec ided that the .256
revolver was a co nce pt that co uld be

iro ned out. Start ing wit h a blank barrel
and cylinder, and a fine new Dan Wesson
mod el 15 with facto ry engraving, he set to
his task.

The fru it of his labors is sitt ing next to
my typ ewr it er at the moment. W hat
catc hes your eye even mo re than the en­
graving is the boldly unflured cylinde r.
And, as you turn the gun in your hand, the
mou segun openings in the fro nt of the
cylinde r make you do a do ub le take.

D oes it shoot? Does it ever. D an Wes­
son guns have always exhibited extraord i­
nary accuracy; if no t the tight es t shooting
sixgun you can generally take our of a
facto ry box, it is at worst tied wit h the
Python for that ho nor. Koons used a
D ou gl as Premium ba rre l, turne d and
threaded to work wit h a standard D W
barrel shro ud , and with a rifling twist of
one turn in 14 inches.

The ...256
Comes Back
ina Revolver

Custom .256 W inchester
Ma gnum Dan Wesson
Revolver b y Cleveland Bluing
reg istered fine accurac y in
fiel d te sts.

,/

Whil e I couldn 't find a Ransom rest
with a Dan Wesson grip insert in time for
this art icle, my groups from two-handed
rest indicate that the Cleveland conver­
sion is capable of staying well within the
two-inch maximum gro up size at fift y
yards that D an Wesson owners have come
to acce pt as a matt er of course . My own
gro ups wer e stringing a little hori zontally,
doub tless because I wasn 't accustomed to
the lime-yellow plastic ramp fro m sight on
the sample piece; the gun was having
tro ub le with the shoot e r, as it were.

H andling characte ristics) Muzzle blast
and reoort were ex tre me ly unpleasan r.



Specially-reamed cylinder is evident in this shot. Backouts did occur with some
handloads but factory fodder worked well.

loads in the Dan Wesson control gun I
brou ght alo ng, which also had a flat-sided ,
unvenr ed, six-inch heavy barrel shr ou d.
Th e muzzle flash makes that of a .35 7
look like a pen cil flashlight nex t to a five­
ce ll Kel-Lire , just abo ut, and high , hard
so und of its detonatio n all but knii fe
th ro ugh your ear protector s to get at your
eardrums. Felt recoil , however, see ms to
be somewhat less than with the 158-gr.
.357, abo ut the same as a 110-grain .357
that wo uld push 1500 fps out of the six­
inch rube.

What you're ge tti ng in rerum is a sixty
grain bull et leaving the muz zle at maybe
2200 feet pe r secon d, which you can push
to almos t 2400 with the eight-inch option
on the D an Wesson . In a Co nte nde r of
similar length, you're ge tting a bit over
2400, and eve n more if your T iC has the
te n-inch tube.

The mus hroom will go be tween .50 and
.60 calibe r, which is ext rao rd inary for a
sma ll bore slug, and equals or surpasses
what many 9mm., .38 Special Plus P, and
so me . 3 57 M agnum so ftpo ints ca n
achieve.

Co uple thi s dramatic expa nsion with
the short pen etration , and with the hydro­
static shock value that becomes a reality
wh en you pass th e 2, 000 foot-secon d
mark , and you have what handgun hunters
knew was there all along: a dram aticall y
effective varmint handgun.

I wo uld be ver y leer y of using this

knock over me tall ic silho uet tes, eve n
under the new rules about setting them
that makes them go down easier , is un­
proven and doubtful at this time . If the
ro und has anything to offer for anything
bigger for varmints, it would be special­
purpose anti-personnel con frontations . I
woul d conside r a Dan Wesson co nverted
to .256 Magnum if assign ed, for example,
to security for a VIP who spent a lot of
time amidst crowds . In that application ,
since a terrorist or assassin might be ex­
pect ed to wear concea led body armo r, the
.256 woul d likely still do the job.

But that is admittedly far-fetched. T he
.2 56 is for varmint hunters and hand gun
performance e nt hus iasts, and there it
shin es.

A .2 56 Winc hester Magn um does a lot,
and with a converted Dan Wesson, you
can do it six times instead of once , as with
a single shot. That is, if the gun keeps
shoot ing.

Yes, folks, the re is bad news . T he tes t
sample didn 't pe rk as reliably as I had
hop ed . Koons tells me that dur ing tes ts in
Clevelan d, the gun funct ioned perfectly
except wit h some handloads that had been
inadvertently assembled wit h too-high
primers . I started with an assort ment of
.256 handloads, prov en formula ranging
fro m mild to wild on the ballistic scale.

In most of the handloads, I experienced

bad cylinder freez eup. A check showed
that everything was as it sho uld be; the
cases wer e simp ly backi ng up out of the
cylinder. Extrac tion was also extremely
difficult, so much so that the spent casings
had to be po unded out once the cylinder
was forced ope n. Yet only a couple of the

1 called Jim, who had sent some of the
handl oads I was testing it with , and he
advised me that a bad batc h might have
go tte n in to the package. Factory loads, he
told me, had worked perfectly in testing. I
acquired a box of Win chester 60 -grain
hollow po ints , and made an other trip to
the range. Case baceout was, indeed, non­
existent with tbefa ctory stuff. Unfortunate­
ly, the sticky cases persisted. At least a
fast , smooth six shots could be go tten off.

I personally ten d to think that add i­
tion al polish of the chambe rs wou ld be
likel y to so lve the problem, since one or
two cha m be rs we re sticky to get th e
rounds in to in the first place. I'm a thou ­
sand miles from Jim's shop , though, and I
think having a gunsmith touch up another
gunsmith 's brain chil d is in bad tast e, let
alon e working on it myself. A little careful
but forcib le applicatio n of e jector rod tip
to shooting table hand led the prob lem
well enough for the tests to continu e
anyway.

Bear in mind that this was the ver y first
of Jim 's efforts , a tru e prototype . I have
no do ubt that th e successive .2 56 Dan
Wess on s will hav e a more th orough
polish .

Jim is now takin g-orders for the conve r­
sion, at S180 .00 per gun. Of course , your
.35 7 barr el and cylinde r will be reru rned
to you. H e will use your stan dard barrel

shroud , so anyone you show your priz e to
will have to look be yond the barrel stamp­
ing to rea lize it 's som et hing ot her than a
three-fIve-seven.

Jim is also planning to deliver .256/.357
int er changeabi lity on commercially re­
wor ked Dan Wessons . He hopes to be



going to be an iffy proposinon, I fear;
getting a revolver in perfect time gener­
ally involves more than a little fitting and
filing, in which the cylinder assembly
plays an important part. Dan Wesson
Arms is said to be working on inter­
changeable calibers with the big-frame
.44/45 version due out in 19 79, and
though I can 't comment on the approach
they're taking to the timing problem of
multiple cylinders, I have seen the plans
and I can say that it differs from Jim's
technique, which is going to involve a
modification of the upper crane leg.

It can perhaps be done, however. Ruger
and Harrington & Richardson have sev­
eral successful, interchangeable-cylinder
models out, as have some other makers,
though all must be factory-fitted to be

certain of proper parts line-up. I imagine
it can be done on the Dan Wesson double
action, to, but it will have to be done very
carefully.

Jim has other irons on the fire. Among
them are a cylinder for a shortened .22
Hornet with complementary barrel, and a
.22 rimfire version of the gun. He already
offers replacement Douglas barrels that
slip inside the factory barrel shroud of a
Dan Wesson in .38/.35 7; you have the
option of one-in-ten or one-in-fourteen
inch twist, and the muzzles are crowned to
an elev en degree dish as on many custom
PPC guns. Prices are $25 for a four-inch,
$30 for a six, and $35 for an eight-inch
tube. Jim has sent me one but a shipping
problem prevented my testing it in time
for this article. Nolan Santy (Sanco Guns,

eleven degree crown in my four-inch
Model 15 Dan Wesson, and it shoots su­
perbly with any ammo, and better than
the factory barrel with .38 wadcutters.
Price is similar, as is the six week deliv er y
time .

The .25 (5 Magnum Dan Wesson is a
newie on the custom market; at this writ­
ing, the sample on my desk is the only
completed gun. You pays your money and
you takes your chances. Jim knows this
well, and he promises me that anyone dis­
satisfied with the results can get a full
refund, provided that they return barrel
and cylinder. Naturally, if the y have been
tampered with, the refund goes out the
window.

Being first in line for a radical new cus-

The small muzzle
opening would lead

you to do a double
take when you

consider the massive
.357 frame it comes

out of.

tom gun is kind of like having open heart
surgery done with a new technique at a
teaching hospital. It may be more satisfy­
ing than 'you had dared to hope, or it may
be disappointing, but either way, your re­
sponse is going to be intense. If a .256
revolver is what you want (and it is desira­
ble in many ways), and if it turns out that
super-careful mirror polishing is all that's
required to make the gun function per­
fect, you' re gonna love it to pieces. If you
get case backouts and chamber-stick after
coughing up a hundred eighty smackers,
you're going to be righteously ripping
mad. If that happens, you simply get a
refund and put your .35 7 barrel and cy­
linder back in, perhaps making minor tim­
ing readjustments. That is a better deal
than they give you in the cardiac surgery

gun . It 's accurate and unique, and has fea­
tures many hardcore handgunners would
like to avail themselves of. True, the big
gun companies couldn't get the bugs out
of similar designs, but that doesn 't neces­
sarily mean that a custom conversion can't
circumvent the problems that made pro­
duction versions of a .256 revolver im­
practical.

If you 've got a Dan Wesson you'd like
to try it with, write to Jim and see what
you can set up . I'm personally not too
excited about the interchangeable caliber
feature, if only because of the possibility
that somebody might sock in the .357 cy­
linder and leave the .256 barrel intact,

thus setting the stage for a blowup that
could leave them doing the rest of their
shooting with prosthetic hooks instead of
hands. Remember, the production inter­
changeable caliber revolvers are .22
LR/.22 Magnum, or 9 mm .l.357, or .45
Long Colt /.45 ACP, and use the same barrel
with both cyli nders. Still, if Jim is going to
do it for nothing (it's going to be included
nanus. l\.~mt'mDt'r; ·{nt' prooucuon urrer-

changeable caliber revolvers are .22
LR/.22 Magnum, or 9 mm .l.357, or .45
Long Colt /.45 ACP, and use the same barrel
with both cyli nders. Still , if Jim is going to
do it for nothing (it's going to be included
in the $180, he tells me), then the .256/
.357 versatility might make the difference
for you . Just be dam n careful when you
swap calibers.

This article would not be complete if I
didn't state that the Dan Wesson Arms
people consider Jim and his guys to be
among the best 'smiths in the country to
work on their guns; DWA vice president
Dick Rosenfeld considers the Cleveland
Bluing action job on the Dan Wesson to
be the best available anywhere . They
wouldn't have given Jim the blank cylin­
ders and whatnot that he needed for the
experimental .256 if they weren't sure
he could put it together better than any­
one else.

You take a risk when you send your gun
in for any custom work that's still in the
experimental stages , but I'd trust Jim with
one of my Dan Wessons. In fact, I've got
an unfired model 15 that I won in a com­
bat match a few months ago, and I've got
several DWs in .35 7 now anyway, and I've
been wondering what to do with that lat­
est addition.

As soon as I can get a hundred eighty
spare dollars in the same pile, I'm gonna
wrap it up and weigh it, address it to Jim
Koons, Cleveland Bluing, 1024 East
185th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44119, and



WhatSNew
moun rs (availab le ar loc al gun sro res ) for
Smirh & Wesson, Ru ger and Co ntender
pisrols.

Wirh 1.7X magnificario n, Handgunner
II has an 8-foor field of view ar 100 yards.
Parall ax is adjusted for zero ar 75 feer and
beyon d. Hutson 's pat en ted design
provides an exclusive un limited eye reli ef.
It enables eve n rhe lon gesr-arm shoore rs
ro obrain a roral, clear rarger image wh ile
holdin g rheir pis rol ar arm 's lengrh . A
srandard cross -hair rericl e is employed.

The new Handgunner II has
pr ecision-ground, high -effi ciency op rics,
coa red wirh magn esium fluoride, nirrogen
filled and sealed ro pr event leakage and
foggin g. "By employ ing high-speed d igiral
co mpurer analysis, an exrr emel y co mpacr
op rics sysrem wirh oprimum clariry and
br ighrness was achieved, " said designer
Neil Hurson. "Wirh new eleva rion and
windage click ad justme nts of Ys-inch per
click ar 100 yards rhe co mpe ririon
shoorer, ammo resrer , han dgun hunter­
any pisrol e nthusiast - will fin d rhe
Handgunner II ro be a useful addiri on ro
1.; 0 o_~.."h ~ MU~..l

click ar 100 yards rhe co mpe ririon
shoorer, ammo rester , han dgun hunter­
any pisrol e nthusiast - will fin d rhe
Handgunner II ro be a useful addiri on ro
his sporr ," he added .

For a fre e bro chure on Hutson 's
Handgunner II pisrolscope, wrir e JPM
Sale s, D ep 'r. AH, Box 59 3, Mansfield ,
TX 76063.

Custom-Grade Conetrol
Base for
Thompson/Center
Contender
• G ood new s for silho ue rre shoorers .
N ew Cone rro l has a new rhr ee-ring base
for rhe Contender pi srol. Style show n is
rhe Cu srom-gr ade low-ring style . Cosr is
rhe same as rhe regular mounrs exce pr yo u
add rhe cos r of a rhird rin g. Specially
ad apred for rhe "ho t" calibe rs. They will
sray pur eve n during rhe heaviesr re coil.
Wrire: Coner rol, D epr. AH, Hi ghway 123
Sour h, Seg uin, TX 78 155.

case is ruptured , or a primer is pie rced ,
esca ping gases are ve nted rhrough rhree
(3) porrs in rhe bo lr. The Wichira
Silho ue rre receiver incorporares a
bolr-srop release , and is drilled and rapped
so rhe Lyman rear sighr can be mounted ar
ei rher rhe rear or front of rhe receiver.
T he rrigger is ad jusrable.

The Wi chi ra Silho ue rre is inven rori ed
in 7mm PPC, .308 x 1Y2 , and .308
Winches rer (full ieng rh). O rher
cham berings are availab le upon requ esr.

The srock is offered in eirhe r fibe rglass
or Am erican walnur. Wrire: Mr. N olan
Iack so n, W i<;hifil En ain eerjnz & Suonl v.
WInCheSrer ( tu l lengrh). Urher
cham berings are availabl e upon requ esr.

The srock is offered in eirhe r fiberglass
or Am eri can walnur. Wrire: Mr. N olan
J acks on , W ichir a Engin eering & Supply,
Inc., D epr. AH, 333 Lulu , Wic hira,
KS 6721 1.

• The riny new Handgunner II , a
second-ge ne ra rio n pisrolscope designed
by N eil Hurson, has been anno unced by
JPM Sales, narion al mar ke ring firm for
rhe scopes.

Only 5Y2 inches lon g and weighing just
5 ounces, rhe compacr pisrol sco pe
features new internal click ad justme nts
for windage and elevarion (no r pr ovi ded
o n rhe origina l H utson Handgunner
intro du ced more rhan 10 yea rs ago ). Lisr
price for rhe new scope is $89 . It firs
cr"ln..-J "l t'"~ Th r"y\ ,.... c A n lrAnrAn ~ .". f" ,""li1

Hutson Handgunner II
World's Smallest
Pistolscope

r t- 1' ·
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• W ich ira Engineering & Supply, In c. of
Wi chir a, Ka nsas, previously kno wn for
rheir line of ours randing Varm int and
Sporrer rifles , single sho r acrions , and
qu aliry accessories, has int ro duced a new
pi srol for serio us handgunners. The
Wi chir a Silho ue rre Pisrol was de signed
primarily for rhe Merallic Silho ue rre
enthusias t, or hunrer , who ins isrs up on
ex rre me accu racy and masrer
crafrsma nship.

The W ichira Silho uerre is a sing le sho t,
bolr acrion pisrol. The ro und receiver and
barrel are made of rhe high esr qualiry
chrome-mol y sreel. The flu red and
poli shed chrome -moly bo lr is carefully
ground ro assure a precision fir. T he bolr
face is recessed, and rhe rhree (3) locking
lugs are han d lapped ro assure perfecr
"ll i (Yn JY"l""", n r 'n:,tr h f" h """, r h ':lm hp t" Tt ':l r -:lr r r t rl O-p

metal-lined for speed , good look s and
durabiliry. Learher is srrongly sriched and
rig is furn ished wirh rie-down alrho ugh a
rie down really isn 't necessary as rhe......,
me tal-lined for speed, good look s and
durabiliry. Learher is srrongly sric hed and
rig is furn ished wirh rie-down alrho ugh a
rie down really isn't necessary as rhe
hol srer doesn't change posirion in rhe fasr
draw. W irh 6 or 12 carr ridge loops in
38/357, 44 & 45 wirh 2Y2"co nro ured be lr
and boor stitc h. Availab le in all barrel
lengrh s fro m 4~" ro 7Yz" single acrion
o nly. (Nor made for .22 caliber
revolvers). Wrire: G . Wm. D avis, D epr.
AH, P.O . Box 446, Arcadia, CA 9 1006.

Metallic Silhouette Pistol
Introduced by Wichita

• For rhe shoorer who prefers rhe low
slun g, forwar d rak e holsrer, Davis now
offers rheir model 4505. Made from 7-8
oz. to p grai n cowhide, rhe EPITAPH is

G. Wm. Davis New
EPITAPH S.A. Rig



DENVER
lISSlIULT

COURSE
By Ray Ordorica

T he Mile High City of Denver, Colo­
rado, is one of the most active areas

in the country for pistol competition of all
kinds, including IPSC, metallic silFlOuette,
magnum handgun, and classical NRA
competition. Some of the fiercest compe­
tition takes place among the IPSC shoot­
ers. Ask any IPSC shooter in the Denver
area what is one of the toughest courses of
fire and he will probably mention the
Denver Assault Course, designed by Dan
Predovich, coordinator of the Colorado
Piscol League (CPL).

The Denver Assault Course is a true
test of practical shooting ability combined
with speed and agility and with extreme
demands made on shooter accuracy .
Shooters have co shoot twO stages of 18
shots per stage. During each stage the
shooter must run approximately 50 to 75
meters at cop speed stopping at 3 shooting
points along the way. He must draw and
fire 6 shots from each position, two per
target, three targets, and reholster before
moving on . The entire course is Com­
stock count, score divided by time.

Shooters start from behind a start-finish
line which is located about 35 meters back
from the target line and on the right side
of the range. The targets are spaced about
5 meters apart and the center targer for
the first stage of the course is 5 meters
closer than the targets on each side, or
some 30 meters from the start line . On
command "fire ," the shooter must run
diagonally to the left to position one­
behind a barrel approximately 25 meters
from the target line, from which he must
fire from a concealed position. This is de­
fined as having at least one knee touching
command "fire ," the shooter must run
diagonally to the left to position one­
behind a barrel approximately 25 meters
from the target line, from which he must
fire from a concealed position. This is de­
fined as having at least one knee touching
the ground within the marked area behind
the barrel. You are in for a surprise when
you touch off your 1st round with the gun
over an open barrel!

After shooting 2 shots per target from
position one , he then must run diagonally
to the right to position two-a log or rail­
road tie on the ground. The shooter must
again fire from a concealed position two
more shots per target. "Concealed" here
is defined as having any portion of the

Hitting isn't the
only way to win.
As Ross Seyfried
found out. Speed
and a measure
of agility are iust
as important.
The start / finish
line is 35 meters
back from the
target line and
to the right.



One of the
toughest and
demanding, the
Denver Assault
with its true test
of practical
shooting ability
makes for a busy
day in any man's
language . You
can tell by the
facial expression
that Ross is hav­
ing a workout.

upper torso touching the ground beh ind
the log. The farthest target from the log is
about 20 meters. Safety prevails and to
make sure the gun is not drawn pointing
rearward at the spectators, contestants are
advised to draw while kneeling or, in
some cases, while diving through the air.
With head tow ard the targets in a prone
position it is almost impossible with most
rigs to draw without covering the specta­
tors, so it is spelled Out to all shooters
very specifically that the gun must be
handled in a safe manner at all times or
match disqualification will be the result.

There is quite a varie ty of shooting po­
sitions seen here, (position 2) with some
even shooting from Elmer Keith 's back­
rest position, with knee drawn up and
. ~' ... '" ~ . c·· · ·· . .
handled in a safe manner at all times or
match disqualification will be the result .

There is quite a variety of shooting po­
sitions seen here, (position 2) with some
even shooting from Elmer Keith's back­
rest position, with knee drawn up and
head away from the targe ts. Whi le that is a
very good and quick posi tion to assume,
most shoot with head toward the target
and two hands on the gun to he lp control
recoil.

After these second six shots are fired,
shooters must reholsrer and move to pos i­
tion three-the closest point to the tar­
gets at approximately 15 meters from the
farthest target. These last 6 shots are fired
from a conventional ' exposed 2-hand
standing positio n. The gun is then holst­
ered and the shooter must turn and run
away from the targets back across the
start-finish line to stop the clock . Two
people with electronic timers compare re­
sults to avoid conflict and range alibis.

Emphasis is placed on accurac y by sub­
tracting 10 points for each miss which is
effectively removing 15 points from your
possible score; 10 for the penalty plus 5
you could have got. In this game, misses
are fatal. In addition to the 10 point pen­
alty for misses, extra sho ts will count 10
points off. Touching the gun while mov­
ing between positions will cost you 5
points. Deduct 5 points for moving be­
tween positions with an empty gun except
for the final dash to the finish line . Shoot­
ers must keep their wits about them. One

line . Kn owing that if the gun hit the
ground he would be disqualified for the
stage, but would only lose 5 po ints if he
touched it, he grabbed his gun just in time
to avoid the disas te r of losing one whole
stage and gladly lost only 5 poi nts.

For the second stage of the course the
targets are all partially concealed behind a
wooden barricade and the firing proce­
dure is the same . The left target is Y2
exposed, the midd le target is just poking
head and shoulders over the top of the
barricade, and the right target has Y2 the
torso exposed plus both shoulders and
head showing. The barricade is presumed
to be impenetrable so shots in the bar­
ricade count as misses . H owever, should a
shot strike the edge between barricade. - . ~ . . - ' . -- - - ... - . ---

barricade, and the right target has Y2 the
torso exposed plu s bo th shoulders and
head showi ng. The barricade is presumed
to be impe ne trable so sho ts in the bar­
ricade count as misses. However, should a
sho t strike the edge between barricade
and target and split the difference, going
Y2 into target and Y2 into wood this counts
as a hit since on a concrete or steel wall
the bullet would most probably stri ke the
rea l-life targe t concealed behind.

The targets and barricade to which they
are attached are about 25, 20, and 15
meters from the shooting pos itio ns and 35
from the sta rt-finish line . D ue to the
criss-crossing of the range while runni ng
from pos ition to position, shooters end up
running from 50 to 75 meters per stage.
This also depends on the terrain on which
the course is set up and may be somewhat
longer if up hill and dow n from position to
position, etc. No hard and fast dis tances
should be set, but there should be a rea­
sonable balance between running and
shooting.

Common sense app lied to available te r­
rain and backstops should always preva il
in all pract ical shoo ting tests. It is far bet­
ter to be well versed in the fu ndame ntals
of shoo ting and be able to app ly those
basics to any give n situa tion than to be
able to prac tice any standard exe rcise to
perfection and boredom. T he Denver As­
sault Course, while be ing a fine test of
shooter skill also places some emphasis on
physical conditio n. which is a most oracti-



THE REMINGTON • • •

I t's been called "The Pursuit Of The
. Iron Chickeri" or "Stalking The Steel- .-

I t's been called "The Pursuit Of The
. Iron Chickeri" or "Stalking The Steel

Turkey," but whatever you choose to
name it, the sport of metallic silhouette
shooting is a fun-gun thing that is catching
on everywhere. It came up from South of
the Border and was immediately jumped
on by American rifle toters . . . then, not
to be outdone, the pisroleros found out
that they knew a good thing when they
shot it .

Now 50 states have their chapters of
IHMSA (International Handgun Metallic
Silhouette Association) with sanctioned
matches. There was something infectious
about toppling over life-sized, steel rams
at distances clear out to 200 meters . ..
with a pistol, yet?

Aye that is the rub. What pistol? A lot
of fine handguns could hit those distant
beasties but those targets didn't fall down
and play dead, .necessarilv, At this point in
time, some anonymous deep thinker must

. have said, "What about the Remington
XP-lOO?"

That did it. The pistol with a whole lot
of rifle in its blood ... was born again .
The .221 Fireball was a good , flat­
shooting cartridge. But, neither the fac­
tory nor the handloaded round had
enough stuff for the punch that was
needed to always knock 'em flat. The an-

you believe these possibilities? Here's a
partial list : .222, .222 Mag., .223, 6 x 47,-

. you believe these possibilities? Here's a
partial list : .222, .222 Mag., .223, 6 x 47 ,
6mm, .250 Savage, .257 Roberts, 6.5 x
.250, 7 x 57, 7 x .250, .30 Rem., .308,
.35 Rern., .350 Rem. Mag., .338, .358 and
more . . . much more.

It had to come to this, when you figure
that the targe ts were Yl" thick steel for
chickens and pigs and %" for turkeys and
rams. Now we have the gun and with
modifications, the cartridge. But how did
the Remington XP-I00 come about? To
begin at the beginning, let 's go back to
about March, 1963. ,

With more and more shooters becom­
ing interested in long range varmint and
small game hunting with a handgun, high
velocities and flat trajectories became the
name of that tune. With telescopic sights
already a reality, few shooters could hold
well enough to take maximum advantage
of the improved scopes and ammunition
at long ranges . Understanding this prob­
lem, Remington designed a new, highly
accurate handgun that later went on to
become the basis of their 600 rifle.

A single shot, bolt action, they dubbed
it the XP-lOO. The one piece molded
Du Pont "Zytell" str uctural nylon grip
and stock was great for not warping or
changing shape like 'wood can sometimes
do. It was made for either a right- or left-

Actually, a bolt action rifle with pistol di­
mensions.

Actually, a bolt action rifle with pistol di­
mensions.

Remington put on a ventilated rib to
improve the sighting plane and a blade
front sight and a rifle-type rear sight.
Drilled and tapped for scope it was made
with a 10Y:{ barre l. A rotating thumb
safety was placed near the bolt handle.

Now the beauty of the XP-lOO was that
the unique design gave only minimum
whip, jump and recoil. After all, when
you're shooting a cutdown rifle, so to
speak, you'd like to be able to hang on
to it .

As we mentioned earlier, the .221
Fireball was good for game with 2650
velocities. But on the armored rams, sus­
tained energy way out was lacking. Rem­
ington said its Fireball would sustain 780
foot pounds of energy at 300 yards. But
the metal menagerie wasn 't impressed by
that 50 grain pill no matter what Rem­
ington said.

So now . . . enter the modifications.
And that's what this issue is all about. The
Remington XP-lOO was a great idea. And
great ideas deserve to remain alive. Wi th
heavier barrels and cartridges the XP-lOO
has come of age . The Remington XP-lOO
belongs . .. it belonged yesterday for
varmints and small game and it's alive and



IN THE BEGINNING
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METALLIC ILHOUm E
SHOOTING BOOMCREATES
NEW DEMAND FOR THE
REMINGTON PISTOLTHAT
THINKS IT'S ARIFLE

. By Mike Thill



In an interview uith Helmut Sakschek, he
tells how he developed the ThunderJ et.

D evelopment of my first unlimited
pis rol starred in March of 1978 . At

th is time, I had compe ted in three Silho u­
e tte matches. My involvement grew and
by April, I was appo inte d the Wiscons in
Stat e Di recror of the I.H .M.S.A. At our
nex t match a fried showed up with an
U nlimited . At this point , I dec ide d I had

they are the best stainless barrels on the
mark et roday . I have never owned an
Obermeyer barr el that would not shoot a
consiste nt gro up (we ll und er MOA). N ot
only doe s the use of stainless give better
stre ng th , but it also p romotes better
throat life; a definite plu s, since slightly
hotter turning powder s are used in a 15"
barrel.

In conside ration of our weight prob­
lem s, another problem was the srock. Th e

a cusromized Redfi eld Internation al Small
Bore Compe tition sight. This sight has 10
different inse rrs ro fit almos t every cond i­
tion of lighting.

Whe n we put it all rogether and put it
on the scale ... it was 1\12 ounce s ove r­
we ight. So mu ch for th e calculat ions .
With a pass of the millin g machin e on the
und erside of the action , and a couple of
lightening holes in the bolt handle , it
tipp ed the scale at an even 4 po unds - 7

TYPICAL LOADING DATA
H elms 747 Thunder J et , Cusrom XP-I00 Conversion, 15"
Oberm e yer Barrel

NOTES
good accuracy
large muzzle flash
large muzz le flash
accurate
adequate for rams

VELOCITY
2,201
2,309
2,351
2,075
2,124

and Ys ounces . . . Ys ounce un der the
weight limit.

At thi s point we went ro th e range. A
friend asked what I called it ; I rold him the
H elm s 747 J et. Aft er one sho t with our
beast we adde d the wor d Thunder.

We also had dies cusrom-made for us by
Pacific. Case-forming is a simple ope ra­
tion in that it forms the case fro m either
.222 Mag. or 6 x 47 , in one stro ke in the
full length sizing ope ration. Each finish ed
pisrol comes with 100 preformed match
nickel cases, a complete set of reload ing
dies and a velve t lined presentation case;
pr ice $747. 00 complete . Cusro m modifi­
cations ro existing XP's starr at $ 195.00.
Write : H elmut Sakschek, 216\12 Main St. ,

CHARGE
28.0
30.0
31.0 Max.
26.5
27.5 Max.

The follo wing load s were devel oped in a pisrol with stand­
ar d th ro at length . Bullets wer e se ate d ro rouch th e r ifling
slig htly.
BULLET POWDER
139Horn adayH335
139 Hornaday H335
139Hornaday H335
154 Horn aday H335
154Hornaday H335

existing nylon srock look s unworrhy of
the type of pisrol that I wanted ro pro­
duce. Som e of the Fiberglas srocks avail­
able were also plenty praerical; but again,
not in keepi ng with the beaut y of the
piece. Th e only thing ro use was wood. I
contacte d Fajen and the cooperation that I
received was amazing. In the next week,
we had a fancy grade French Walnu t that
we ighed only 13 ounces; only 2 ounces
more than the original nylon . We modi­
fied the srock slightly ro open the back
side aro und the tr igger area; (an are a that
was tot ally enclosed before) to allow us ro
use a Canj ar set trigger .

We ropp ed the action with a Lyman 57
rear sight especially made for us with

to bu ild one for myself. I se t out ro build
the Ultimate U nlimited Pisrol.

Th e calibe r I cho se ro work with was
7mm. It has been my expe rience that bul­
let fo r bu llet , the 7mm is more accurate
and retains be tter energy than any othe r
calibe r. Case selec tion was par tly based on
the action I int ended ro use , the Rem­
ington XP-I00 action. In orde r to avoid
mod ifications ro the bolt face , our case
se lection was limited. O f possible cases to
choo se from , we had the .221 , .22 3, .222,
.222 Mag. , and 6 x 47 (.222 Mag. opened
ro 6mm). We chose the latt er because the
neck had only ro be ope ned one mor e mm
and the neck would not thi n out as mu ch
as it had with othe rs. H ence, the birrh of
the H elm 747 . (A 6 x 47 ope ned to 7mm,
or a 7 x 47). We feel that this is the best
combination for Silho uett e shooting in
that it offers mild recoil , goo d bu llet se­
lection and more ade quate knockdown
power for those heavy rams.

T he biggest probl em that I was ro en­
counte r was the weight restr iction of four
and one half pou nds . I wanted a barre l
that was stro ng eno ugh to take a load that
would leave the rams flat on their back.
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N els Largent, gunsmith and owner of
Silver Shield G un Shop of Boise ,

Idaho likes to work with .30 Remingto n
when he custo mizes the XP-I OO. A goo d
cart ridge that is flat eno ugh and still has
the remaining ene rgy to to pple the tu r­
keys, says N els. Th e XP- IOOpictured was
made for J im Loon ey of Salt Lake City.
N els start ed with a modified Fajen stoc k,
added a special muzzle brake and used
Ebo ny tips and caps. Later , the gun pic­
tured had a high relief engraving job with
a chec ke red stoc k. Th e bolt handle was
changed with a new Remi ngto n 700 han­
dle. Sights are the Lyman 66 and a Lyman
17-A in the front. Silver Shield will make
any custo m conve rsion requ ested by the
custo me r. Thi s inclu des custo m engrav­
ing, custo m met alwork , accurizing, cus­
to m stock wo rk and th e gunsmithing
required for change of calibe r. Althou gh
involved heavily now in guns for metallic
silho ue tte shoot ing, N els specializes in
the fine tuning of revolve rs too. Wr ite :
Silver Shield G un Shop, D ep 'r AH , 45 08
Emerald, Boise , Idaho , 83 704 . ~

MOREXp·l00
CUSTOMS ON THE
FOLLOWING
PAGES ... INCLUDING
RON POWERS,
JOHN TOWLE
AND OTHERS



By Mason Williams

I be lieve it was back in 1963 that Rem­
ington sta rtle d handgunner s with th eir

prod uction calibe r 22 1 Fireb all cart ridge
and th eir X P- lOO bolt actio n single sho t
pisto l. For a while no one co uld figure Out
whether Remington had a sen se of hum or
or whe the r they were dead serious abo ut
th e X P-I 00. Th ey ce rta inly had faith in it
because eve ry year since 1963, it has been
offe red fo r sale to the public. Shoote rs ,
bo th rifle me n and handgunners, kin da
skidd led aro und the X P-lO O trying to fig­
ure Out just what to do with it. I put a
scope on mine and shot varmint s.

Wh en I first receive d it , I pl aye d
aro und with it on a be nch re st and finally
ended UP firing less th an one inch gro ups

Bu shn ell Ph an tom sco pe . It has never
been alte re d or changed to thi s day and it
co ntinues to put th e bull et right int o the
cross hairs.

Fort unate ly, ther e are many handgun­
ners who are never satisfied, thus increas­
ing the slow pace of progress. Th e barrel
has been re-c hambe re d. Th e barre l has
been rem oved and rep laced with just
abo ut any rifle or handgun cart ridge th at
co uld be handled by the action. H aving a
sho rt action limited the cart ridges that
could be fired in thi s pisto l.

O the rs ripped off the plastic stoc k and
fitt ed th e met al to exo tic woods, some of
the stoc ks having design s worthy of Star
Wars. An d still ot he r shoot er s installed



XP-I00 has led an interesting life eve n
th ou gh sales volume has never been im­
pressive - up until now.

It is stra nge th at such an extre mely ve r­
satil e piece sho uld re main basically ig­
nored until to day whe n th e Mexican Sil­
houette and hand gun hunting has brought
th e XP-l 00 to th e front as THE hand gun
to beat. With it s strong rifle actio n, th er e
is no cha nce of warp ing or spr inging any­
thing within th e piece it self. It will ef­
fortles sly handle th e 308. I und erst and
th at som e individual is planning to bring
out a 45 -70 X P-lOO. An d yet, with the
ability to install heavy barre ls and custom
stoc ks, recoil can be handl ed with reason­
able co mfo rt.

in th e development of the X P- I 00 for
both match shooting and hunting is Ron
Power of Indep enden ce, Mis souri 640 55,
P.O. Box 1604. H e is a gunsmith that
ranks with th e top half doz en in th e co un­
tr y tod ay. H e has im agin ation combine d
with intelligenc e. H e is a shooter, hunter,
compe tito r and he kn ows what he is talk­
ing abo ut. Add ed to this is his ability to
wo rk with wood , metal and tools and you
have an extre me ly versatile and compe­
tent individual.

Becaus e of the ability of th e XP- I00 to
handle rifl e cart ridges, Power has laid in a
stock of over 135 calib er s for which he
can chambe r th e XP-I00 running basi­
cally from 17 calibe r throu gh 45 calibe r.

With the advent of Metallic Silhouette
shooting, the XP-100 has really come
of age. Author states that Ron Power
was an early pioneer and one of the
best in custom conversions. Powers
has a stock of over 135 calibers that
he can chamber from . 17 to .45.
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stoc k design is that recoil is damp en ed
and contro lled witho ut the shooter having
to take a bea ting. Through the Push Me­
Pull You concept, recoil is bucking bot h
hands with the result that it cannot punish
the shoo ter - within re ason of course.

I have tou ched upon the mechanical as­
pect s of these Power XP-100·s. Whil e
important , thi s is not nearly eno ugh. Me­
cha nical det ails such as barrel weight,
chambe ring, stock design, balance , heft ,
hand , and the fitt ing of special sights and

v e n­
ti on al
grip. But
th en ,
th ere r e­
m ains an­
othe r almost
),ti' ft>. J>""n rl P rl

th en ,
th ere r e­
m ain s an­
othe r almos t
left hand ed
grip behind the regul ar
grip. As may be seen in the a.,
companying pictures, thi s sto ck t ,

dies a very unconv ention al two hal,
hold. Th e right hand grasps the stock an.,
pushes our. Th e left hand grasps the rear
of the stoc k and pull s back. Surprisingly,
thi s is a very steady hold permitting ex­
trem ely accurate firin g off hand. On ce the
shooter ge ts the hang of this, he can liter­
ally call his sho ts with iron sights or scope .
O nce Power figured out the hang of what
he wanted to do with stoc ks for the XP­
100, he went to Reinhart Fajen and the
two of them worked on the basic design.
At thi s time, Fajen makes the stoc ks and
Power installs and fits them to the specific
barre lled action that the custome r has
selected.

T he primary advantage of this type of

b arr e I ~~~Ei~~~~~~~~~~~~!~~~~~!~m ak er , h e
will usu ally furni sh
a D ouglas barrel with the
twist that he believes is best for
both barrel length and bull et used .
Rath er than go int o roo much detail here ,
I will show pictu res illustr ating the tr e­
men dou s flexibility and range of his capa­
bilities.

O ne of the pr oblem s in working with
the XP-100 and the trem endou s variet y
of cart ridges that it will handle mechani­
cally is the hum an factor vs. recoil. Th e
original plastic stoc k was well design ed
and near perfect fo r the Remington 22 1
Fireball cart ridge. H owever, once hand­
loaders comme nced dem anding larger and
rnnypl ..,'U cl~ i!='-i.lu'inlih pJ.'a\. 1..\.11 ".'1 v ~. J '£l~Jir. '.l t'lfc

original plastic stoc k was well design ed
and near perfect for the Remington 22 1
Fireball cart ridge . H owever, once hand­
loaders comme nced dem anding larger and
more varied calibe rs , handling charac­
teristics had to be considered . Weight was
anothe r probl em . Quite ofte n, the heavier
the barrel , the bette r it handled recoil. On
the o the r hand , peo ple and their capab ili­
ties had to be conside red. One hand firing
of the XP-10 0 was never a practical con­
side ration. As a result , two hand ed firin g
became the recognized method of shoot ­
ing thi s handgun , but it rook Ron Power
to design the correct type of stoc k.

Th ose read ers in thei r sixties will re­
m e m b e r D o ct or D o ol ittl e and h is
men ageri e of weird animals. On e of these,
the Push Me-Pull You as I recall had a
head on each end and one end was always
pulling or pushing the othe r. Ron Power
has put thi s conce pt to work in his special
des ign stocks, T he stocks do not meet any
normal requirem ents of a regular two
handed stock. T he right hand fits int o the



UPPER LEFT: Here's the fa mous push­
pull grip being used on a beautifully
lamina ted s t o ck by Faje n . Fajen
makes the stocks and Pow e r insta lls
and fits them to the specific barreled
action that the customer has se lected .

pati en ce that make th e Power handgun s
what they are today. Without th ese assets,
these handguns wo uld amo unt to mer ely
pieces of steel and wood . T he polis hing is
sup erb. T he taper of th e barre l, th e slight
turn of an angle, th e precise fittin g of
metal to woo d - all these thin gs add up
to a Ron Power XP-l 00. They are beauti­
ful. Th ey are clean. Th ey are classic in
th eir simpl icity and finish. Th ey are, let's
face it, as nearly perfect as any such objec t
ra n hI" rnad e. And this is w hy th e dem and

ABOVE: Another model by Power, this
time in an exotic wood with contrast­
ing tip. Notice too the aesthetically
done checkering adds that extra
touch that so beautifully comple­
ments the quality gunsmithing work.

wo rk is worth far more than a fistful of
cash. Add to this the prid e of owne rship
and it is easy to unde rstand why so many
peop le are trad ing che ap dollars fo r pr ide,
craftsmanship and so me of the fin es t
handwork in the co unt ry.

In fifteen years, the XP- lOO has come
from a qu esti on mark to the top of the
field for bot h the Mexican Silhouette and
for handgun hunting. I do not believe th at
the creation of fantastic trigger pulls are
all finp hilt w i rho n r p" np r ipnrp anrl

tails and hand work and craftsmanship and
anyone at Remingt on co uld eve r have
foreseen what wo uld happen to th e XP­
100. Even I remain a bit dazed by all this.
It is d ifficul t to beli eve that th is simple
bolt action, single sho t, long bar rel pis­
to l wo uld eve r reach su ch hei ght s of
achievem ent or popularit y.

It is not necessary to ow n a Ron Power
XP-lOO to app reciat e the potentials in­
herent in this handgun, however, in my
on;n;on A Ron Powpr XP- 1no; . nroh ah lv



SINCLAIR OF INDIANA
They're the Aberglass People
All Fred Sinclair needs is your X P-l 00 an ion. What you' ll ge t is
a Fiberglas stock to hold the weight down and the following: the
anion will be reworked and a Douglas barrel will be fin ed and
chamb er ed . The package includes a blued barreled an ion, the
inst allation of Redfield & Williams sights (sights included ), a
standard Fiberglas stock blank, and Fred will epoxy bed the
barr el , anion and finish stock. H e recomme nds a mat ch grade,
stainless barre l that run s an additional $ 15 over the stand ard
$28 1 charge . By the tim e thi s issue reaches you, Fred can offer
an XP-I 00 thumb ho le srock of Fiberglas. Th e cost of this
rough , blank stock fitted to customer's barr eled an ion will be
approximate ly $ 135.00 (including blank). Finished weight will
be abo ut 12 ounces. Made of one-piece Fiberglas construction,
it will withstand the recoil of any of the standard large bore
silhouette calibe rs. It is inletted for the standard XP-I00 anion
and trigger assembly and comes with an oversized barre l chan­
nel capable of accepting a "bull" sized barrel. Wri te: Sinclair
Inc., Dep 't . AH, 1200 Asbury Drive, N ew H aven , Indiana,
46 774.

CROWLEY CUSTOM CONVERSIONS OF THE Xf
Phil Crow ley likes to work with the 7 x 57, .35 Remington,
.308, .250 Savage , 7mm/.308, .2 57 Roberts, and .338 C]. Th e
.338 CJ was the brainchild of Ameri can H andgunner writer,
]. D . J ones. A frequent visitor to Phil Crowley's shop , ]. D .
came up with the idea to add to the XP-100 line . Th e cartridge
is made by necking down a .3 5 Remington to .338, using the full
length case. The dies are being mad e by RCBS and will soo n be
available. N o forming or trim dies are necessary. They will be
regular, full-length die set s mark et ed as .338 CJMK. Measured
gro ups at 150 meters with this cartridge average 1Yl"with a 200
grain Speer bullet. Although they obtained higher velociti es
with othe r loads, hotter loads are not necessary. Here are a few
that worked well:

4 1.0 grains # 4895 200 Gr. Speer 203 1 fps
37. 5 grains # 3031 200 Gr. Speer 1923 fps
39.0 grains # 30 31 200 Gr. Speer 199 7 fps
39. 0 grai ns # 4 198 200 Gr. Speer 22 79 fps
39.0 grains # 489 5 225 Gr. H orn aday 1949 fps .
40.0 grains # 4895 225 Gr. H ornaday 1965 fps

The .338 CJMK improves down-range ballistics a bit over the
.3 5 Remi ngton. As far as damage to the targe ts is concerned , at
1800-1900 fps it do es less damage than the 30/30 or .30 H erren
loads from a 10 inch Thompson Center Contender.

Crowley uses Douglas Premium-grad e barrels on all conver-
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JACK DEVER OF OKLAHOMA
The Dever Is for D-E-V-E-R-sified
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J ack D ev er's letterhead reads "rifle rnake r" but Jack Dever can
put togethe r one mighty fine custo mized XP-I00. H e's not
crazy abo ut putting on wood stocks because of th e weight
problem (see photo N o . 3) but his wood stocked XP-I00 looks
great just th e same. But let 's start with his complete modifica­
tio n with a Fiberglas stock (see ph oto No.1 ). The lug s are
lapp ed for even bearing sur faces , th e bolt face ex te nsion is trued
and th e bolt face is squa re d. The bolt is then opene d for .308
sized cart ridges. Further refinem ents include th e lapping of the
coc king cam, th e bolt th ro w is increased and th e e jecto r spring
lighten ed , th e e jector post is mill ed in receiver to e jec t loaded
7 x 250 (or similar) cases. Addition ally, th e trigger is hon ed and
ad jus ted to 13 ou nces.
lapp ed tor even bearing surtaces, th e bolt tace exrension IS trued
and th e bolt face is squa re d. The bolt is then opene d for .308
sized cart ridges. Further refinem ents include th e lapping of the
coc king cam, th e bolt th ro w is increased and th e e jecto r spring
lighten ed , th e e jector post is mill ed in receiver to e jec t loaded
7 x 250 (or similar) cases. Addition ally, th e trigger is hon ed and
ad jus ted to 13 ou nces.

The barrel is Shil en stainless steel, oc tagon bore, matchgr ade
15" lon g with all fitting and cham be ring don e by a man who has
spent 25 years building ben ch-re st rifl es. T he outside is glass
peen ed for a non-glare surface.

D ever uses a Lym an # 57 rear sight wi th slide tighten ed to
remove play . Adjustabl e rear ape rt ure disc is co mpleme nte d
with a Redfield Int. mat ch , big bore front.

The Fib erglas sto cks we re design ed especially fo r silh ouette
shooting. They are mad e by Bro wn Precision who o rigina te d
the glass bench rest stock . The de sign is especially good for th e
recoil co nscious shoot er.

The 7 x 250 with a special neck diameter th at pe rm its turning
th e O . D. of neck to achi eve a perfect case to chambe r fit is th e
kind of a se tu p that pr events sp lits and makes for lon ger case
life. As a matter of fact , D ever beli eves th at th e cases will ne ve r
wear out. The best load to date has been 33 .5 grains of 748 with
a 139 grain H ornaday bull et.

N otice that photo N o. 2 features th e economy version . Basi­
cally, this is a barrel and sight job using th e factory sto ck A-1 4 .
Shil en barrel is shown.

In ph oto N o.3 , you 'll get all of th e modification s mentio ned
for th e first gun plus an action ligh tning job. A 12Y2" D ou glas
barrel is inst alled and th e front sight is equipped with a bubble
level to pr event canting of gun. Stock is semi -turned by Pet er­
son of California and has been bedded and finished with Var­
e thane pl asti c oil finish .

For a peek at what a set of ben chrest-type hand d ies look lik e
see ph oto No. 4. Thes e dies are made using th e same reamer
used to chamber the barrel and are the ultimat e in accuracy.

You'll see in Ph oto N o.5 some of th e cham be rs th at have
been tri ed. (Left to Right) 7 x 45 (.223 case), 30 x 4 5,6. 5 x 47
(.222 Mag. case) , 7 x 47,7 M axi-Mag . (4 0 degr e e sho ulde r and
short neck on mag. case), 30 x 47, 30 M axi Mag , 6.5 x 250 ,
7 x 250, and shorten ed and radi cally reformed 308 on 243 case.

In photo N o.6 from left to right: 15" barrel showing D ever
standard contour - 14" barrel th at is flut ed to save we ight ­
12Y2" barrel with larger OD than standard. all o ther barre ls are
th e sam e we ight.

Write: Jack B. D ever, D ep 't. AH, 8520 N .W . 90 th , Ok­
lahoma Cit y, Oklahoma, 73 132 .
I x L)U, and shorten ed and radically retormed j U ~ on L 4 j case.

In photo N o.6 from left to right: 15" barrel showing D ever
standard contour - 14" barrel th at is flut ed to save we ight ­
12Y2" barrel with larger OD than standard. all o ther barre ls are
th e sam e we ight.

Write: Jack B. D ever, D ep 't. AH, 852 0 N .W . 90 th , Ok­
lahoma Cit y, Oklahoma, 73 132 .

10 Ohio Gunsmith Specializes in Full Length cases - - - - - - - - ----------
All metalwork is don e by Crowley . H is sho p is fully eq uipped
and he is wo rking at it o n a full-tim e basis. To maintain we ight
limits, he removes metal from th e bottom of th e act io n and
enlarge s th e loading port whi ch also makes it easier to unl oad .

As far as th e stock is conce rned , he use s th e factory stock wi th
alterations to hand le th e heavy barrels, an d it is re- info rced on
th e inside to handle recoil. Fiberglas sto cks by J ack D ever
(sho wn in ph oto), and various wood stocks from G eorge Pet er­
son of West ern Gunstock compa ny can be ord er ed . O the r op­
tions include th e Mag-n a-port pr ocess and th e SS Chromium
finish by Metalife Industries .

Crowley uses a 15 inch barr el with a de sign th at is uniquely
Crowley. The center portion of th e barrel has no taper to it, and
th e "sn ozzl e," as he calls it , on the e nd serves to balance th e gun
and reduce the muzzle climb. H e also rec es ses th e muzzle abo ut
0." to pr event damage if dr opped . For dep endable ex trac tio n ,
he uses th e AR-15 ex tractor . Cases are not damaged in ex trac­
tion, and in case o f breakage , th ey can eas ily be replace d o n th e
firin g lin e.

Phi l says that his reason for choosing full-leng th factory
ammo is not because he dislikes Wild cat cart ridge s, but for
simplicity . This way a com pe tito r doesn 't have to wo rr y if he



By Massad Ayoob

J o hn Towl e doesn't ca ll his p isto ls
"T-N-T" for nothing. The single shot,

bolt action hunting and metallic silho ue tte
handguns th at he bu ilds (on assor ted ac-
tio ns bur mos tly Remington X P-I00s) are
the mos t powerfu l p istols be ing con­
st ruc ted today .

Wo uld you be liev e , for ins tance , .308
Winc hes ter and .3 58 Winches te r, not in
inch- an d-a-half shorties bur th e full length
rifle chamb erings? Wo uld you, ind eed , be
ready for a 4Y2 pound X P-lOO shooting
(gasp) th e full .458 Wi nchester Magnum )

Towle didn' t just leap aboard the met al­
lic si lho uett e ba ndwago n wit h th e se
pieces . H e's been a full time gun smith for
several years, and alo ng abo ut 197 0 he
began mak ing fancy custom XP-I 00s for
hu n te rs and d isc rim ina ting g un buffs .
Soon he was experime nt ing with cham­
be ri ngs m o re pote n t than th e .22 1
Fireball , as well. "I was naive e no ug h to
be liev e, whe n 1 learned of silho ue tte
shooting, th at 1 was the only one who had

John Towle, left , comparing .358 XP-,OO
o e r i n g s rn o r e p o r e u r ( na n t n e .£. L. l

Fireball , as well. "I was naive e no ug h to
be lieve , whe n 1 learned of silhouette
shooting, that 1 was the only one who had

John Towle, left , comparing .358 XP-'OO
with Skip Talbot's 7mm.
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Here 's the Towle T-N-T shown with twin grips, Note the modified bolt handle.

stu m bled on the conve rted X P-I 00 as th e
gun to do it with . 1 soon learn ed 1 was,o ne
of man y, th ou gh 7 or 8 years ago , 1 pro b­
ab ly was o ne of o nly 2 o r 3 in th e
co unt ry. "

His entry into th e dynami c wo rld of
stee l animals came in 1977 . Bob Zwirz ,
who had become fascin ated with th e cus­
to m single shots whil e resear chin g a story
o n Towl e 's PPC rev olvers for G U N
WO RLD , was th e catalyst. As Towle re­
members it , "Bob called two weeks be­
fore the first IHMSA-san ction ed match in
th e N ortheast , o ne of Ron Ricci' s in Mas­
sachuse tts, and said , 'Yo u' re in , because
I've already paid your ent ry fee, so yo u'd
be tter ge t down here .' 1 pani cked . 1 put
together a .30 8, and fini shed it two days
befor e th e match." John's score was a 29
our of 40 , wh ich surpassed anythi ng ye t
fired in Eastern compe titio n and was o nly
a point sho rt of what was th en the Wes t
Coas t record.

That first mat ch XP- I00 had a Doug las
Premium barrel with o ne turn in ten inch
riflinz, a tu be he still uses. The barre led
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80 Mar rear.sight with custom aperture ,

Willi ams receiver sight and a
Lyman bead up front on a Re­
mington ramp . This , with th e ex­
ce ptio n of a new sto ck , is th e
co m b ina t io n us ed in m o st of
Towle's metallic silhou ette match
games today .

Wh en J ohn first hit th e easte rn
ranges with that beast, we were
appalled. Wh en he told us he was
go ing to switch to .3 58 , we look ed
eve n mor e askance . H ad he to ld
us th en of his plans for a .458
M agnum handgun , a petiti on
dou btl ess would have circulated
to ge t the man committed.

It was awesome to watch those
guns being fired from the pron e
positi on . Th er e would be a sheet
of flame, and a cloud of dust on
th e gro und in fro nt of th e shooter,
and th e gun wo uld rise almost

perpendicular to th e ground. But even
more spec tacular , th e big forty-pound
rams, which ofte n didn't go down to a low

" .

Here's a modified Redfield Globe front
sight showing "HAM M ERHEAD" insert ,



from one of J ohn's pistols , espe cially the
.358.

By now , Towle had established himself
as the top ranked Unlimited Class shooter
in the Northeast. He had nev er fired in
organized pistol competition before, and
freely admitted th at the gun, more than
he , was doing the winning.

Orders began coming in from the ar­
dent silhouetters who watched him win

This scoped model has a place for the
thum b and solid and tasteful-looking
finger grips. Wood is by Western.

again in Massachu setts, Maine, and Con­
necticut. Soon peopl e like Larry Shov­
elto n wer e becoming nation ally promi­
nent, again with T-N-T guns.

Meanwhile, J ohn was still refining the
concept. H e found that fiberglas stocks
gave him a two-fold advantage: a dramatic
reduction in heft th at allowe d him to
lengthen barr els for mor e practical accu­
racy with out go ing beyond the 4.5 lb.
IHMSA weight limit, and a distinct in­
crease in str ength . "Some of the woo den
stocks wer e cracking from th e recoil of
the .358," he explaine d to us. "George
Peterson at Western Gunstocks in Aptos,
California help ed us design th e stoc ks we
use on the XP-lOO. H e's a ge nius , and he
puts out beautiful wo rk, espe cially his fine
Bastogne walnut and his fanta stic screw-

. bean mesquite . It wasn' t his fault that th ey
cracked with .458 and constant .3 58 re­
coil; no one ever expected ro unds th at
bearish to be going th rough th e X P- l 00."

Western's beautiful woo d still ado rns
T-N-T hu nt ing singleshots, but the com­
pe tition pieces are now coming out with a
fiberglas stock develop ed by Towle , who
did the designing, and Jim Gilman of
D "' ..... ."...... _ r"' .... ,...,... r ...... ~. t.. ,... ~ 1~ ~ L_~ ~ _ . ...~ __ : _. _

Al­
though

Western's gorge­
ous woods adorn this

XP-100 , the competi­
tion pieces are now com­

ing ,out with a Fiberglas stock
by Towle "with Ranger Canoe Com­

pany furnishing the construction ex-
-- _ ....!_-



bac kgro und in space-program fibergla s
use , contributed th e structural expe rt ise.
The result is a handsome item that com es
with a single grip for Creedmoor-style
shooting, or double handles designed for
the forward pron e position.

I'm espec ially fond of the latt er. The
twin grips are on a bias , ten degrees left
on the forward and five degrees right on
the rear. Wh en you take a two hand posi­
tion , bell y down and arms bent, th e sights

both hands resting solidl y on th e gro und.
It creates a bipod effec t that you have to
try , to believe. This is also th e style Towle
is using in match es. H e sells th e exclusive
designs separately, in primary finish , for
$120 in two-grip and an even C-no te for
the one-hand versi on. Weight is only ten
ounces and eight ounces , respectively. "I
could make one only five ounces ," he
says, "but it wo uld cost $300."

Bedding add s about an ounce of weight,
and with other trimmings on the XP-I00,
that is significant because he can now go
from his usual # 1 conto ur Dou glas Pre­
mium to a he avier, stea dier # 2 conto ur
and still not tip the scales beyon d the
weight limit. A finished Towle gun must
weigh 4.46 lb. on a calibrated and cert i­
fied Hobart digital scale befor e he'll send
it out, to protect th e custo me r from
judge's error at match weigh-ins.

Though most of his single sho ts are
XP-I00s, Towle favors the Wichita short
benchrest rifle action. N ow , the XP-I00
action weighs a good 3Y2 ounces less than
th e Wichita, and that's imp ortant to a man
like Towle who meticulously grinds down
his globe front sights just to achieve a
130-grain weight saving. (He also bright­
polishes the insid e of th e sight hood to
constantly reflect even light on the front
sight. ) But he figures th e Wi chita is

tom -worked trigger with reliable extern al
ad justme nts. On eithe r gun, he aim s for a
reliable 12-16 ounce pull. "I pers onally
don 't feel a gun of th at power should have
a lighter trigger th an that ," he says ada­
mantl y. "If you graze a 6-ounce trigger
while ad justing your hold be fo re th e gun
is locked in pos ition, you can wind up
ea ting your pisto l."

Whe n pro perl y held , thou gh , th e big
T-N-Ts are surprisingly mild , conside ring
th e ballistics th ey're putt ing out. I've sho t
several. In .308 Winche ste r , there is a
distinctly nerv e-shattering roar that makes
you thank God for ear protectors, but I've
shot a lot of .38 Specials that were more
uncomfortable go ing off in my mitt. The
.358 wit h two-grip sto ck , surprisingly,
feels only as if a .357 has go ne off simul­
taneously in each hand. With the elbows
bent in the forward prone position, th e

A close up reveals the loving care put
in by Power and the quality Leupold
scope adds the finishing touch.

gun moves back and up enough to let you
know you 've unl eashed some real fire­
power, but not eno ugh to bother you.

The .4 58 is ano the r story. It figures out
to abo ut 57 pounds of free recoil with
90% handloads, and Towle has shot some
fodder th at he comp ute d at 77 recoil



REINHART FAJEN
FAJEN 01 Kine and Shotgun Stock Fame

Turns Out Beautifully Functional XP·100 Designs

R einhart Fajen (Box 338, War saw,
MO 65355) has been supplying

rifle and shotgun stoc ks for America ' s
spo rts men since 1939. Now, with the ad­
ve nt of Met allic Sil ou ette shoo ti ng,
they're doing a great job of providing
wood stoc ks for the XP-tOO conver sion s.
Fajen makes the stocks and Power in­
sta lls them to fit specific barreled acti on s
that th e cu stomer has se lec te d . Th e
photo shows it' s a labor of love.

Aesthetically pleasing
to the eye, this select wood custom

conversion with contrasting tip
( in 7 x 57) shoots as

well as it looks.

BROWN PRECISION

Brown Precision's glass stock forms the
basis for the heavy actions and can
take it with the heaviest cartridges.

BROWN PRECISION'S Fiberglass XP-100 Stock Blank
Weighs In at 11 or 12 Ounces

H ere's the stock blank that is the
sta rting place for the building of a

fine Fiberglas XP-lOO. Int etted fo r a
Remington 700 ADL trigger guard . Th e
action is inletted for an XP-lOO standard
trigger linkage mech ani sm . Stoc k is one
piece and won' t shoo t apa rt with the
heavi est recoil. In the works is an XP
glass stoc k with the pistol gr ip to the
rear. This will elimina te the trigger link­
age and allow for the use of a Remin gton
700 rifle trigger. Perh ap s even a 2 oz .
conve rs io n . Writ e : Brown Prec is ion
Inc . , Dep 't. AH , 5869 Indi an Avenue,
Sa n Jose , CA, 95 123



We ste rn G unstock Mfg . Co. (550
Va lenc ia School Road , Aptos ,

Ca liforn ia, 95003) offers stoc ks in light.
heavy and extra heavy configurations. In
add ition to Walnut , Western Map le and
Myrt lewood - so me othe r lightweight
woo ds are inclu ded in their inventory. as
well as laminat ed woo d .

Prices range fro m $48 to the $85 lami­
nat ed mod el. All of West ern stoc ks co me
with grip ca p. so me with tip . Owner

George Peterson emphas izes that he is
not a producti on line shop, and that a ll of
his stoc ks are made to the individual
client's needs . Matched sets and pre­
mium grades are available and priced ac­
co rdingly. Peterson also adv ises the cus­
tomer to give complete inform at ion when
orde ring to sa ve tim e and correspon­
dence . If you'd like to call George the
number is (408) 688 -5884 in Apto s ,
Ca liforn ia .

This Western Gunstock XP-l 00
laminated model is available in
either right or left-handed designs.

WESTERN GUNSTOCK
Be it Walnut, Maple or Myrtlewood - WESTERN GUNSTOCK
Has the XP-l00 Pistol Stock You Need

A Im o s t ev e ryo ne k n o w s a bo u t
.l"'\. Bishop' s fine stocks for rifles and
sho tguns bu t they don 't ove rs ha dow
their fine XP- IOO stoc ks. Whether you
wa nt yo urs right or left-hand ed or in
Claro or Frenc h Walnut , Bish op has
so me t hing for ev e ry o ne. T he re a re
ex tras ... like cont rast ing tip and grip
and super-gloss finishes. Mod el pictured
is a spec ia l se lec t grade and se lls for
$300. Write Bishop , Dep ' t. AH , P.O.
Box 7. Warsaw , Missouri . 65355

~fu./ "-'BISHOPOF WARSAW, MO.
BISHOP 01 WARSAW, Missouri OIlers
8Grades 01 Walnut lorYour XP-100

Good Selection Of Fine Woods And
Rich, High -Gloss FinishesMark It As A
Stock By Bishop



The one book about antique gun collecting the
dealer, expert or beginning collector cannot do without!

TOUGH
ElL.AiliNG
BENCH

Rugged .. .well organized ... a work area with a place
for everything_Developed by the National Reloading
Manufacturers Association, this roomy and versatile
bench has three separate areas for organizing and
segregating tools, accessories, components and
finished ammo. The cost is low because you build it
yourself from our detailed plans. Materials list, cutting
guid e, step-by-step construction instructions
included. Complete plans just $2.00.

NATIONAL RELOADING MANUFACTURER S ASSOCIATION
Suite 300, 1221 S.w. Yamhill Street , Portland, O R 97205

I enclose$2.00 for your ReloadingBench Plans.

Address _

Name _

City, State __ Zip _

AH-1
GUNS MAGAZINE

SUItt 200. S91 Camillooela Rt lll3
SanO~go . CalifornIa 92108

ORDER FORM

Name _
Address _
Ci l y _

Stale Zip _

UNCONDITIONAL MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE " FAST DELIVERY

o Please send me __ co pies o f
FLAYDER MAN S GUIDE TO ANTIOUE
AMER ICAN FIREARMS ... AND THEIR
VALUES @ $ 12.95 eac h. All postag e
pac kin g and handl ing fees are Inclu ded
for U.S and Canadian o rder s Othe rs.
Include S1 00 fo r shipping cha rge s.
Total Encl osed S _

" FLAYDERMAN'S GUID E does not dis­
pa rage the go od work of Chap el' s book ­
i t ju st surpassed it. If a pe rso n is to have
ONE antiq ue arms refere nce work , i t mu st
b e FLA YD ERMAN 'S G UID E " (Arms
Gazette )

FLAYDERMAN'SGUIDE
TO ANTIQUE
AMERICAN FIREARMS
. . .And Their Values
No rm Fl ayd erm an . o ne o f the wor ld 's
most no ted ant ique f irearms expe rts. has
wri tte n th e most comprehensive boo k on
antiq ue g un co llecting ever p rod uced
Every majo r America n manufactur er is
listed ind ividu all y w it h each weapo n cov­
ered in detail . Lesser known makers have
th eir product s listed by type. so tha t all
antique American arms are completely
covered.

Ent ire chapters are devoted to Ken ­
tuck ies . Colo nia l and Revo lut io na ry War
Arm s. and Sporti ng Percuss io n Rif les.
w ith in -depth d iscussio ns on col lecti ng
and va luing th em .

3,312 mod els and varia nts are ex te n­
s ive ly d esc r i b ed with a l l mark s and
speci fica tions for each pi ece lis ted for
quick identif icat io n.

2.670 ind ivi dual ly priced fi rear ms with
full info rmat io n on how to assess value
on hun dreds of o ther variat io ns .

1,340 large- scale, detai led pho tographs
accompa ny th e ind ividual textual descrip ­
t io ns. You do n 't have to hunt thro ug h
pho to p lates to f in d the detai ls

Ext ensive cross referenc ing is used
t hro ug ho u t th e book by typ e . m ake ,
p ro per name and popu lar nam e, plu s
histo r ies and back grou nds of makers.

TEST YOUR
GUN·S ACCURACY
THE WAY WE DO.

For 6mm and 22 cen te r fire shooters, there 's no better way to
test you r gu n and you r skills than with the world 's record
bench -res t bu llet. Ou rs. Remingt on bench-rest bullets have
broken all kinds of accuracy records, righ t ou t of the box .

That same kind of a tt en tion to det ail shows up, test aft er test,
on all kinds of Remi ngton bullets. The hunting bullets you buy
from us as compone nts a re the exac t same ones we use in ou r
factory loads. Each tes ted for compatibility wit h oth er qual ity
Remingt on components .

Ou r jacketed a nd lead bullets come in all s tandard cal ibe rs.
In Virtually every popu la r style. For b ig
ga me, varm ints, or ta rgets, we have
over 100 d ifferent "Core-Lokt" or
"Power-Loki" bu llets to improve
you r gu n's accuracy.And you r
confidence.

Wri te for our new. free compo­
nents ca talog. Tell us if you 've
had problems findi ng Rerninaton
compone n ts in you r a rea.We'll
send you an u p-to-date lis t of
wholesal ers stockin g our complete
lin e. Write Rem ington Arms Company,
Inc., Dept. J C, Br idge port, Con n. 06602.



GETTING TO KNOW YOUR O.A.H.A. OFFICERS
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ity, he never misses an opportunity to take the handqun,
ner's "messag e" to student bodies, civ ic and spec ial
interest groups, and rad io and TV audiences . .. to any­
one who is interested in hearing the sportsm an's side.

JD. is currently devot ing full time to his own company,
SSK Industries in Bloomingdale, Ohio

J.D . is well known to handgunners for his extensive writ­
ing on all phases of the sport. Articles under his by-line
have appeared in all of the leading firearms publicat ions,
includ ing AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.

Although primarily interested in big bore handg uns ­
he worked with Lee Jurras in the develo pment of Super
Vel ammunition - J.D . is also a devoted long range
rifleman , and ballist ics experimenter. Favorite handgun­
ning activities, today, are hunting and metallic silhouette
competition.

Jones' acce ptance of the Foundation's Vice Presiden­
tial office is typical of his willingness to serve the sport of
hand gunn ing. In addition to undertaking this respons ibil­
ity, he never misses an opportunity to take the handqun,
ner's "message" to student bod ies, civ ic and special
interest groups, and radio and TV audiences . .. to any­
one who is interested in hearing the sportsman's side.

JD. is currently devot ing full time to his own company,
SSK Industries in Bloomingdale, Ohio

I
I
I YES, I want to become a member of the Outstand-
I ing American Handgunner Foundation

I
I 0 Enclosed is $15.00 for annual membership
I which includes a year subscription to The
I American Handgunner Magazine

o I am already a subscriber to The American
Handgunner; enclosed is $10.00 for my annual
membership
(Note: Life and Endowment memberships are avail ­
able, please write for details)

FOUNDAnON , INC.
30016 S. RIVER ROAD. MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48045

DUTSTINDINII IMIRICIN
HINDIIUNNIR IIIIRDB

J.D. Jones, Vice President
Outstanding American Handgunner Awards Foundation

"b1l40.1110" .\ .

"lIltNU,......

Mail to:
OUTSTANDING AMERICAN HANDGUNNER FOUNDATION
30016 S. River Rd., Mt. Clemens, MI 48045

NAME .

ADDRESS .

CITY



OVER 200 MODELS
20 NATIONAL BRANDS

HOBBY OR COMMERCIAL

"TlOHAl ","'UR' H URT"'$Q~~COIN t ) ,
DETECTOR S !
NEW · USED· : .

BOOKS · MAPS
DEALER INQUIRY WELCOME

Box 53.
Mesquite.

Texas 75149.

STATE PISTOL LAWS
Booklet descri bing latest pistol regu lations pertaining
to posse ssing, carrying , and purchasing of hand gu ns
for all states $2.00.

FEDERAL GUN LAWS
Booklet out lining latest federal laws concer ni ng fire­
a rm s $ 1.00. CRIME DETECTION EQUIPMENT~

CATALOG~ $1.00. Henry Schlesinger, 415 E. 52 se.,
New York Dept . 17 NY 10022 .

Handgun
Hunting_

By George Bredsten

PRE-HUNT PREPARATION - PART I
r-COUN-TERFEIT··GUNS-'
i FULL SIZE PRECISION·TOOLED METAL MODELS

: DISASSEMBLE f'-...------
LIKE ~

ORIGINALS ;
These pt ec rsron too led metal repl icas 01 famous
claSSIC f ir ear ms CAN BE DISASSEMBLED Itke "­
ORIG INALS TOTA LLY SAFE' CANN OT CHAMBER OR FIRE
REAL AMMUNIT IO N. They look, teet and weigh as onqm ats
OVER 30 blued. hand -finish ed pari s DELIVERED FUl l Y
ASSEMBLED Ide al 10 f d isp lay - SATI SFA CTI ON GU AR ­
ANTEED. seoo lo r FREE CAT ALO G

~~~~~NR~~~T. :~~ . $44.95

.3 57 POLI CE

:~g:~:108 $44.95
CRED IT CARD ORDER S:
CALL TOLL FREE (ORDER S ONLY)

1-800-336-4572

~~~~~~;:O0~ :'...$47.95
.REPi.icAMoDELs~iNc~ __m m _m'
800 SLATER S LANE
P.O. BOX 1061, Dept . AH
ALEXANDRIA, VI RGINIA 22313

Please send foll owin g : OSEND FREE CATALOG
o R300 0 R_OO 0 R_O, 0 R'OO 0 R,08 O R200
OMONEY ORDER OCHECK ENCLOSED S .
CHARGE TO: o BAC OMC o AE DOC DCB DVISA

NO, __ .
IUlI . 1Inu mbe rs on you r cr~11 c,fd Inc lud in g EXPIRATION DATE)

PRINT NA ME ..

ADDRESS , __•

CITY/STATE/ZIP

DETONICS WILL
INTRODUCE THEIR NEW
MARK III AND IV AT
NSGASHOWIN
JANUARY

I t ' s not news th at the .45 Detonics
Auto is on the market and doing well

with thei r blued Mark I and Sati n Nickel
Mark II. What you may not know is
th e y ' re goi ng to unvei l th e ir Hard
Chrome Mark III and their highly pol­
ished , blued Mark IV with adjustable
sights at the January NSGA Show in
Chicago. The IV is the " professional
mod el." Of special interest too is their
unveilinz of a Snecial Set of 10 enzraved

P roper pre-hunt preparation is de­
fined to mean that endeavor, und er­

taken before an actua l hunt , which re­
sults in the handgun hunter having an
adequa te level of comp et ence in perti­
nent abilities and skills, Why is it then
that so man y hand gun hunters app ear to
take umbrage wheneve r they are asked
about the type and extent of their pre­
hunt preparation ? For man y, it is due to
a reluctance to ac cept the fact that their
atte mpted preparation is farci cal - such
prep aration being incompl ete and/or in­
co rrect. Fo r othe rs , it is becau se no
preparation has been made whatsoever!
Think for a moment , if you will, and you
a re likely to rem ember one or more
handgun hunt ers whose behavior afield
ranged from the absurd to the pathetic ;
e .g. , the per son who intenti onally hunted
big game with a pocket pistol chambered
for the 32 ACP or the person who used a
shot cartridge in the T/C Cont ender to
trv a fifr v, vard s hot M '" " H o o tp.r" (RllI p.
hand gun hunt ers whose behavior afield
ranged fro m the absurd to the pathetic ;
e .g. , the per son who intenti onally hunted
big game with a pocket pistol chambered
for the 32 ACP or the person who used a
shot cartridge in the T/C Contender to
try a fifty yard shot at a " Hooter" (Blue
Grouse )! Small wonde r then that some
Fish & Game Department personn el look
askance at those es pousing the cause of
handgun hunting - es pec ially big game
hand gun huntin g,

To be a competent handgun hunter re­
quires a serio us and act ive co mmitment
to a program which permits optimum de­
velopment and utilization of the person ' s
physica l co ndi tion, woo dc raft , a nd
ma rksmanship , At the onse t, it should be
und erstood that no single program can be
best suited for everyo ne . Ne vertheless ,
the following guide lines - modified to
suit individu al idiosyn crasy - ca n be
used by the res ponsible handgunn er to
improv e bo th hi s beh avior and pe r­
formance afield.

PH YSICAL CON DITIO N, Because
the more co mmon meth ods of hunt ing do
not usually require a great amount of
physical exertion, it is believed by many
that physical co nditioning is unn eces­
sary , It is difficult to support such a view
when the facts indicate otherwise . Wit­
ness the number of hun ters who need­
lessly suffer minor and/o r major physical
di s c om for t - fr om bli st er s a nd
cra mned/fa tizued muscles to ca rdiac ar-

optimistic but woefully incorrect se lf
eva luation of general health and phy sical
abi lity , Good physical co ndition ofte n
helps in preve nting the occ urrence of the
minor discomfor ts and/o r minimizing the
deleterious effec ts of some major dis­
comforts.

Because most hunter s lead a relative ly
sedentary life , it usuall y mean s th at
man y are ove rweight , sho rt-w inded ,
hyper-nervous and otherwise less than at
their best. Consequently, one should not
ex pect to physically correct in a wee k or
two that which too k years to incorrectl y
develop ! It would be prud ent to co m­
mence a physical co nditioning program
months before the a nticipated hunt.
Also , before beginning any phys ical co n­
ditioning program , eac h per son should
first get a co mplete physical examination
and then heed the examining doctor ' s
adv ice as to what and how much exe rcise
is perm itted .

W h il« no ~ i nplp. e xe rr. ise .~.", n h I". ~.on ­

Also, before beginning any physical co n­
ditioning program , eac h per son should
first get a co mplete physical examina tion
and then heed the examining doctor ' s
adv ice as to what and how much exe rcise
is perm itted .

While no single exe rcise can be con­
side red the panacea for proper physical
conditioning, it is believed that jogging is
probably the single most helpful exercise
for hun ter s . Jogging serves not only to
stre ngthen the legs, it also helps to im­
prove the efficie ncy of the circulatory
system and it te nds to help increase the
general stamina of the individual.

If the hunter is in rathe r poor physical
co nditio n, one of the be tte r ways to
begin joggi ng (subject to a physician ' s
approval) is to use the " walk-jog-walk"
technique. For example, a perso n may
begin by walking one hun dred steps, jog­
ging for fifty steps , walking one hundred
ste ps , and so on until the exercise time of
five to ten minu tes has elapsed. As
ability increases , the numb er of steps
walked ca n be red uced , say by ten , and
the number of steps jogged increased by
ten . However, it is strongly recom ­
mended that each phase or level of exe r­
cise last at least one wee k and that the
exe rcise be done at least twice eac h day ,

When the " walk-j og-wa lk" ra t io
reac hes ap proximate ly 50:300:50, one
ca n then delete the " walk" part and
begin joggi ng only, By th is time , the per­
son's condi tion will have been imnroved



LEAD BULLETS FOR RELOADERS

HAENDLEB. & NMElUt'IANN GmbH
Postfach 1280

D 3 5 1 Han n MUnden
West Germany

For the attention of Mr. Achim Deubel

Reloading is not at all, as som e people think, a complicated and expensive matter.
Once having tried it and having experienced the pleasures of the game, many
wo nder why they waste d so m any years in getting around to it. Reloading is not
only a hobby or a sp or t but h elps you to save money.
So it is not surprising that reloading has spread allover th e world as an impor­
tant activity in the shooti ng field. H&N entered the r eloadi ng business by making
swaged bullets which show remar k able accuracy an d precision. The highlight of
th is programme are the n ew plastic-coated wadcutters. Due t o th is pl astic coating,
lubrica ti on be comes unnecessary. There will be no more le ad fouling in th e bores.
Sh ould you be in teres ted in receivi ng further details about our products please
con ta ct :

JORDAN RIVER HOLSTER AND RIVER BELT This set is not only
acce pted by Police as regulation equ ipment but is also popular
with spo rtsmen The features Incorporated In the holster assure
the wearer that the gun Will be In the right pos ition and read ily
availab le when needed Thrs combination has bee n tested and
proven lor many years as 10 its effic iency and com fort going
through underbrush, shooting in combat. sitting in an autorno­
bile. rid ing on horseba ck , etc

Like all our eq uipment. this set IS produ ced by exper t
c raftsmen who give each Item that personal touch .

RIVER HOLSTER - Constructed from heavy saddle leather.
Metal m holster extends into belt loop Well and plug are hand­
st itched with waxed l inen thread Cus tom Molded . Fo r
Double-Action only Add S2.00 for barrel over 4" . S23.95
RIVER BELT ~ Fully lmed , nickel or brass buckle. width 2V,"
Give waist size $21 .85

Jordan Hoister®
Mfg. Under Exclusive Rights From Bill Jordan

Box 351 Dept. A.H. Miami , OK. 74354

8
• Handstitched

Welt & Plug
• Custom Molded
• Catalog $1.00

DON HUME
LEATHER GOODS INC.

the per son ten to twelve minutes to jog
the mile, but when completed the person
should not have a feeling of utter exh au s­
tion. Over a period of time - at least
several months - the person can then
end eavor to incre ase the distance jogged
to from three to five miles. These longer
jogs should be done at least three times
eac h wee k.

Some individuals will claim that their
place of abode and/or work schedule is
such that there is not sufficient time
available to do any meaningful amount of
jogging. If thi s is true , the se individuals
ought to co nsider doing stationa ry dou­
ble time (SOT) . Begin by doing SOT for
thirty to fort y-five seconds, rest for a
minut e and then repeat the SOT . Do this
two or three times each day and for at
least one week before increasing th e
SOT. One should eventually be able to
increa se the SOT to five or more minutes
which , although not as beneficial phy si­
cally as jogging , will definitely improve
one' s co ndition.

When a per son can , without undu e
strain or stress , comfortably and regu­
larly exerci se with weight s of from 100to
perh aps 200 pounds , it is rea sonable to
be liev e th e person ' s torso and a rm
strength is adequate . After one ca n exe r­
cise with such weight (100 pounds plus),
it then becomes more important for the
per son to develop endurance or stamina
rather th an t o in crea se the we ig ht
(pounds) that ca n be lifted. For exampl e ,
it is of aca de mic intere st only if a hunter
ca n lift a bull moose " clear" of the
ground , yet ca nnot backpack t/1oth to
!!sth of the dr essed animal more than

We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship

Postfach 1280
D 351 Hann Munden

West Germany

For th e a t ten t ion of Mr. Achim Deubel

BULLSEYE GUNSHOP
Featuring

Walker Customs

Mastercharge 5269-3 Buford Hwy.
A : r- r-"\ . . ~ I I_ '" A """'''''''''''''''.I'''''''

Send For
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• PPC
• SILHOUETIE
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• TUNING
• CONVERSIONS

REFINISHING

• BLUING
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person to develop endurance or sta mina
rather th an to increa se the wei gh t
(pounds) that ca n be lifted . For exampl e ,
it is of aca de mic interest on ly if a hunter
can lift a bu ll moose " clear" of the
ground, yet cannot backpack I/toth to
Ysth of the dressed animal more than
twenty-five steps before needing a rest!

Cross co untry hiking with backpack
and " bucking" hay would undoubtedly
do wond ers for a per son ' s endurance ­
especially if while bucking hay the per­
so n co ntinued to wea r a fort y pound
pack !

While a person may have good to ex­
cellent health, strength and endura nce ,
he should remember that there are those
per son s who, becau se of factor s such as
age , sex , and/o r physical infirmit y, have
neith er es pec ially goo d health nor eve n
moderat e strength or endurance.

A deficiency in health , strength, endur­
ance can be and ofte n is largely compen­
sated for by expe rience. Experience does
not just mean the process of obse rving/
doing; it instead means the ability to

utilize the practical wisdo m gained from
the observation or act of doing. Thus, ex­
peri ence may also be consid ered as that
knowledge (wisdo m) an individual has
that he can and does use to solve Iresolve
an otherwise "sticky" situation . Appli ed
to the sub ject of hunting, expe rie nce
should be conside red as the necessary
precur sor to woodcraft. Th e sub ject of



P.lease send me
_ copiesHandgun Competition @$12.95
_ copiesAmerican PistolandRevolver Design

and Performance@$13.95

I enclose check or money order lor $_ . If not sa tisfied. I
may return thebooks within 10days tor a full refund. New York
residents add sales tax. Please add 501 per book for postage
andhandling.
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Gi l H eb ard G uns, 125-129 Public
Squ are , K noxv ille, Illin ois, is well known
for his catalogue that offers a supe rb vari­
ety of pistol s and related equipme nt for
shoote rs. Wha t not everyone realizes,
however, is that he offers substant ial dis­
counts on those item s he stoc ks to police
office rs. The Bo Mar ri b retail s fo r
$49.00, but Gil offers it to cops for $37­
.80 pos tpa id. A loca l guns mith installed is
for me for $15.00.

A trigger job is a necessity on virtually
any weapon that is to be used for compe ti­
tion . There are any number of "name"
pistol smiths who offer exce llent work.
Un fortunately, however, they're backed
up for months. With a littl e luck , you can
find a local man, who does outs tanding
wor k. Shooters Service of Livoni a, Michi­
gan, does top quality trigger work at down
to earth pri ces. Th ey did the tr igger on my
Smith, and I couldn' t be more satisfied.

G il H ebard also offe rs the HKS Six
Seco nd speed loaders and cases at sub­
stantial disco unts also. I prefer thi s brand,
because they're stu rdy enough for duty
use and ye t quick enough for compe titio n.
Last but certainly not least , H eb ard offers
the Pachm ayr rubber grips at a discount
also. Th ey're exce llent duty grips and now

With a total cost of $100.10 for custom
work, S & W Model 19 can double as both
duty weapon and PPC revolver.

With a total cost of $100.10 for custom
work, S & W Model 19 can double as both
duty weapon and PPC revolver.

sights that possess the necessary amo unt
of ad justme nt for PP C use. Bo Mar, who
produces the custom full-length ribs for
the bull barre l PP C guns, also make a
similar rig to fit the K frame S&W with
factory barrel.

unbar
ourse

"PPC ammo would be hard
pressed to stop the charge of

a crazed squirrel ..."

Afte r kicking the idea around for a few
months it seeme d to me that it should be
possible to build a weapo n that could be
used for bo th duty and PPC use. Certainly
such a dual purpose weapo n would not
allow you to walk away with all the mar­
bles at the N ationals, but it would be a
weapon that would be compe titive at the
local level.

Because I conside r the .38 Spec ial as
inadequate for police duty use, I con­
tacted Bill Clede, who handles the public
re lations du ties for Smith & Wesso n. Bill
provided a new S&W Model 19 with six
inch bar rel. Th e weapon was promptly
bolted in my Lee Rest, and fifty rounds
proved that the weapo n possessed te n
ring accuracy right out of the box. In fact,
approx imate ly 70% of the gro up was in

ON THE RELEVANCY OFTHE PPC COURSE
TO ACTUAL COMBAT AND HOW TO SAVE
MONEY ON YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

By Evan P. Marshall

I f you're a regular reader of American
H andgunner, you know that I'm not

ove rly enthusiastic abo ut the PP C course.
As a street cop, I know it holds littl e re le­
vance to reality. I resent it being referred
to as "Police Comba t Shoo ting," because
the am mu ni tio n use d wo uld be har d
pressed to sto p the charge of a crazed
squir rel let alone those of a de termined
felon .

Th e cost and spec ialized nature of PP C
guns turns off those ind ividuals who need
th e practice most. A wise street co p
equips himself with a big bore revolver or
auto for on-duty, an adequate off-duty
weapon, a Seco nd Chance vest, and a sec­
ond gun . Afte r expe nditures of thi s mag­
nitu de, you'd be hard pressed to convince
him he shou ld layout upward s of $400 for
a PP C gun and related eq uipmen t.

I have to admit in spi te of my aversion
to PPC, that it's conside rably be tter than
_ ~ ...: ... _ 11 r _ _.._:_ l_. ... l.. .... ........ _ L _ : _ . . ..... _

ond gun . Afte r expe nditures of thi s mag­
nitu de, you'd be hard pressed to convince
him he shou ld layout upward s of $400 for
a PP C gun and related eq uipmen t.

I have to admit in spi te of my aversion
to PPC, that it's conside rably be tter than
no practice at all. Ce rtai nly the techn iqu es
of proper sight alignme nt and trigger con­
tro l are ones that can be applied to any
weapo n used.

H·221I W/NCH£.Jl£R PRE.J.J
I 205 EAST 42NOSTREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
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From YOur Dealer
Or DrderDirect

DEPT. AH 1l1i~~~S 5~s~:lInl'

S832 S. GREEN ST.
CHICAGO. ILL. 60621

"A-12. P·38
3 ' 4" Long
5500 PPO.

SYSTEM
MAUSER

Get a Grip on Your
Thompson-Contender

Order the N ew Repl acem ent Sto c k an d F.or earm Tod ay

$19.50 each
• Designed fo r la rge cal ibers
• Perfect fi t for two hand shoote rs
• Avail ab le in lett or ri gh t hand . please specify
• For e arm to match stock

: ~~r;~i~~ ~~~~t:O~ :~ i~ti~~ to le sse n m uzzle jum

• Please specify cali ber when ordering fore arm
• E xo t ic woods.ava i la b le u pon re qu e st
Send Check or M.a .
Bankamericard or Master Charge, $1.50 postage.
Please give expodate and number on bank cards.

Bo x 704 - AH Twin Fal ls, Idaho 83301

US.
Funds

~(birrtllrirr

SAFETY VAULT
~FJrrr1'l HANDGUN DISPLAY CASES

by Char le s Keny on

• 432 n"x8 1h" pages
• Over 500 bigphotos
• Covers proof marks,

accessories, mechanisms
• Most complete coverage
Only $17.50 postpaid

THE TWO TOP WORKS ON

LUCiERS MAUS·ERS

~clJirrtllrirr

•

MINIATURE GUNS
and

ARMS RELATED COLLECTIBLES
BUY - SELL - TRADE - SEND $1 .00 FOR CATALOG

TOM MALIA " K", Box #6, WINFIELD, IL. 60190 U.S.A.

Beaut ifully-built cases for all sizes and
types of hand guns. Finished in simu­
late sculpt ured Spanish Oak
with solid brass hardware.
Has bu ilt-in changeable com­
bination lock, dust and mois-
ture seal and unique velvety
interior that "automatically"
molds itself to custom fit any
type or size of hand gun . Interi-
ors are reversible red or black A
CORROSION INH IBITOR prevents
all rusting. Three Old Eng lish initials
available at $1.50 extra . A durable high­
qua lity CASE to protect and display your
favorite weapon.

7 4% 2%" $ ------------------ ---------
8: 5%: 2%" .'. :~:;~ : GRIFFIN CASES, Oquossoc, Maine 04964
9lh x 6% x 2%" . .. 46.50 I TEL: 207-864-3344 .
12 x 711: 3" 55 0I P~ease send me, post~a'd, case, . Dept. AH·1

2 X • • • • • .5 I SIze Quantlty Prlce _
14% x 71h x 3" . .. 63.50I Three Gold Initials Pr ice $1.50

i~~XX112; };%.::: ~i :~~INO Please send free color brochure.
ame _

Check or Money Order ! .Il ......._ u

S37.80
$15.00
$25.00
$13.90
$08.4 0

$100.10

1. Bo Mar rib
2. installation
3. tr igger job
4. speed loaders and case
5. Pachmayr grips

to tal

For those who prefer wood grips, Schwie­
bert Enterprises offer top quality work at
affordable prices.

The most obvious ques tion, is how does
it shoot ? Well, a buddy of mine bo rrowed
it for his department pistol team tr youts,
and o ursho r many of the "name" shoo te rs
on his department who were using custom
bull barre l revo lvers. Also , I recently
finished fifth with it in a local PP C shoot.
It was the firs t time I'd eve r used it in

however , all is not lost. Z ero Bullet Co m­
pan y (P.O . Box 1012, Cullman, Alaba ma
35055) will supply 1,000 ro unds of .38
wadcut te rs to po lice office rs for only
$36 .30 (brass exc hange). The ammunition
can be shipped direc tly to th e officer at his
station hou se . I've tested this ammo, and
it 's pe rfec tly adequate for practice use or
for competitio n up to the 25 yard line . At
50 yards, howeve r , factory wadcutters
offer a substantial increase in accuracy.

"Gil Hebard offers
discounts to Police

I "personne . . .

"$100.10 job takes 5th in
PPC shoot . .."

co mpetition, and again it outsho t several
custom weap~ns cos ting three ~

The cos t breakdow n is as follows:

A holste r with suffici ent clearan ce for
the Bo Mar rib can be a bit of a problem . I
found th e so lut ion, however , in what I'd
already co nsidered th e be st duty holster ;
The Bi anch i "J udge." Mine holds the
Model 19 with full-l ength rib sec urely and
it can be q uick ly drawn.

Ammunition in sufficient qu ant iti es to
becom e profi cient, can also be an expe n­
sive problem . If you 'r e a reloader , o f
course , th e problem pretty much disap ­
pears. If you' re a cop who doesn 't reload,



Handgun Grips for
Champions Molded plastic

and al so
REALWOOD DOW

Engineered. coun tours make your hand part
of your g un .

The best lor Lawmen, Combat, Field ­
Target.

Also - Cartridge boxes, powder funnel ,
primer flipper .

FITZ • P.O. Box 49697 L. A .. California 90049
U.S.A.

Pistolsmithing
ByJ. B. Wood

THE ASTRA MODEL400

.45 AUTOMATIC
PISTOL PARTS

Hammer Strut .95
Hammer Strut Pin .15
Barrel Links .50
No. 13 Barrel Links (For Match .65
Barrel Link Pins .35
Firing Pins .95
Firing Pin Stop .85
Plunger Tube 1.75
Ejector 1.75
Grip Screws .25
Recoil Spring .35
Magazine Catch Spring .25
Firing Pin Spring .25
Main Spring .25
Plunger Tube Spring .25
Recoil Spring Plug .75
Grip Screw Bushing .55
Main Spring Cap .25
Main Spring Cap Pin .25
Hringt"!Ii :;pruig . .25
Main Spring .25
Plunger Tube Spring .25
Recoil Spring Plug .75
Grip Screw Bushing .55
Main Spring Cap .25
Main Spring Cap Pin .25
Main Spring Retainer .25
Slide Stop Plunger .25
Grip Safety (Long) 4.95
Hammer Pin .25
S~r~ ~

Ejector Pin .15
Main Spring Housing Retainer Pin .25
Mainspring Housing (Arched) 6.95
Mainspring Housing (Flat) 4.95
Recoil Spring Guide 1.25
Disconnector 2.95
Barrel Bushing Wrench .60
Trigger (Long) 6.95
Trigger (Short) 4.95
Trigger Adjustable Match 8.95
Sear Spring .95
Hammers (1911AI) 4.95
Barrel Bushing 3.95
Sears 3.95
Magazine Catch Lock .95
Magazine Catch 3.95
Grips (G.!.) 2.95
Magazine 4.95
Slides 42.50
Rear Sight 1.25
Extractor 2.95
Front Sight .95
Thumb Safety 3.95
Slide Stop 3.95
Safety Plunger .25

TEXAS ARMAMENT CO.
P.o. Box 135 Brownwood . TX 76801

T en years ago our Wise Leaders de­
creed that the availability of foreign

military surplus fire arms was a bad thin g,
and bann ed the importation of any gun
that had seen military servic e. You are
aware, of course, how this beneficial legis­
lation. has completely stopped Crime In
The Streets. Fortunately, before the axe
fell in 1968, a number of excellent surplus
arms had been sold in this country, and
one of these was the long-nosed Astra
Model 400 pistol, the sidearm of the
Spanish forces from 1921 to 1945.

The pistol is chambered for the same
cartridge as its ancestor, the Campo-Giro,
a round that Spain calls the 9 mlm Largo
(translation: "long") , and is known else­
where as the 9 mlm Bergmann-Bayard.
Because of the dim ensions of this car­
tridge, the chamber of the Model 400 pis­
tol will accommodate some other rounds
of similar measurements, and this led to a
_ ~_ •• 1_ _ £"_11 __ •• ~L_~ ~L I.J J : l __

(translation: "long") , and is known else­
where as the 9 mlm Bergmann-Bayard .
Because of the dim ensions of this car­
tridge, the chamber of the Model 400 pis­
tol will accommodate some other rounds
of similar measurements, and this led to a
popular fallacy that the gun would readily
handle any oth er 9 mlm cartridge, inclu d­
ing the Luger (9 m lm Parabellum).
Wrong. If the extractor happened to grab
the rim as the Luger round was fed, and if
the extractor beak was sharp and its spring
strong, the cartridge might be held firml y
enough to take the firing pin strike and
fire with no problem. More often, though,
the impact would drive the shorter round
forward into the long chamber before
detonation. Or, the extractor, missing it at
the start, would push it forward. In either
case, firing would occur with about
Ys-inch excess headspace, and the results
were sometimes spectacular. So, if you
want to shoot an Astra in 9 mlm Luger ,
ge t the shorter Model 600, which is
chambered exclusively for that round .

IIAstra 400 won't reliably
handle the 9 mm
Parabellum ..."

There are other cartridges, though,
which can be fired safely and reliably in
the Model 400 pistol. The 9 mlm Aus­
trian Sreyr-Hahn round is one, but, like
the Bergmann-Bayar~, surplus stocks .ar~

recr for the chamber of the Model 400 ­
the .38 auto, also called the .38 AC P. T he
more power ful .38 Supe r has the same
dim ension s, of course, but that one is a
little hot for the unlocked actio n of thi s
pisto l. Whil e the .38 auto is a perfect fit in
th e chambe r, some ea rly Astra pistols
with very close tol erances may run into
difficulty with the larger rim diame te r of

Sidearm of the Spanish forces from 1921
to 1945 . . . the Astra 400 in 9mm Long or

lu:a Omrn RAr"""",n,,,_R"'''I'fprI

Sidearm of the Spanish forces from 1921
to 1945 .. . the Astra 400 in 9mm Long or
the 9mm Bergmann-Bayard.

this ro und. Th e or iginal 9 mlm Be rg­
mann-Bayard cartridge has a rim diame te r
of .392, while the .38 auto measures .405 ,
and the breech face recess in some pisto ls
will not accept the larger rim. Wh en this is
the case, the slide will not fully close on a
chambered cartridge.

If you find this situ ation in a Model 400
that you own , it can be correct ed fairly
easily. This does require a special too l, but
it's one that can be made by any gunsmith
or advanced amate ur without difficulty.
Th e tool that I made for enlarging the
breech face recess started as a 6 Y2-inch
length of drill rod, 7/ 16 of an inch in diam­
eter. Th e length mentioned is a mini mum ,
as the tool must reach fro m the muzzle
end of the slide to the breech face, with a
littl e extra for handling. Th e working end
of the tool is turned down to exac tly .405,
the rim diameter of a .38 auto cart ridge,
and the end not ched to form four cutti ng
points. The points mu st have cutt ing
edges on ly to the side, and the end mu st
be a neutral surface, to avoid deepening
the cartridge head recess. T he other end
of the tool ma y be adapted for hand turn­
ing in any way co nve nie nt. It can be
cro ss-drill ed and a smaller rod inserted to
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Improve s accu rac y

Writefor FREE
Silhouette literature

" POWER CUSTOM "
Recoil

Bedding
Blo ck

TOP YOUR WEAPON WITH
A PATENTED WINGED
ADJUSTABLE WINDAGE &
ELEVATION SIGHT RIB

SEMI-FLAP STYLE
Holsters for the Modified S&W Pistols.
Covers Sight and Hammer, Plain or
Basket Weave for 2%" Belts. Black
only. Price $26.00.

SEMI·FLAP STYLE
Holsters for the Modified S&W Pistols.
Covers Sight and Hammer, Plain or
Basket Weave for 2Y2" Belts. Black
only. Price $26.00.

USES ARE FOR: Police Combat· Big Game Hand­
gun Hunting· Everyday Carried Duty Wear· And
For Metall ic Silhouette
For S & W model Heavy Barrel 10-13-58 -64 and
65. Easy installat ion- Drill & Tap for two 6-40 allen
head cap screws. Pr ice $49.00.

Fits~~eI13 front sightwitho~ng

STOCK NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE
1070 Walther pp,ppk/s[New Models].22Ir,.32acp,.380$26.50
1073 Browning Hi·Power, Model P·35 , 9MM Para 26.50
0972 Colt Bisley Model Single Action 31.50
1075 Colt Single Action Army[Pre·WW II Models] 26.50
0971 Colt Single Action Army[Post WW II Models] .. 26 .50
1072 Colt Peacemaker. New Frontier .2 2 ... •. . . . 26 .50
0973 Colt gov't.M/1911 auto,comdr.,ace,90ld cup, etc 23.00
0974 Colt Python, other off. pol . Old model Frames Magna
Style . . . .. . . . ... . . • . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . 32.50
0975 Colt Python, other off . pol. [stand size replaces factory
wood] 26.50
1071 Ruger Bearcat Single Action .2 2 26.50
0980 Ruger Single6,Blackhawk[New modelsXR3·RED]26.50
1074 Ruger Single 6, Blackhawk[Old models XR3] .. 26.50
0978 Ruger Super Blackhawk 31.50
0979 Ruger Security 6, Pol. Servo 6, Square Butt. . 27.50
0983 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame· Round Butt 26.50
0984 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame· Square Butt 26.50
0985 Smith & Wesson, "K" Frame - Round Butt 27.50
0986 Smith & Wesson, "K" Frame - Square Butt. . 27.50
0987 Smith & Wesson, "N" Frame · Square Butt 28.00
0988 Smith & Wesson, Model 39 46.50

Bona Fide Dealer Inquires Solicited.
Best Ivory Grips Available

BO-MAR SIGHTING SYSTEMS
Department AH, Carthage, Texas 75633

A Must for
Fixed

Sighted
Weapons

TROOPER
ON PATROL

A New Concept in
Service Weaponry

By

BO-MAR

TOP

RO-M AR STCiH'T'TNCi SYS'T'F.MS

. --=---"
XP100 Remington stock -:--4,l' __"""'_
• DUAL GRIP - two-hand J III

hold stabilizes aim lJJ
• BANANA FOREARM- conforms to body ,

for posit ive support and eliminates stock ~

breakage on heavy calibers.

REINHART FAJEN INC. • Box 338 AH, Warsaw, Mo. 65355

High-quality genu ine
STAG once again avail·
able and at REASON·
ABLE prices! Cashier's
checks, MO's, & COD
requests with orders
shipped same day reo
ceived . Include $2.00
per order to all 48 states.

SILHOUETTE

LOOKING FOR BACK
ISSUES OF THE
AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER?

Although th ere are no mor e copies
left of the first issue (Sept.!Oc t.
1976); here is a list of other issues
while they last:
Nov.lDec. 1976 - March /April
1977 - July/Aug. 1977­
N ov .lDec. 1977 - Jan.lF eb . 1978­
March /Ap r. 1978 - May/June 1978
- July/ Aug. 1978 - Sept.lOct.
1978
Mail your requests to Maril yn
Bramson , Am eri can Handgunner,
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200,
S~n n ipQ() r: A C)) 1OF! R~rk r()n;p~

"Accurate and reliable, it
makes a good home defense

"gun ...
Although the grip angle is a little toO

straight, the Ast ra Model 400 is an ex­
trem ely rel iable and accura te shooter, and
makes an exce lle nt hom e defense pistol.
C' .. ~ _ ~ .J ~.; .. L .. 1.. ..... : _ _ I __ ..J _.J _ _ ..J

makes a good home defense
"gun ...

Alth ough the grip angle is a littl e toO
straight, the Ast ra Model 400 is an ex­
trem ely reliable and accurate shooter , and
makes an exce llent hom e defen se pisto l.
Stored with th e magazine loaded and
chamber empty, it sho uld be quite safe in
a hom e with small children, as ther e is no
way the littl e people can operate the slide
against the ten sion of its very .....
heavy recoil spri ng. ~

.38 Auto or ACP will lire in the 400. This
will require a little work with this home­
made tool described in article.

handy gauge, and whe n it will fit nea tly
into the recess to full depth, the job is
do ne. It sho uld be not ed that some Model
400 pisto ls, with certa in spec ial features
and mark ings, have collector value , so be­
fore alte ring your gun, check to be sure
w hethe r yo u mig ht h ave o ne t hat
sho uldn't be alte red .

"After the working end is hard en ed by
heating to a dull red and qu enching in oil,
the too l is ready.

With the slide rem oved from the gun
and the barrel and extractor taken out, the
too l is inserted from the muzzle end, the
cutting head centered on the breech face
recess, and the handle give n a few tu rns.
An empty .38 auto cart ridge case is a



By J. D. Jones

Breaking out the 5 & W Model 29 revolver
from the Lawman rig requires some eHort
and a little noise.

guys were sitt ing aro und a pot belly stove.
It was obvious they were apprehensive of
us. We soon made frie nds and were in­
vited to warm up by the stove. I unbut­
toned my fatigue jacket , unzipped my in­
sulated - and was reward ed by my .4 5,
hol ster and all, dr opping to the floor.
Back to nervou s tim e. Th e holster was a
cheapie and the wet leather harness had
separated during the ride. Gun and hols­
ter were merely held in place by the tight
fitting insulate d jacket . Besides bein g
embarrassing, it was da ngerous and could
even give bike rs a bad image!

Shoulder holsters provide protection

and the cylinder cut-out assure the gun
will stay put while not unduly hampering
drawing the gun. In short - it's OK! And
that reminds me of one that wasn't. Be­
for e I go t toO old to heal up quickly, I
used to spend a good bit of tim e in the
Smoki es on a bike . One day, five of us,
soaked half froze n and mud covered afte r
six hou rs of playing in the mud, walked
into a country store to warm up and chow
dow n. Th e TV was on and a bunch of old

chi are probably the largest and produce
high qu ality rigs for the pr ice. That is the
name of the game - high quality - well
designe d - and a reasonable affordable
price.

The "Dirty H arr y" rig fits this catego ry
quite nicely . It is well designed, hangs
straight, att aches to the belt on both side s
of the body to assur e well balanced weight
distribution and to keep it from flopping
around. It is there whe n you reach for it .
Th e holster and harness are made of top
grain leath er and the holster is fully sued e
lined . The harness is ad justable and can be

"Safariland and Bianchi are
probably the largest and

produce the highest quality
shoulder holsters ..."

"D irty H arry" aka Clint Eastwood
creat ed an imm ense demand and

black mark et pri ces for S & W's M-29 .44
Magnum.

Lawman Leather Goods (P.O. Box 44 7,
Kary, TX 774 50 (713) 371-7964) is the
manufacturer of the "Dirty H arry " .44
sho ulde r holster.

J erry Ard el an o , a C hicago plain­
clothesman, saw the movie and became
inte reste d in the holster. Pursuit of that
int erest led to Lawman Leather and manu­
factu re ' of the "D irty H arr y" sho ulder
holste r - by the same guys that built the
original for Dirty H arr y.

H olsters are largely a matte r of per­
sonal preference. Some are well des igned
and some are te rrible. Som e guys will use
a 5 buck rig and be completely happy with
it and othe rs mu st have $500 one of a
kind rigs. Expe nsive holster s aren't neces-
s a.l:i!L~~()~ _h.() l s_t_~~: _ ~ ~a~_~. ~I!~ ~~s~om

sonal pr eference. Some are well designed
and some are terrible. Some guys will use
a 5 buck rig and be complete ly happy with
it and othe rs must have $500 one of a
kind rigs . Expensive holsters are n' t neces­
sarily good holst er s. I have one custom
$130 shoulder holst er that is the biggest
turkey to have hit the market simply be­
cause one of the str aps attaches to the
holster abo ut an in ch fr om whe re it
sho uld - th rowing the whole rig out of
balance and causing it to be very uncom­
fortable.

Good serviceable hosters are available
from many sources . Safariland and Bian-

DIRTY HARRY AND LAWMAN LEATHER

SENDCHECK OR M.D . TO : AH-1
GUNS BOOKS

59 1CaminodelaReina, San Diego, Cal. 92108

Bill Jordan telis it like it is
in his fascinating book about
gun fighting, how to do it
and what equipment to use.
Informative and exciting
reading.

• Choosing the Guns
• Correct Loads
• Proper Leather
• Fast Draw
• Combat Shooting
• Gunfighting

As a bonus Guns readers will receive

Please send me __ copy(ies) of
"No Second Place Winner" each at
$6.50 plus .75 each postage and
handling.
NAME _
ADDRESS _
CITY _
STATE ZIP _



MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, Inc. • 0 RINDA. CA. 94563

• Protects agai nst rust and
co rros ion

• Protects surface s
from fingerprin ts.

• Burn s clean. leaves no
ca rbon deposits .

• Dries out wet guns and
keep s them moisture free.

FREE SAM PLEI
Send just 5100 to cover
pos tage and handhnq for your • Clean s, protects and lubn -
~ r~~S.I .Z.~~~~ .<;!_L!~. # 1 and ca~es in one simple app h-

WILSON'S GUN SHOP
101-103 Public Square Ph. 501 -423-2982 Ber ryv ille, Ark. 72616

WILSON'S GUN SHOP
Specia liz ing in tun ing COLT MK. IV Series 70. 45A CP's for

PRACTICAL PISTOL SHOOTI NG
Offering such work as....CUSTOM SIGHTS, EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETYS,
STA INLESS BBLS ., FUNNELING MAGAZINE WELLS, LOWERI NG EJ ECT ION
PORTS, METALOY F INISHES & much more for the ser ious combat shooter . We also
have a complete line of COMBAT ACCESS, IN STOCK !
QUALITY WORK ,REASONA BL E PR ICES M OD ERATE SHOP TI ME
For complete brochure of custom work & access., send 2-15cstamps to :

"COMBAT SHOOTERS"
-CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGUNS BU ILT-

'

HOLSTERS OF QUALITY by belt slide, inc ,
Dept. Box 15303 Aust in , T X 78761

'

(Send for Free Brochure)
( , ModellOFor Specify color, Model12

Most DA Revolvers pistol model, For Lg Fra me Autos
Black or Brown and bb l length Black or Brown

PIn $11 95 Basket $13 95 Check or M .O . PIn $11. 95 Basket $13. 95
postpaid No COD 's post paid

Specia liz ing in tun ing COLT MK. IV Series 70 .45A CP's for
PRACTICAL PISTOL SHOOTING

Offering such work as....CUSTOM SIGHTS, EXTENDED COM BAT SA F ETY S,
STA INLESS BBLS ., FUNNELI NG MAGAZINE WELLS, LOWE RI NG EJECTION
PORTS, METALOY F INISHE S & much more for th e ser ious combat shooter . We also
hav e a complete line of COMBAT ACCESS. I N STOCK !
QUALITY WOR K R EASONA BL E PR ICES M ODERATE SHOP T IME
For complete brochure of custom work & access., send 2-15c stamps to :

NEW BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT

KEEPS
YOUR

FIREARM
LIKE

"NEW"

For Silhouette shooters, the new Buehler
pistol base for Rem. XP-100 will fit all 1"
extended eye-relief scopes including the Leupold
M8-4X. Locating base and scope on receiver ring and
ramp improves balance and makes loading easier.

Send for free Catalog 34H

sliding off th e sho ulder wo rk all right with
ligh t guns. A loaded Sup er Blackh awk or
M- 29 ov er a tee-shirt while running,
climbing or engaging in str enuous activity,
parti cularly in warm weathe r, wrinkles th e
shirt un der th e leath er and the wrinkle
abraids the skin. Wi th all of th e weig ht
hanging on one side; I feel lop -sided.
D oesn't affec t alot of peop le at all - but
it sur e bugs th e hell'out of me; particular ly
when clim bing. "D irty H arry" works well
un der those conditions.

I particularly like the way it rides and
find I can wear it for a long tim e un der
severe hu nt ing conditions before it begins
to bother me. The harness does not int er ­
fere with any conve nt ional shooting posi­
tion whe n se t up properly.

I've used th e rig for both 6 \1:2 and 8%
inch M-2 9s and am qui te satisfied with it .
T i particularl y hke th e way It rid es and
find I can wear it for a long tim e und er
severe hunting conditions be fore it begins
to bother me. T he harn ess do es not inter ­
fere with any convent ional shooting posi ­
tion when set up prop erly .

I'v e used the rig for bo th 6 \1:2 and 8%
inch M-29s and am quite satisfied with it .
It is easier to draw by raising th e gun until
the cylind er is clear of th e holster th an it is
by simply breaking th e gun out of the
front of th e holster .

On th e negative side; the harn ess oppo ­
site the holster , wo n't clip over a 2" wide
be lt . 1\1:2- 1% inch be lts are th e max it will
fit. The manufacturer co uld remed y th is
with littl e e ffort. The cylinde r cut out
looks good, but isn' t a necessity. I would
pr efer the holster to release th e gun a
little easier whe n simply br eaking it out of
the fro nt of the holst er . And I don't kn ow
of any sho ulde r holster th at yo u can br eak
the gun out of silen tly. In many hunting
and/o r combat situatio ns holst er noi se
co uld be an important facto r.

"At $59.95 to $69.95, it's a
fair value and equally suited

for police and sportsmen . . ."

While designed for th e M-29, when
scaled do wn it works equally well with
smaller guns. It is now made fo r all pop u­
lar handgu ns and at $59.95 (up to 6-6\1:2"
models - $69.95 ove r 6 \1:2") represents a

design ed , they will cut you to pieces and
fatigue you quickly. The G oerg should er
holster was th e first I had and liked . It 's a
good holst er and so ld for about $28 .00. I
don' t know if it is st ill available. It was not
of th e quali ty of th e "Dirty H arry: ' but
still a good holst er. .

The harn ess is at least as important as
th e holster. Again - personal prefer en ce
and th e useage is important in deciding
what will wo rk best. Shoulder rigs with a
wide soft leather harn ess that place most
of th e weight of th e gun and holster on
the should er directly above th e gun and
utilize a harness aro und the othe r shoul­
der to merely keep th e gun side fro m

"The Lawman is well
designed and hangs

t . ht "s ra lg .. .



ommemoratrve uc e

$9.50

not move in some cases!" Thus, Towle
maint ains, the pioneers of light, fast me­
tallic silhouette loads have been hoist by
their own petard .

All this is debatable among the West­
erne rs, of course, but there is a certain
validi ty to the argument. There is no
do ub t, though, that John's loads sledge
ove r the steel. Jo hn favors the CCI BR2
ben chrest pr imer in all his .308 and .358
ammo, on the theory that the mild primer
thro ws less of a firecone and permits the
powder to ignite at its own rate for greater
un iformity. He swears that switching to
that brand of primer brought his shot-to­
shot veloci ty variations down to 18-25
foot seconds, chronographed. In his pet
throws less ot a l1recone and 'permits -the
powder to ignite at its own rate for greater
un iformity. He swears that switching to
that brand of primer brought his shot-to­
shot veloci ty variations down to 18-25
foot seconds, chronographed. In his pet
.3 58, he uses a 200 gr. round nose Hor­
nady with 36 grains of 4198 on chickens.
H e goes up two grains for pigs and tur­
keys, and for the rams, switches to a
250-gr Hornady and 34 gr . 4198.

In .308, he likes a ISO-gr. Hornady
ro und nose bullet ahead of 32 grains of
303 1 for chickens. He adds two grains of
powder for pigs, and two more for tur­
keys . Come ram time , he switches to the
H ornady 220-gr. round nose and 35 gr. of
3031. This gives him 1800-1850 fps ,
compared to 2100 or so for his chicken
load (actua lly, only John would call that a
"chicken load"). He does favor the .358,
tho ugh, for vir tua lly to tal consistency with
hit s anyw here, and a sacr ifice of only
2/ 10" in trajecto ry.

/1 .308 and 7 mm are f lat and
accura te . . ./1

Joh n's XP-I00s all come out looking
terri fic. H e figures that for the money
they pay , his customers should all have a
gun that looks so nice they can show it to
non- shooting frien ds and still elicit oohs
and ahs. Blu ing and fit are top no tch.

I've sho t 'e m, and I know lots of o ther

/IAuthor encourages the use of
the .3 58 above all others . . ./1

target s. Range hos ts responded by going
to heavily armored steel target s designed
to take that kind of abuse. "Loads like the
7mm. Talbo t won't knock over an ar­
mored ram reliably," John believes. "They
some times blow up on the surface. A big,
heavy, slower moving bullet has the decid­
ing facto r in ram knockover: dwell time.
The longer the bullet stays together and
cont inues piling up and pushing against
the target surface, the more certain you
can be of the ram go ing over. In essence,
the guys who forced the match sponsors
to go to armo red targets that last indefi­
nitely, are losing now beca use their small
bull et s won't dig into the harder surface.
There's no dwe ll time. The animal does

pounds . By the same formula, a .44 Mag­
num Smith & Wesson with factory fodder
has abo ut one-four th the kick of the 90%
.4 58. It feels that way when shooting it,
too. Wh en I fired it fro m the Creedmoor
positi on with the barr el acros s my calf,
a'la'Skip Talbot, the reco il was throwing
the gun up to within ten inch es of my
shooting glasses. This gun co uld hurt
som eon e who didn't know exactly what he
was doing, and Towle is well aware of that
fact. "I built it mostly for the hell of it, just
to show it could be don e," he says. "I have
a rid iculou sly high pri ce on it , partly to
discourage peopl e fro m buying them . I' ll
do everything I can to stee r a customer to
the .3 58, which has very contro llable re­
coil and more than eno ugh power for the
silho ue ttes."

To that last state me nt, I can heartil y
attes t. I recently ran one of J ohn's two­
hand ed Wich ita .3 58s ove r half a course,
and was impressed by both the accuracy
and the power. I dropped all the chicke ns
and pigs, blowing most of them off so
violently that we found them lying abou t a
foot and a half behind their ped estals
whe n we went downrange. Th e turkeys,
which I have the most trouble with, went
do wn decisively save for one I had a bad
sight picture on. All the 200 yard rams
dropped like shooting gallery ducks, and
all but th e last were hit within 2Y2" of
whe n we went downrange. Th e turkeys,
which I have the most trouble with, went
do wn decisively save for one I had a bad
sight picture on. All the 200 yard rams
dropped like shooting gallery ducks, and
all but th e last were hit within 2Y2" of
point of aim. Th e last ram I hit badly, in
the rear leg. H ad I been shooting my
Production Class .44 Mag, I'd have writ­
ten it off. Incredibly, what happ en ed in­
stead was that the rear leg swung away
und er the 250-gr ain Hornady's imp act ,
the forty-pound sheep did a long piro­
ue tte on its front leg, and the met al critter
fell end over end int o the dirt. "Now,"
J ohn to ld me, "yo u can belie ve me when I
tell you that I've never hit a ram anywhere
with the 250-grain .358 and not taken it
over." .

Wai t a minute, says the reader, if this
concept is so great why aren't people like Skip
Talbot, the national champion and the best
shooter the sport has yet produced, using it ?
Well, sports fans, it 's like this. Skip and the
other Westerners went to shortened rifle
rounds like the .308 X 1Y2" and the 7mm .
Talbot becau se th ey wanted near-rifle
power and velocity with out uncontroll­
able recoil, and they were sure that full
rifle rounds of .30 and .36 caliber would
be mor e than pis tol or shoot er could han­
dle. They wer e and are sup er accur ate and
powerful, knocking over the early stee l
rams with consistency that clearly out­
stripped the .44 Magnum.

However , Towle relates with an un-

(Contin ued/rom page 47)

TOWLE T-N-T

Tennessee residents add 6% Sales tax. Send
check or money order to:

President Andrew Jackson owned many firearms
during his career as frontiersman, soldier,
statesman and president; however, his personal
pocket pistol was his constant companion until
percussion replaced flintlock. This rare Kentucky
Flintlock Pistol, circa 1812, was discovered on a
roof rafter during storm damage repairs to the
west wing of the Hermitage, Jackson's former
estate in Nashville,Tennessee, on September 30,
1968. The pistol wassubsequently placed in the
museum on the Hermitage grounds, where it may
be seentoday.
Much conjecture exists as to how the pistol
found its way to the rafters. One theory suggests
that during rebuilding of the fire-gutted Her­
mitage in 1834, it wasstolen and concealed in
the rafters ofthewestwing, the only undamaged
section. When President Jackson found it miss­
ing, one can imagine his wrath, swearing "By the
Eternal" to have the hide of the thief. Small
wonder thelatter never dared recover it.
Th is buckle hasbeen struck to commemorate the
discovery and preservation of this important
historical artifact. Finished in brass, just as the
metal portions of the original pistol, the buckle

_shows detail ofboth sides of the pistol, in relief,
on a plain background. The buckle is 2" x 3V4"
and will fit beltsupto 1%".

President Andrew Jackson owned many firearms
during his career as frontiersman, soldier,
statesman and president; however, his personal
pocket pistol was his constant companion until

LEARN
The New Pistolcraft

At Jeff Cooper's
API Training Center.

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting
applications for training of police, military and
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the
new 120-acre training center. Basic course
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit
single, multiple and moving targets ; to move cor­
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re­
spond properly to the unexpected; and much
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive
pistolcraft.

FOR8-PAGEBROCHURE, SEND $1 to :

The American Pistol Institute
Box 401-E, Paulden. AZ 86334



NAZ I-Collectors M-43 Style
Black S-S Caps. Only $ 14.00
Po stpaid . O rde r your size
NOW. Our 224·page fully il­
lustra ted cata log only $2.00
(free wit h order) .

W.W. # 2 LJd (G) Box # 2063
St. Louis, MO. 63 I S8

New stainless steel barrel & accuracy
bushing 10 matcn . National Match quality.
Guaranleed $68.00 PP.
New Stainless steer Browning Hi-Power
barrel Match quality . . . . $78.00 PP.

ALLOW B TO 12 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

BAR·STO PRECISION MACHINE I
l, 633 S VictOry Blvd . • Burbank. Calif 91502 I

. Full y
Adi u'slable,

uses tac torv f r ont
sight. Ma t! Black

Oxide or Sat i n Nickel.

Wit h Plain L~a f $45.00
With wh il e'outl ine lea f $47.50

Miniature Machine Co. , Dept. AH
210 E. Poplar

Deming, New Mexico 88030

ON ·TARGET

NIckel
add $6 .00

MMC ADJUSTABLE PISTOL SIGH
Combat. Design

forS8iW,M-39~~S9

In our September/October issue in the
art icle ent itled Super "4 Teens" by J. D .
J on es , th e lo ad listing for th e 14 "
Th ompson Contender at the bottom third
of the chart should have been head ed .15

NOTICE OF
CORRECTION

off and experienced for yourself its easy
controllability, its superb accuracy, and its
unsurpassed knockdown power on the
busin ess e nd, you 'll understand why no
on e who kn ows T-N-T guns is lifting
eyeb rows anymo re, except in apprecia­
tion. Right now, most of the silhou etters
who buy T-N-Ts are plunking down their
buck s for XP-lOOs, starting at $575, and I
have yet to meet one who regr ets the
transacti on.

Towle's addres s is T-N-T Arms, P.O .
Box 387, Con way, NH 03818. D eliver y
tim e is running 120-150 days. If you're
not a met allic silhou ette buff, but instead
a conno isseur of the superlative and un­
usual , you might want to check with J ohn
o n hi s forthcoming " U ltimate Pi stol
Pack." H e explains, "D an Wesson set an
excellent preced ent with their Pistol Pac,
a qu ality revolver with interchangeable
barrels and stocks. I want to go a step
or two bey ond that, and offer a fine
singleshot, bolt-action handgun in op ­
tion al calibe rs, as well. " The basic pack
will start at four figures and will include an
XP-I00 or Wichita action, four standard
rifle or belte d magnum-chamb ered bar­
rels in asso rted calibe rs, (i.e. , 6mm.,
7mm., Mauser, .308, and .358), a fine
wood hunting stoc k, and a fibe rglas sil­
houette stock, plus co mpe titio n ir on
sights and a Leupold hunting scop e. D e­
livery tim e will be a year minimum and
pri ce , as with N ew H ampshire seacoast
lob ster , is negoti able at the time you come
in to place your order. H e achieves th e
inter changeable barrels on the Wichita ac­
tion by crush fittin g to the receiver on
four receiver ste ps, so th at whe n two
socke t cap screws are rem oved , the barr el
liver y tim e will be a year minimum and
pri ce , as with N ew H ampshire seacoast
lobster, is negoti able at the time you com e
in to place your orde r. H e achieves the
interchangeabl e barrels on the Wichita ac­
tion by crush fittin g to the receiver on
four receiver steps , so that when two
socket cap screws are removed, the barrel
is only hand tight. Since all barrels have to
be conto ured to .00 1" on the outside to fit
the bedding, the ultra premium price is
und erstandable.

Ther e are lot s of peopl e out ther e doing
XP-I00 co nve rsio ns . I've played with
Skip Talbot 's match gun, and it impresses
hell out of me, but I have to think Towle
is right up th ere with the best in thi s area
of custo m handgun building. H is concepts
are perhaps the most dra matic and excit­
ing ... and effec tive , against th e new sec­
ond ge ne ration of supe r-hard stee l silho u­
ette s. An yon e thinking of an Unlimited
Class XP- lOO sho uld chec k out a T-N-T
gun before makin g the final, expe nsive
dec ision. It 's an .....
excellent cho ice. ~



ASTRA CONSTABLE

ca rtridge from the magazine clip to the
cha mber from which it will be fired .
There is, under suc h a circumstance , a
comparative ly long and often damaging
trip for carefully prepared ammunition.

Hav ing acknowledged for foregoing,
our review shou ld include a look at the
mouth of the .45 auto hull along with a
thought toward the mann er in which it
inde xes inside the chamber in ord er to
set correct headspace. The pro vision of a
ste p around the far end of the chamber
aga ins t which th e mouth of th e hull
comes to rest establishes headspace . For
this reason , it is recommended that no
apprec iable chamfer be cut on the out­
side of the rim; an inside chamfer to aid
bullet sea ting is recomm end ed .

The need for the ca rtridge to withstand
being slammed fro m clip to chamber
while traveling up a more or less steeply
inclined.ctamn__= _.rhe .mnsr .demandinz
side of the rim; an inside chamfer to aid
bullet sea ting is recommended.

The need for the ca rtridge to with stand
being slammed fro m clip to cha mber
while traveling up a more or less stee ply
inclined ramp - the most dem and ing
part of the total ca rtridge movement re­
ferred to in the term , transport factor ­
calls for a bullet contour that involves a
minimum of abrupt angles . Ignorance of
th is exigency will result in jamming.

There also is good reason to pledge
attention to consiste ncy of case trim
length and, as well, to limitations of car­
tridge length . And, finally , the roll-type
crimp used with revolver cartr idges is
definitely not to be applied to the au­
toloader round for reasons that should be
appa rent upon recalling the remarks re­
ga rding cha mfer ing and head sp ac ing
method . A mod er at e tap er crimp ­
applied with a taper-cr imp die so as not
to affect head spa cing - is recom­
mend ed .

Obse rva tion and personal experience
have caused me to realize that one tends
to shoot with the sa me care he exercises
in th e prep arati on of hi s handload s:
sloppy handloads encourage a negligent ,
and ofte n da ngerous, att itude toward
shoo ting while diligence at the loading
bench tends to sustain itself, both in the
field and at the target range.

If , in the optimum circum stance , every
shot is to result in a full measure of accu­
racy and terminal effectiveness , it should
L 1 ~ _ _ ..J .L _4- ...L 1 __ ...=_ _ ~ C _ ~ •• • ....J _ _

By DAN COTTERMAN

Handloading_

Not too long ago our reader survey
brought to light an un surprising

fact : The .45 auto rank ed Number One
on the buy-ne xt lists of the majority of
handgunners who res ponded. This con­
firmation of popul arity provid ed more
than a sufficient excuse for me to return
to these pages with additional inform a­
tion on handload ing one of our most for­
midable combat and sel f-defense ca r­
tridges.

Our first look at feedin g this heavy­
hand ed and chall enging artillery piece

Here's the Colt .45 Auto Gold Cup .

came when, in the September /October,
1977, co lumn, I dev oted attention to
" the need for catering to certain pec­
uliariti es of the gun." There was an ef­
fort to demonstrat e the impor tance of the
shape and dimension s necessary to the
successful function of .45 auto ammo
within the gun. Stress ing what we might
ca ll th e mech ani cs of preparing car­
tridges for auto load ers nec essit ated
devoting only slight atte ntion to bullet
perform ance and powder charges. This
time we' ll take a more thorough look at
what goes inside and on top of the .45
auto handload.

First , however , a brief review is in
order for the benefit of those who do not
have back issues at hand , as well as for
anyo ne who was with me then but has
not yet had an opportunity to put my
suggestions to use. As a prelud e to dis­
cuss ing handloading for the .45 auto , I
am going to mention one significant point
purely on the basis of its mnemonic
value: I refer to the " transport factor," a
C. _ ~_ ...= .1= ... _ _ 1 1 __ ... _ I _ _ ..J _

CHARGING THE .45 AUTO

(Contin uedfrom page 27)

Select Your

LOG

DI15COVIA III
AIL.ADIING

HI-COMPRESSION
22 CAL- PELLET FIRING

AIR PISTOL only S995

Use yo ur c usto m plan or select one of ours .
Cedar or Pine .Log homes , leisure homes,
and cab in s from $3900 . Plan book $3 .50 .
Deal er sh ip info rmat ion pack $5 .

GJfiJdernesl LogHomel
Route2, AHG 19, Plymouth, WI 53073

Please send 0 Dealership information pack $5.
o Plan book $3.50 .

Enclosed is $ _
Name _

Street _
Town _

own and use. Its Spanish ancestry is any­
thing but a det riment , and this gun should
go a long way toward bolstering the repu ­
tation of Espana-made firearms. It 's a real
sweetheart.

Th ere are regrettably few pocket-sized
auto pisto ls of American manufacture on
the market today, and those small .22's
I'm aware of come equipped with rudi­
mentary fixed sights and lack many of the
other niceties featured by' the Astra . Th e
Constab le isn't what you'd call a budget
pr iced rimfire pocket pisto l, but it is
a whole lot of gun ~

for the money. ~

• No Permit Required
• Purchaser must be over 21
• FREE : 50 rounds of Reusable 22 Cal

Ammo and a Supply of Targets
This high compression air pistol slams eight
hard-h itting 22 cal. pellets into its target Without
reloading . Just snap back the bolt , turn the
cyl inder and you 're ready for the next round . A
molded hand gr ip , long barrel , and ring sight
provide unusual accuracy and comfort. Only
$9.95 plus $1 for postage and handling - if COD
send $2.00 good will deposit and pay postman the
balance plus COD charges . FREE ammo and
This 'high .compresslon air pistol slams eight
hard-h ittinq 22 cal. pellets into its target Without
reloading . Just snap back the bolt , turn the
cylinder and you 're ready for the next round . A
molded hand gr ip , long barrel , and ring sight
provide unusual accuracy and comfort . Only
$9.95 plus $1 for postage and handling - if COD
send $2.00 good will deposit and pay postman the
balance plus COD charges . FREE ammo and
targets included. State age when ordering . Not
sold in N.Y.C.
Elan Products Corp . Dept 527AP83
35 Wilbur St. , Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563

.....__ N.y. Res. add appropriate sales ta x ..



SHOOTING
RANGES

SINCE 1926

POLICE, SECURITY, RECREATIONAL
Full line of indoor and outdoor equipment for

shooting ranges of all types from BASIC to the

most ADVANCED TRAINING . Send for infor­

mation about equipment and design considera­

tiorrs, including a 220 page book on range design.

BASIC EQUIPMENT / ADVANCED TRAINING SYSTEMS

BUY YOURSELF
AMEDAL... OR

SELL ONEI
GUNS CLASSIFlfD

tts
ock

qmpany
Hf;'rretl's
Shooling Star

Genuine walnut
stocks for all
phases of
handgunning

~ gp:~
~rrett:s~
<loc~s.9>.



Actual
Size

4 Y " x 2 '.,"

Send check or money order to :

The .baffling part of this entire drama
existed in the fact that , according to the

"2.7 grains of Bullseye is a very
touchy subject .. ."

type , charge weight , primer and bullet
share at least equal importanc e with the
requirement s alrea dy reviewed .

In the original writing, the mention of
but two different powders was sufficient
to the purpose then at hand . Those two ,
Bullseye and Uniqu e , were considered
good middle-grounders for the .45 auto.
But to co nce ntrate on powders for this
round is to rea lize that the menu lists a
wider choice.

As if to gainsay one of my original
recommend ation s, I must confess at this
time that I no longer use the form er of
the two powders previously mentioned
as being suitable to use in the .45 auto.
Nor, for that matt er, have I co ntinued to
use that powder in any other handl oad .

I hasten to add that I am not necessar­
ily sta ting against the use of long-revered
charges of 2.7 in the 38 Special or 3.5 in
the .45 auto as target charges. The per­
sona l abstinence of caution has arisen as
a result of a niggling thought that has
rattl ed around in the back of my memory
for year s.

Th e see d of misgivin g was planted
when , circ a 1962, an acquaintance ­
probably because he knew I was writin g
within the sporting fire arm s press ­
came to my office (right arm in a sling ,
hand band aged) to show me what , ac­
cording to his since re testimony , had
been the ca use of his injury . The evi-
,.I , + : 0 : -s» 11 1 : .....

when , circa 1962, an acquaintance ­
prob ab ly because he knew I was writin g
within the sporting fire arm s press ­
came to my office (right arm in a sling ,
hand band aged) to show me what , ac­
cording to his since re testimony , had
been the ca use of his injury. The evi­
den ce was co nta ined in a small plastic
bottl e: it was the twi sted remain s of a
brass (that is, unplated) 38 Spec ial hu ll.
Th e injured had managed to recove r
perh aps six or seven ragged frag ments.

(Continued fr om page 62)

HANDLOADING

Includ e SI 00 for shipping
Californ ia res iden ts add 60/ 0Only s7.95

* QUALITY LEATHER BELTS *
Available in Brown or Black - Add $6.95

$

THE
DEFENDER
HOLSTER AND BELT

[amrence

• Finely detailed pewter finished buck le.
• Exceptionally well cast.

• Fits al l standard belts.

BELTBUCKLE

Superb Qua lity

3-Dimensional

co m p le ~~o ~ys t ems GAJ... ....$79.95 ; "'.---. " .
A " ~

WRITE FOR FREE • ~. __ oo . " •

TEST REPORT :

CUSTOM CH RONOGRAPH CO .-A
At. 1 Box 193-A Tonasket, WA 98855

Coming . . .
MARCHIAPRIL ISSUE

WESTERN SINGLE ACTIONS

CAMOUFLAGE LEATHER!
Plus other unique finishes
and advanced designs for

• Holsters' Belts· Rifle Slings
SEND FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE

RANGER LEATHER PROOUCTS
Marketed ExclusivelyBy

fYJ~~~.
1602Stenimons, Su iteC- 12

Carrollton, TX75006 (214) 245-7911

handloader's statement , he had merely
picked the offending round up from his
bench when it expl oded in his hand . It
had contained 2.7 grains of Bulls eye ,
he said.

I later lost contact with the man ; the
bottl e of remn ants , although kept in a
de sk drawer for several years , eventually
became lost. But , as I have said , the
misgiving instilled in me because of the
evidence I had seen and the testimony I
had listened to , lingered on to pop up
now and then as I handled 38 Special
rounds I'd charged with the customary
2.7 grains of Bullseye .

When , in the November/December
printing of TH E AMERICAN HAND­
GUNNER , Jeff Cooper, soberly and re­
se rvedly, reported on revolver blow-ups
with similar powder charges , I saw that
the yellow flag that had been waving in
my mind ' s eye all those year s had sud­
denly turned a vivid blue. It was time to
see k a substitute target charge.

Urged on by the same haste I referr ed
to a few mome nts ago, I fee l that it is
only right to sta te that never , in the realm
of first-hand experience , have I had or ,
for that matter, eye-witnesse d , a bad ex­
perience with Bullsey e charge s. I must
join Cooper in his retreat , non etheless.

I also should note that the extreme
co nditio ns of burning-ra te inc rease de­
sc r ib e d by Cooper 's p hy sici st ­
correspo ndent (" . . . a man who identi ­
fied himse lf as a phy sicist " J .c.) , would
doubtl ess not exist in the .45 auto, that
is, using the sta nda rd 3.5 grain s with a
185-grain semi-wadcutt er target bullet.
The blow-ups reported to Cooper refer-
_ _ .J. ~ "')0 C'_ ~ .....: ....1 _ ...... . , ~ . . ...... _ ,.., ...... .... 1. , ...... .... ..-t +..... .... +

s c r ib e d b y Cooper 's p hysi ci st ­
correspondent (" ... a man who identi ­
fied himse lf as a phy sicist " J .Ci ), would
doubtl ess not exist in the .45 auto, that
is, using the sta nda rd 3.5 grain s with a
185-grain semi-wadcutt er target bullet.
The blow-ups reported to Cooper refer­
red to 38 Special revolvers only , and that
prob ably because of more frequ ent use.
It is not unreasonable to infer that a simi­
lar disaster might occur with a 38 Special
autoloader since the anomaly appa rently
exi st s within th e ca se-volume versu s
charge-weight combi nation , not the gun .

I still feel the same confidence I hav.e
always felt when it comes to loading
Unique and my ea rlier praise of 7.0
grain s of that powder behind a 200-grain ,
swaged , half-jack eted , cavity-nosed bul-

____ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ___-'- , let sta nds unalter ed . if, in some far-
fetc hed event , we were to be left on th is
planet with but a single propellant for
rifle , handgun and shotgun alike , Unique
would live up to its name.

However , the story of full-scale hand ­
loading of the .45 auto should include a
sufficient variety of propellant s to match
the gun' s ver sat ility . Several of those of­
fered by each of a half-dozen or more
maker s will extend its usefu lness well
beyond the comp aratively meager glean­
ings to be had when but one or two
are used.

The same can be said - and perhap s
with greater emphasis - of the selection

, . . r

M~OO CHRONOGRAPH
VELOCITY TEST YOUR RELOADS

M~OO CHRONOGRAPH
VELOCITY TEST YOUR RELOADS

--III-•
~ -­••••The Lawrence Oelender#32. is handlilled over exa ct •

Adeluxe matchingunit ce- form of gun. Available at
signed 10 be worn under dealers orby mail. •
sports anddress clothes. Write for FreeCatalogon
Belt and holster made with complete Lawrence line of •
special unoiled glazed over 100 holster stylesand •
leather Lined with smooth other shooting accessor ies.
English kip leather Holster •

• THE GEORGE LAWRENCE CO.II.De•A••••0. d.e. 9. 4.1
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et automatics designed
Small caliber , pock. back-up or off-

\ otectlon , as d
for persona pr f r fishermen an
duty police arms or 0 de of ordnance

AmeriCan rna
campers. . I nd easy to clean .
steel. Rugged , rehab e a

. thumb safeties.
Fast action

.22' and .25 caliber
models available
with Blue, Stainless
or Nickel finish . All
with 6-round .
magazine capacity .
Extra magazines
available.

. de endable arms are
Th e same lightweight. tP I finish for those

. t 'nless see
available with s al d e against moisture.
who want that extra e g
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ARiDER AGAlNS1 RUS1
AND CORROSiON

l\\E SlAlNLESS G\VES yOU
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AND CORROSiON
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fact that , un fortunat ely , see ms to ex ist
without respect to the cartridge being
loaded .

It is , of course , economically imprac­
tical to ex pe riement with every bullet­
and-pow de r-cha rge co mbina tion in each
of a nu mber of ca rtridges the individual
chooses to handl oad . A broad ening of
compo nent types is possible , nonet he­
less, and is strongly reco mme nded . Bear
in mind that each co mponent of the hand­
load was manufactured with a specificity

of pe rforma nce and purpose bui lt in .
Take full ad vantage of th e spec ific nature
of these products , but always within the
limit ation s set by the manufact urers in
their handloading manu als.

I shou ld confess that , for rea son s al­
ready cited, I have not tried eve ry load
list ed or writte n abo ut in my .45 autos,
nor have I elected to invent hand load s of
a spec tacu lar kind with res pect to in-
\/p r fp n l-ujll sst c ~ n rl en I\ n 'Ac.. n A t p rl i n O H I

limit ation s set by the manufact urers in
the ir handl oadin g manu als.

I should confess tha t, for reasons al­
ready cited , I have not tried eve ry load
list ed or writte n abo ut in my .45 autos,
nor have I elected to invent hand load s of
a spec tacu lar kind with res pec t to in­
verte d bullets and so on, as not ed in my
co mme nts on the 38 Special. (See How
specia l Is The 38? - Jul y/August, 1978,
is su e of T HE AME RICAN H AND­
GUNNER). The design , hence , function
of the .45 au to, as well as the limited
capac ity of its case , are suc h as to render
radi cal experime nta tion more or less un­
profitable .

The incl uded table of handload s is
show n in order to augment the bare min­
imum of da ta provi ded in our initial dis­
cussion of the .45 auto. It shows result s
observed in my guns. The results you see
upon using anyone of these load s in your
guns may be differe nt, espec ially with
res pect to acc uracy. The domin ating in­
tent is to stimulate your int erest and
thereby encourage fur ther expe riments
by yo u.

Good hand load s , by trial and error
(within safe limits), ca n be ex posed for
the benefit of all, but only if we , as hand ­
loaders , communicate free ly. Fo r thi s
reason , I wo uld be parti cul arl y inte res ted
in hear ing fro m rea ders who care to offe r
informat ion and co mme ntary on safe, ef­
fec tive handl oad s fo r the .45 auto, or, for



Doc Arenson, Chairman of NRA Pis­
tol Committee has appointe d a sub­
committee (and Doc' s committees work
and act) , for study of a U.S. Civilian
Team , item s are namely assista nce to un­
supported civilian (or police) shoote r in
tr ainin g, recogni tion and financi al aid
from local , state, regional to nati onal
comp etiti on level support to be given for
t Poqm r" r'\ n"1n p. t i t in. n H li th not h p, r o:1 n n rA n r 1<:l tp

PRO-GUN AMMO

areas , to be see n by more peopl e . Don 't
hide them in wildern ess areas , hundreds
of miles from big popul ation centers , as if
we were training for guerrilla warfare.
Don 't tell me that sad story about your
town being anti-gun and you can 't have a
range close to it ; I read the othe r day
New York City has so man y ranges , no
one ca n get an exact count. If target
shoote rs can put in ranges there , you can

Write ILA at NRA headquart er s for
these pamphlet s , they're as necessar y to
a hand gunn er as a screwdriver, I think
they say it all and refute all the anti-gun
lies; " Ten Myth s Abo ut Gun Contro l,"
" Federal Firear ms Law s ," " Gun Laws
Don 't Redu ce Crime ," " The Right to
Keep and Bear Arms ," " Gun Law Fai­
lures ," The Myth of the Saturday Night
Spec ial." . . .

NRA COMMITTEES TH AT WORK

IINRA may support local,
state and regional ranges"

do it anyw here . If you think you' ve got a
goo d prospect for a range , write Range
Devel opment Co mmittee , c/ o N RA ,
th ey 'll recei ve your co rr esp onden ce
(Will they eve r - believe my becomin g
an NR A director helped bring on the
..... ..... ...+"" 1 .... +_:1 , ..... ' T ..... + ' .... ......... + 1-....... ...."" .......... :.... ...... .......

do it anywhere . If you think you've got a
good prospect for a range , write Range
Dev elopment Committee , c /o NR A,
the y 'll rece ive yo ur co rres ponde nce
(Will they eve r - believe my becomin g
an NRA director helped brin g on the
postal strike .) Let' s not be begging , or
hollering till we're hurting for money ,
remember the NRA ' s just like federal
government , got nothing except what we
give them , so don 't be wasteful.

s

Th e Range Developm ent idea; I think
thi s is a grea t positive more on the
NRA ' s part. A co mmittee has been set
up to provide financial support to local,
state and regiona l ranges. The Northeast
Re gion al Fir earm s E d uca t io n a nd
Mark sman ship Cente r at Cape Cod will
receive $35,000 a year for 7 years begin".

II More emphasis will be
placed on women's awards

and recognition in NRA
competition ..."

Editor's Note:
We herewith introdu ce a new column f or
and about target shoo ters. The auth or,
Lu cy Chamblis s should need no intro­
duction; she has 6 Woman's N ational
Championships to her credit and holds a
lifetim e Ma ster in Bullseye and Combat .
Recentl y elected to the N RA Board of
Directors , Lu cy is active in seve ral NRA
committees . If you like her column, dis­
agree with her comme nts or ha ve ideas
on topics you would like discussed , she'll
be happ y to hear f rom yo u. Write to her
c/o this magazine .

By Lucy Chambliss

HERE'S LUCY •.. A Women's National Champ
And Her New Column

I n my thirty years of competitive shoot­
ing , there is one outs ta nding tr ait

among hand gunners that I have not iced.
Concentra tion is saved for the front and
rear sight, and printed matt er is almos t
totally ignored , whethe r it be match pro-

I n my thi rty yea rs of competitive shoot­
ing , there is one outstanding tr ait

among handgunners that I have noticed.
Conce ntration is sa ved for the front and
rear sight, and printed matter is almost
tot ally ignored , whether it be match pro­
gram s , rule books , future plans for bet­
terment of shooting , or dire ctions to the
range .

The ra nk and file , and let' s face it ,
we ' re not all the Jim Collins or Alice Bull
type organiz er s, won ' t take time to find
out what is really going on in their sport
of target shooting. Hopefully, this col­
umn will highlight and ca psule thin gs
you' re inte res ted in, that need your at­
tent ion , thought and action . There are
man y goo d things plann ed for a shooter's
future . Let ' s star t with . . .

Front Break for the
S&W Model 29 - 8-3/8"
Ruger Super Blackhawk
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fl OlSTE P.S

For complete info,
send selfa ddressed,
stamped envelope to:
LOU RENO
ENTERPRISES
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CHOOSE A WINNER

PPC GUNS BUILT 1 " BULL BARRELS
HANDGUN BARRELS RELINED
HANDGUN CYLINDERS RECHAMBERED
JAY SCOTT GRIPS & COLT PARTS -$10 MIN. ORDER
ssw SIGHTS INSTALLED ON COLT SLIDES

NU-LlNE GUNst::1"\ .
"UNDER RIB" ') . .

\\PPC GUNS BUILT 1 " BULL BARRELS
HANDGUN BARRELS RELINED
HANDGUN CYLINDERS RECHAMBERED
JAY SCOTT GRIPS & COLT PARTS - $10 MIN , ORDER
ssw SIGHTS INSTALLED ON COLT SLIDES
ssw MOD . 28 TO 44 SPECIAL & 45 L.C .

II NEW! mJllr.:::::::=:\ I
"WINNER 44"

NU-LlNE GUNS
"UNDER RIB"

'.

Hand crafted. fully
lined, leg .. hammer
lie down., 24 loop• .
Shipment In 24 Hr • .
$37.50 p.p , Cashier's
check or money cr-

caliber. ~=~;:::~;-:;,~g:tOO
Send $1 .00 fo r complete cata log.
Dealers. please inquire.

AMERICAN SALES & MFG.
BOX 877 AH LAREDO, TX 78040

6" Python Barrels $49.00 prepaid.

NU-L1NE GUNS
1053 Caulks Hili Rd, Dept. AH

Harvester, MO 63301
SENO LARGE S A S E (314)441-4500
FOR BROCHURE (314) 447-4501
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I DEALER IN COMBAT AUTOMATICS I
I By James W. Haag I

Guns currently in stock include Master
Class , Class A and Class B, ava ilable

I in Hard Chro me or Blue finish with I
Smi th & Wesson or Bo-M ar sights .

Also a full line of Smith & Wesson or

I Colt handguns. I
PHONE (704)274-4572(24 Hour Answering )

1270 Hendersonvi lle Rd .. Plaz a So uthI. P.O. Box 5704, Ashe ville , NC 2880 3 ~'-----."



The Undercover.
The smallest,lightest all steel

frame.3S SpI.made intheUS.A.
Still.

Weight Only 16 Ounces
Yet here's real durabi lity, for the frame, cyl inder,
barrel and all critica l moving parts are made of
chrome-moly machined steel. Weight saving alloys
are used only for non-critical parts.

6 Inches Long, 4 Inches High
The Undercover is a pleasure to carry .
The silhouette is thin and the butt nicely
rounded .

Unbreakable Firing Pin
The pin is made of indestructible beryllium copper.
Add to that a new flame hardened breech face.

Hammer Blocked For Safety
This feature means absolute assurance against firing

8 Groove Button Rifled Barrel
Instead of the conven tional 6, 8 grooves help

achieve an unusually high degree of accuracy.

Rapid Fire Capability
A very short double and single action aided

by a 55 degree hammer arc plus a minimum travel
trigger pull are distinctive features .

Want to know more? Write today for our full color illustrated
catalog with all the details on the Undercover plus our

Undercover .32 S&W, Pathfinder .22 LR, Pathfinder .22
Mag., Bulldog .44 Spl., Bulldog .357 Mag., Police Bulldog

.38 Spl. , Target Bulldog .357 Mag. and Target Bulldog .44 Spl.

Charter Ar'ms Corporation



SIGHT SETTINGS THE HANDGUN MARKET
(Co ntinue d f rom page 66) Class ified ads 25¢ per word insertion including name and address . Payable in advance . Minimum

ad 10 words . Closing date Mar./Apr. 1979 issue (on sale Nov.) is Oct. 14. Print ca refully and mail
to THE AM ERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine . 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego,
California 92108.

our moonli ghting jobs or othe r way s we
suppo rt our shoo ting . thi s is ju st in the
build ing st at e . but th ere is hop e . Think .
yo u might so me time soo n be able to
co mpete on a lev el with th e mi litar y sup­
ported sh oot ers !

Pisto l Co mmittee mee tin g a t Pe rr y
bro ug ht out possibi lity of add ing to th e
" 2 100" ex pe rime nta l pis to l mat ch . a
rap id fire matc h of 8. 6. a nd 4 seco nd
stages but using a single ta rget rathe r
th a n a bank of 5. T he re we ' d be ge tt ing
so me thing j unio r shoote rs co uld defi­
nitel y relate to Int ernati on al co mpetition
a nd do o n any ran ge . Rifle shooting is
turn ing out the junior sh oot er s with their
Internati on al style matches . we hand­
gunne rs need to do th e sa me . we old
ones ain ' t go nna live forev e r.

Mo re e m phasi s will be pl aced o n
wo me n's awa rds and recogn ition in NR A
co mpe titio n. eve n now a wo ma n's per­
petua l pist o l tro phy has been adde d at
Perry (there d idn't use to be one I ca n tell
yo u) . . . I' m c ha ir ma n o f a s u b ­
co mmitt ee in Wo me n' s Po licie s Co mmit­
tee to wo rk with N RA Law Enforce ment
As sista nc e Co m mitt ee (a ll th at ju st
mean s Po lice Co mmitt ee) , to int e rest
more poli cewom en in shooting and N RA
membe rship . We 're losing suppo rt and
mem bers o ut the re no w a mo ng th e man y
wo me n who must qualify with firea rms
in their departments .
Ass is ta nce Co m mitt ee (a ll t ha t j ust
mea ns Po lice Co mmittee) , to int erest
more po licewo men in sho oting and N RA
mem be rship. We 're losin g suppo rt and
mem bers o ut there now amo ng th e man y
women who mu st qu alify with firea rms
in the ir dep artmen ts.

Whe n th e U .S . Int ernat ion al Shoo ting
Cha mpions hips we re moved to Phoeni x
in 1969 , ru mor was then th at the se. the
most presti giou s of our mat c hes and o ur
F ina l Team T ryo uts as we ll. wo uld be
held the re for 10 years. Our lease or
"sentence " co uld be up in 1979. ·1 wo uld
assume this was so me so rt of a rra nge­
men t of repaying Maricopa Co unty for
bu ildi ng the ran ges th at we re the n used
th e ne xt year for Wo rld C ha mpions hips.
Ou r U. S . Internati on al Champions hips
bega n in 1962 a t Ft. Benning . T he Run­
nin g Boar a nd the shotgun sho ote rs ha ve
mov ed th eir mat ch es out of Phoenix and
if eno ugh handgunn e rs feel like I do , I
hop e we can move . Phoen ix is a nice
place to visit . peopl e and hospitality a re
wo nde rfu l, but every thing e lse put s our
shoo te rs at a disad va ntage. T he tem pera­
ture on the ra nges thi s yea r reac hed

. 112- 117 degrees , if yo u move mat ch es to
fall or winter , the wind will blow th e
tar gets o ut of the fra mes . You ha ve th e
cost ly and hazar dou s 50 mile round trip
to th e ran ges from Ph oeni x , no place to
ge t o ut of the heat for relaxing between
the lo ng rel ays . Let yo ur views o n th is
im oo rtant e ve nt be known to the In terna-

BOO KS

Ord er t hese fabulous books from our exte ns ive book club!
Art of En gra ving by Meek, $19.95 . New! Excl us ive book.
PISTOLS OF TH E WORLD by Ia n Hogg and Jo hn Week s.
adv an ce copy S24.95; Pistolsmithing by Nontc. $ 14.95; No
Second Place Winn er by J ordan. $6.5 0; Gun smith Kink s by
Brownell , S9.95; Book of th e Rifle by Olson . 9.95 . Allow
75~ postage and han dlin g for eac h book. cas h wit h order.
Allow 6 weeks for del iver y. Orde r from Guns Class ified
Books. 591 Ca mino de la Rein a , Sa n Diego, CA 92 108.

STATE PISTOL LAWS. latest pistol carrying. purchasin g,
etc .. regu lati ons for all s ta tes a nd FE DERAL GUN LAWS,
Both booklets S3.00. POLI CE EQ 'IPMENT CATALOG
S I.OO Sch lesinge r , 4 15 East 52nd St.iNew York :y 10022 .
Depar tmen t E.

FORT FIZZLE BOOK COMPAN Y. Books On Fir ea rm s ,
Reload in g, Guns mi thing , Fishing, More. List 25e. Dept . 2,
2000 Lester St. , Las Cr uces . N.M. 8800 1

RARE. SCARCE , OUT ·OF·PRINT BOOKS ON FIRE·
A RMS. EDG E D WEA PO NS , H UNTI NG , FI S H IN G.
CATALOG S1.00 REF UNDED. MELVIN MARCHER, 6204
N. VERMO NT . OK LAHOMA CITY. OK 73112

"SU RVIVAL/ DEADLY COMBAT/SELF·DEFE NSE, WIL­
DER NE SS LI VIN G / G UE RRIL LA WARFARE " . ..
TRA INING BOOKS IMAN UALS BEST CATALOG OF
ITS KI D A ' YWHERE $ 1.00 KE HALE IAH· JQOl.
McDONALD , OH IO 44437.

NE W PALADIN CATALOG. Compre hens ive list of U.S.
and foreig n books: gu ns , unu su al wea pons. knife figh ting,
gue rr illa warfar e, explosives, demolit ion, ordnance, se lf­
de fense, technica l manual s, field ma nua ls , field craft, sur­
viva l. Man y unu su a l. hard -to-find books. Send S2.00 for
fascin at in g cata log. PALADIN PRESS , Box 1307·A HC.
Bould er , Colorado 80306.

FREE , Become A Gun Dea ler In Your Own Home! Inst ruc­
tion s , Application Form s; $2.00 or FREE with ATF ew
Gun Deal er s 23 Cha pter Inst ruct ion Course; $4.95 , Fede ra l
Firea rms Laws; $2 .00. Your Sta te Gun Laws; $2.00, Dea l­
ers Directory 500 Wholesa ler s; $3 .50, Week ly Bookk eepi ng
Book; $4.95 , Deal er s Fir earms of Ammun it ion Record
Books; S4 .95 ea .• Class III License Ma nuals, Form s; S3.00.
How To Obt a in Concea led Gun Per mits; 82.00 , How To
Make Legal Explosi ve Bull ets; S2.00, NEW 1979 Book
Cata log Listing Hundreds Of Books on: Survival. Se lf De­
fense. CIA Materi al s. Ordn ance. etc .• S1.00 Refund able ,
FRE E Brochure , Add l or< for 1st Class Posta ge. Ca lif.

ft~~k~PAp~pft£;tf;,~ r~~in;~ :l2·.Jtr~1il~~E?~f{th'~bp~t. !?JW
Gun Deal ers 23 Cha pter Inst ruct ion Cours e; $4.95 . Feder al
Firearms Law s; S2.00 . Your State Gun Laws; $2 .00. Deal ­
ers Director y 500 Wholesal er s; $3.50, Weekl y Bookkeepin g
Book; 54.95, Deal er s Fir ea r ms of Ammunit ion Record
Books; S4.95 ea ., Class III License Man ual s, Form s; S3.00,
How To Obt a in Conceal ed Gun Permits; $2 .00, How To
Mak e Legal Explosive Bull ets; S2.00, NEW 1979 Book
Ca ta log List ing Hundreds Of Books on: Su rviv al. Self De­
fense, CIA Materia ls. Ordnance. etc. , S1.00 Refu ndable ,
FREE Brochure, Add 10",10 for Ist Class Post age, Cal if.
Residents Add 6'.. Tax, W. R. Redd ick, 1923G Abbott. Sa n
Diego. CA 92107.

COL LECTORS

NAZI WAR SOUVE"IRS! Illu stra ted catalog S10.00 bill
(refundablel . Disco. Box 331 ·H, Ceda rb urg . WI 530 12.

GUNS & AMMUNITION

PISTO L PRACTICE WITH PRE CISIO N AIR PISTOLS IS
A GREAT WAY TO STAY SHARP! Shoot indoors or out.
Beem an mat ch models are more accura te th an fir earms a t
10 met er s . No pu mping, no va lves, no C02 (L-st roke cock­
ing + power pistol ar e the secrets .) SPECTACULAR
84· PAGE PR ECISIO N AIRGUN GU ID E/CATALOG SI
(refundable). Over 100 a irg un mode ls (S50·S6001 + 30 dif­
ferent pellets. Th e finest ; never undersold. BEEMAN'S, 47
Pa u l Dr ive, Dept. HG, Sa n Rafael , CA 94903 .

FOR SA LE

BLOW GU NS. AIR PISTOL S. CROSS BOWS. THE POW·
ERF UL. SILENT, ACCURATE WEAPO NS. BARGA IN
PRICE CATALOG 251'. CROSS BOWMAN. BOX 2159GM.
PETALUMA, CA. 94952.

"The Ult imate Guar a ntee , Uncle Henry Pr o-Tr app er 2Bl
Knife. You lose it , Uncle Henry will replace it Fr ee . Made
in U.S.A. Send S12.75 + SI post age or 15e stamp for
cata log to: SILVER DOLLAR ENT.• Box 789, Dept. AH,
Deer Park , Texa s 77536 (TX add 5%)."

GUN EQUI PMENT

"GUNS, T EAR GAS, HANDC UFF S, POLI CE EQU IP ·
MENT BY MAIL, NO PE RMITS REQU IRED. SEN D $1.00
FOR CATALOG TO: LAW ENFORCEMEN T PROD UCTS.
5200 S. SAYRE, CHICAGO , ILL. 60638. "

SILE NCERS: FOR PISTOL S. RIFLES. Pr ofessional con­
st ruct ion plans , Simple, det ail ed , complete drawings, now
available. Sen d S1.00. Ernest E . Box 1I 6G, NY, 11226.

LIBERTY ANTIQUE SIXGU N PAHTS. P.O. BOX 385,
COS COR. CT 06807 ; HAS PARTS fOI' PREWAR COLT a nd
S&W ; S&W CATALOG - S2.00 ; COLT CATALOG ­
S2.00; BOTH - S300.

CUSTOM HANDGUN GRIPS. Finest qu ality grips at rea­
sona ble pr ices! Good se lect ion of ha rdw oods - prompt de­
live ry. For free brochu re wri te : Spegal Grips, 17330 NW
Walker Road , Bea verton , OR 97005.

GUNSMITHING

Police Combat revolver s built on Smith & Wesson . Schone
Tool. 309 13th Avenue West , West Fargo, North Dak ota
58078 .

Your S&W M·28 Conve rt ed to 45 Colt , 44 Mag, SpI.. 44 40.
41 Mag , 38 /40. David Woodruff , Box 5, Bear . Del. 19701.

MISCELLANEOUS

BEE R CAN MORTA R. Complete inform at ion a nd detai led
instr ucti ons , no complica ted mac hin ing, ran ge to 1000
ya rds. In for mati on on burs t ing project iles included. Send
S4 .00. Pionee r Ind ust.ti es, Box 36 , 14A Hu gh ey St. ,
Ma shu a. NH 0306 1.

PYROTECH NICAL: NOW AT LAST. deta iled const rue­
t ion procedures and formu las on man y pyrotechn ica l de­
vices from Blockbust ers to Roman Ca ndles. parts a nd
chemica l se rv ice. For cata log send $ 1.00 to Pioneer Ind .,
Box 36, 14A Hughey si..Nas hua. N.H. 0306 1.

REMEMBER THE OLD ASH CANS. M80 etc? Com plete
detail ed inst ru cti ons on a bove a nd many ot he rs. Send
S3.00 to: Pioneer Ind .. Box 36. 14A Hughey St. , Nashua .
NH0306 1.

INTELLIGENCE LETI 'E R - ESPIONAGE, ASSASSI·
NATION , MERCENARIE S, KARATE. SAMPLE - $1.00
OR $9/12 ISS UES. HORIZONN, BOX 67 , ST. CHARLES,
MO 63301.

CRIMEF IGHTE RS Se nd $1.00 (Refu ndable) For Our New
Poli ce Cata log B·PE C Dept. AH9, 9889 A londra ,
Bellflower , Ca lif. 90706.

100·CARD ADULT BIBLE GAME . .. Ent ert a ining! Edu­
cational! S1.00. Scr ipt gam es, 5837-J Stewart, Syl vania.
OH 45360.

FIR EWORK S. ew 1978 Catalog, $1.00. Buckeye Pire­
MUI(jJ~t{r. rv.; 1 ~ ... 0" 0 ..... ')? n nn..finl..l () l-t AdA 1 1

CRIMEFIG HTERS Send S1.00 <Refundable) For Our Ne w
P ol ice Ca ta log B· PEC Dep t. A H9 , 9889 Al ond ra ,
Bel lflower , Ca lif. 90706 .

100·CARD ADU LT BIBLE GAME . . Entert a in ing ! Edu­
cat ional! $1.00. Scr iptgam es, 5837-J Stewa rt , Sylvania .
OH 45360.

FIR EWORK S. New 1978 Cata log, $1.00 . Buckeye Fire·
wOl'ks Mfg. Co.• Inc. P.O. Box 22. Deer field , OH 44411 .

C.I.A. AGENT. RETIRE D, REVEALS ALL' Lock Pick ing ,
Sa fe Mani pulation - Alarm Syst ems Compromise, Ca r
Repossession , Compute r Theft , Phon e Ph rea king, Buggin g
- MUCH ~10RE ! Comp let e line of Pro fessi ona l EQU IP·
~1E:\T a nd Techn ica l Ma nu als . Send SI .00 (refundable) to:
:\EP , P.O. BOX 8741·H, Atl anta . GA 30306 . :\OW WHILE
YOU STILL CAN.

"HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION - 20,000 people will be
murder ed in the United States t his year . Qualifi ed inv est.i­
ga tors needed . Complete home study course by mail. Send
$9.95 to Na ti onal Acad emy of Homicide Invest iga t ion,
5200 S. Say re , Chicago, IL 60638,"

CUSTOM EMBROIDE RE D EMB LEMS, your design , low
minim um. Identi fy , promote , reward wit h em blem s. Fr ee
booklet. Emblems, Dept. 93 , Littl eton . NH 03561.

FIREWORK S MAKE YOUR OWN ROCKETS. M80's ,
FOUNTAINS , MANY MORE. EASY INSTRUCTIO NS
$3 .00. MICHAE LS, 323 A S. FR ANK LI N #804, CHI·
CAGO. IL 60606 .

ATTENT ION G UN CLU BS . SHO RT RUN C USTOM
BUCK LES WITH YOUR LOGO MY SPECIALTY. SOLID
SA ND CAST S I LI CON BRONZE BU CKLE S ALL
HAND·FIN ISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE . 1225 MAN·
ZANITA. DEPT. AH. LOS ANm:LES, CA 90029

FIREWO RKS Catalog chock full of super items! Fu se. Send
S1.00 (refundable) to Apogee, Box 5618-H, Chicago, IL
60680 .

UNLIMITED SILHOUETTE PISTOLS
By Jack Dever

Complet e guns available in the following configurations...

e XP·l 00 (Rear or For ward Trigger)
e Shilen Act ion (Rear Trigger)
e Wichita Action (Forward Trigger)

All conversions featu re Bench Rest quality barrels, Bench Rest
acc uracy J'lnd fihP.rala ss sto cks.



W,ife TODAY
FOR OUR

NEW, FREE CATALOG!
Read the specifics. Learn how one hunting
handgun can outclass the others and provide
inte rch angeab le barrels for 21 DIFFERENT
CARTR IDGES.

~,
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS I
Farmington Road, Dept. TAH 1 I

Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 J, ~- ----------------

EASO'NSI

Featuring a 14" Bull Barrel , Beavertail Forend , Special
Grips and Adjustable Target Sights, this hand~un offe rs a
maximum in down range advantage. Add to th is the
terminal ball isti cs of six workhorse calibers; .30 Herrett,
.30/30 Win. , .357 Herrett, .35 Rem., .41 Magnum and .44 .
Magnum and you begin to see what Si lho uette and Hunting
performance is all about!

For the NEW
CONTENDER
S~'

r 1 "0. lea ther. . .. .. SHOOT B~.aUE~ BOOS. ""FG '0 ~~;i~:~Sce.. ,,~ 1"\" IYl .~. sin c e 1 898

: ./ WITH ~ .. ~ u~ _ _-- , • •• ,-", I
.30/30 Win ., .357 Herrett, .35 Rem., .41 Magnum and .44 . Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 J
Magnum and you begin to see what Si lho uette andHunting, ~performance is all about! _

SHOULDER
HOLSTERS

/1

---Fast draw shoulder holster. Op en
front for super-fast draw. Fits
nearly all guns. Sprin g c lip for
gun sec urity and qu ick re lease .
Oil f inish leather. No. NS
6" and under. . . . .. $18.25

Secret Agent shoulder holster.
Designed for maximum conceal­
ment. For all but a few unu sual
guns. Spring c lip for gun sec urity
and q uick re lease . Oil finish
leather. No. K
6" and under . . . . .$18 .25
Over 6" bbl . . . . . . . . . 20.25

v" Send check or money order for full amount due with order.
v" When ordering holsters please state exact barrel length of gu n,

gun manufacturer and model number.
v" Add $2 .00 per holster for handling and shiooing.
v" Get Brauer mini-catalog &price list. $1.00
v" Missouri residents add 5%sales tax .
v" Availahlp. t h ro u n h rlp.alp.r!; nr rlirp."t frnm m a n " fa " t " r ., r

FORMER W ORLD
PRACTICAL PISTOL
COMPETITION
CHAMPION

SHOOT
WITH

RAY

CHAPMAN

AVAILABLE COURSES

FAMILIARIZATION BASIC
INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

nl\\/r"IIAna.lAAI AnAnr ... \. 1

Ray Chapman , former World Pra ctical
(Combat ) Pistol Champion is providing
courses of instruction in pistol craft and
competit ive techniquesat hismodern range
facilities in Columbia, Missouri.

Special courses on the Safe and Effective
Use of Handguns and The CHAPMAN
METHODS for Competition aretaughtalso.
ForInformation Write:



THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY

The complete Single-Volume Comprehensive
Illustrated Encyclopedia of The World's
Pistols from 1870 to the Present Day
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10/I X 14/1
356 pages

PIST OLS OF THE WORLD is the ul timate refere nce manual for the collector or serious gu n buff in-

2000 GUNS (-..~. ,--, ' \ . ~-1' II,( ., J~ I 'I ~ ~ . The complete Single-v~lumeComprehensive " .
OVER <, I 1I'lli'il l '" Illustrated Encyclopedia of The World's

600 PHOTOS I <. I " Pistols from 1870 to the Present Day
10 /IX 14/1

, 356 pages

PISTOLS OF THE WORLD is the ul timate reference manual for the collector or serious gu n buff in­
terested in the modern day pistol. Follow the design, developmen t , operation and perfor ma nce of t he
handgun from the end of the last century. Informative and fasc inating reading. Read how t he exp ira­
tion of many advanced master patents in the la te 1800s led to the deve lopment of most of to day's
modern handguns. See why such names as Colt, Luger, Smith and Wesso n, Browning, Bergmann,
Mauser and Web ley have become legends. And during this sa me period we see sco res of less well-know n
names that produced revolutionary pistols of every shape and size. Every uniqu e, exotic, rare and
otherwise important handgun is represen ted in PISTOLS. Never before has the spectrum of handgun
development been presented with suc h authority and so much detail. Over six hundred illust rati ons
provide the reader with a comparative visual h istory of the appeara nce and workings of every model
worthy of note; and appendices give t he basic data for the pistols and the ir ammunition. A cross index
of model names and manufacture rs facili t ates ready location of any individual pistol. PISTOLS OF
T HE WORLD is a va luable and necessa ry addit ion to any gun library .

Pistols Of The World is the
culmination of years of firearms

ZIPSTATE

ADD RESS

CITY

f"--------- -

r------------- ~ -~--~o Yes, I must have my copy of thi s limited coll ectors edition ,/ :t' '~~- - - - - '"

I
Enclosed IS my check or M 0 for $24 95 plus $ 1 50 postag e / / . .>-. : _ ' I

o MASTER CHARGE 0 BANKAMERICARO /VISA # I , • I, '
I

EXP. ; " .:
SIGNATURE OATE :_ __ ,I,

NAME

I
•



Early advertising art
and tinware are high­
ly popular among col­
lectors. These typical
reproductions of turn-
of-the-century packaging combine both and
make great co llector's Item gifts for the shooters
on your hol iday gift list .

Loaded with nostalgia and the
too-or-the-nne Rem ington "High
Velocity" 22 long r if le ammunition ,
the Old Ti mer t in Is a practical and
thoughtful g ift. Or, buy It to be good
to yourself. Either way, the con­
tents of this unique t in w ill provide
hours of enjoyable shooting and
the empty tin becomes a decorative
holder of cartridges to cufflinks,
coins to cu r ios it ies.

The matching 011can contaIns 3
ounces o f superfine Remington
Gun a ll. Perfect for guns, th is spe­
cial 01 1is also a good lubricant for
sewing machines, f ishing reels or

a~fl~a n\~t¥ gt;lt..
welghtoU.Ttte de$lgn
on t he can matches

the ti n, and me two
make a matched pair of collectibles.

See your Rem ington dealer soon; tnls Is a lim­
Ited offer. Don't mi ss your chance
to get two collectibles, each filled
wi th hlgh-quallty products. Remem­
ber , In the t in you get 475 Rem ing­
ton "High Velocity" 22 long ri fle
cartridges (w ith exclusive "Golden"
bu llets. specially coated to make
them "pocketproof") and 3 ounces
of Remington Gun a ll in the oil can .
And yo u can buy the pair or pur­
chase them separately at partici ­
pating dealers' stores.

Look for this Old TImer display
at your Remington dealer.



.,) U \",lJ a..> l. J.J\- . ~ ... .I. .l.VJ. .l.l\". l. .

Designedfor a widerange
of applications including
magnum cartridges. Very
accurate in cartridges such
as the .243.

Specificallydesigned for maximum
performance in smaller rifle cases

such as the .22 Hornet.

We've got the right number for nearly every reloading
requirement . . .with the kind of ballistic uniformity,

precision metering and clean burning qualities you 'll
find in our famous factory loaded ammunition. Find
out more about the superior smokeless propellant by
writing for the new free Ball Powder Loading Data

Book with information on 600 shotshell, rifle and hand­
gun reloads. Winchester-Western, 275 Wincheste r

Avenue, New H aven , CT 06504 . Attention: Data Book.
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