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On July 4th, 2026, America will celebrate 250 years of being independent.
Delaware 250 is a group helping plan celebrations across the state. This
special anniversary is a time to think about Delaware’s story and how it helped
our country. Delaware’s story began long before 1776 and continues today.
The people of our state have always played an important role in shaping our
nation. This anniversary is a time to remember history and celebrate the stories
that make Delaware and America special.
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A long time ago, the three counties of Delaware were part of
Pennsylvania, but Delaware had its own government and its
own soldiers.

When the colonies started arguing with Great Britain, Delaware
played a big role. In 1776, the Second Continental Congress
met to talk about independence. Delaware sent three important
leaders: Thomas McKean, George Read, and Caesar
Rodney. One stormy night, Rodney rode through thunder
and rain to cast the deciding vote for independence!

The people of Delaware worked hard to support the fight.
They gave food and supplies to the army, cared for sick and
hurt soldiers, and even made shoes and uniforms. Delaware

soldiers were brave and fought in many battles during the

war, even though the only battle in Delaware was the
Battle of Cooch’s Bridge in 1777.




Delaware’s Delegates

Signers of the Declaration of Independence

Caesar Rodney

* Rode from Dover to Philadelphia at night

g through thunder and rain to cast the deciding

vote for independence

* Became Delaware’s 4th Governor
* No picture of him was made while he was alive

George Read

* At first, he voted against independence because
he wanted to stay with Great Britain
* Became Delaware’s 3rd Governor

Thomas Mcekean

* Was one of Delaware’s main leaders who

wanted freedom from Great Britain
* Became Delaware’s 2nd Governor




Ride Rodney Ride!

Caesar Rodney jumped on his horse and rode as

fast as he could for eighteen hours—more than

eighty miles—through heavy rain and lightning.

Normally, the trip would take two days, but

Rodney had to reach Philadelphia before an

important vote. He stopped only to change horses. Rodney burst into Independence
Hall, tired and muddy, still wearing his riding spurs, just in time to cast Delaware’s
vote for independence. Because of Rodney’s ride, Delaware helped the colonies
declare independence, and the fight for freedom began.
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Write & sign your own Declaration of Independence
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Redcoats and Lobsters

During the American Revolution, British soldiers were called Redcoats because of
their bright red uniforms. Patriots sometimes made fun of them and called them
Lobsters, since their coats looked like a lobster’s red shelll Redcoats fought against
the Patriots, who wanted independence from Great Britain. The two sides faced

off in many battles during the war for America’s freedom.

“You, sir, are
a lobster”

PATRIOT

REDCOAT ‘




Dake:

V]
(month) (day) (year)
At , I was jolted awake b'j the sound of
(time of day)
(plural noun) ;
Sergeant barked at us to qget in

(name)

formation oubside the

We were ordered ko march

(place)

Faﬁk‘ed ny

, slung my

(object)

over my back, and grabbed a piece of

for the road.

Along the WAY, we Saw

(type of building)

miles toward

(number)

ko scouk enermy movemenk, 1

(object)

(food)

5, passed a

(animal)

group of

(plural noun)

, and hearly sfzepped i

a pile of

(adjective)

When we arrived, a quard shouted: " !

The are coming.

(plural noun)

(object)

breakth, and shouted,

tighter, took a deep

(plural noun)

(exclamation)

I gri.pped my

Vo

fo
,

(exclamation)



/(Jontinental Dragoons \

Dragoons were soldiers trained to fight on horseback and on foot. They carried
swords and short, light muskets. These cavalrymen also acted as scouts, gathering

Qformo’rion and reporting back to the army.
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Delaware Adventure Bingo

Copeland ford
Air Mobility Maritime John :.e“ )
Fort Delaware and Command Center at the Dickinson s;stczrlcc:
State Park Museum Kalmar Nyckel Plantation ociety
Shipyard Museum
DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED:
Nanficok Rehoboth
anticoke
Governor Ross John Indi Delaware Beach
Mansion Bell House ndian Public Archives Historical
Museum Museum
DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED:
Delaware Harrington
Zwaanendael . old . g |
State Police St Historica
Museum ate House R
Museum Society
Museum
DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED:
Delaware Cannonball Fort Miles
nnon . .
The Amstel o . Historical Area -] Old Town Hall
House Aviation Maritime e
ape Henlopen Museum
Museum House
State Park
DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED:
Hagley Historic Read House Bowers Beach De!uware
Museum and Odessa ore History
Librar Foundation and Gardens Maritime Museum
V4 Museum
DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED: DATE VISITED:

How many of these Delaware landmarks can you visite

When you've visited five in a row, tell someone about your
favorite place and what made it speciall
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Baitle of Cooch’s Bridge

The only battle of the Revolutionary War fought in Delaware took place on
September 3, 1777, at Cooch’s Bridge in New Castle County. General William
Maxwell and his soldiers tried to slow down the British Army on its way to
Philadelphia. This delay helped General George Washington’s army get ready
for the fight ahead.



Battell’s Tavern (The Golden Fleece)

Battell’s Tavern in Dover was the site of one of the most important
moments in Delaware history. In 1787, delegates met here to talk
about the new plan for America’s government, called the U.S.
Constitution. On December 7, Delaware voted yes, making it the
first state to approve (ratify) the Constitution!
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The Battle of Camden

On August 16, 1780, the American Army faced the British in Camden, South Carolina.
On the right side of the battle line were troops from Delaware and Maryland. They kept
fighting even after many other soldiers had run from the battlefield. Their leader, Baron de
Kalb (shown here holding his sword), stayed with them until the very end. When the British
army turned all its power on their line, the brave troops were finally forced to retreat, and
Baron de Kalb was badly wounded.
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/The Sound of Fifes and Drums )

During the war, soldiers listened to drums and fifes to know what to do. The beat
of the drum told them when to turn, march, or even load and fire their muskets!
Music also helped wake them up in the morning, kept them moving during long

.\doys, and lifted their spirits in camp. /.




Privateers for Hire
During the Revolutionary War, British privateers—sailors with permission
from the king to attack enemy ships—raided towns along Delaware’s coast.

To fight back, Delaware’s leaders hired their own privateers. These local

sailors used their ships to guard the Delaware Bay and River and protect
nearby towns.

Imagine you're a Delaware privateer!

What would you name your ship?
Draw a picture of your ship and the flag you'd fly.



Delaware’s Liberty Bell

Delaware’s Liberty Bell is on Legislative Mall in Dover. It was made in France
in 1950, along with a bell for every state. The bell looks and sounds just like

the original Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, which rang to celebrate American
independence in 1776.
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New Castle Court House

New Castle was the first capital of Delaware. It was here in 1776 that the people
of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties declared independence from both

Pennsylvania and Great Britain. The New Castle Court House is one of the oldest
courthouses in the United States and has been the site of many important events
in Delaware’s history.
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/Washington Crossing The Delaware A

Just north of Delaware, General George Washington, the leader of the Continental
Army, secretly crossed the icy Delaware River from Pennsylvania into New Jersey
with his troops on Christmas Night in 1776. After a long freezing trip, Washington
and his soldiers surprised the enemy and won an important battle the next morning.
\It was a brave and very cold adventure that helped America win its freedom! .




Patriots v.s. Loyalists

Not everyone in the colonies agreed about breaking away from Great Britain.

Some people were Loyalists, or Tories, who wanted to stay part of Britain.

Others were Patriots, or Whigs, who wanted independence and a new country.

At first, most colonists were Loyalists, but by the end of the war, many had

become Patriots.
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Fightin’ Blue Hen Chickens

During the Revolutionary War, soldiers from Delaware brought along some game
chickens from Kent County. These birds came from a famous Blue Hen known for
being strong and brave in fights. The Delaware soldiers were so fearless in battle
that people started comparing them to their fighting chickens—and that's how
Delaware got its nickname, the Fightin’ Blue Hens!
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What is a Delaware Hundred?

The idea of a hundred came from Great Britain. In the late 1600s, William

Penn used this system to divide Delaware’s counties into areas of about one
hundred families. Each hundred was used to collect taxes and hold local
meetings. Delaware is the only state that still uses hundreds today!
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Black Delawareans

;A. Black Delawareans were an important part of the fight for independence. Some served as
. -|  soldiers and drummers in the Delaware Regiment. Others worked on farms, carried food and
\ supplies, or helped care for the sick and wounded. They fought for freedom even when they

/
~ 4] did not have the same rights as others.

s Did You Know? Edward Harmon was a free Black soldier from Sussex County who fought
{ bravely in the Revolutionary War. He served until the end of the war and later received a
'\ special pension for his service.

 Women of Delaware Washed Clothes N
Women played a big part in the Revolution! Helped The Sick i
They cooked for soldiers, sewed uniforms,
and cared for the sick. Some traveled with Cooked Meals &
the army as “camp followers,” helping
wherever they could. Others ran businesses, Match the Job!
farms, and taverns while their husbands Draw a line to match each woman’s job
were away. with the tool she might have used.

/Helpers From Spain

Delaware wasn't alone in the fight for independence. People from other countries helped
too! Spain sent supplies and soldiers, and a Spanish leader named Bernardo de Galvez
helped fight the British along the Gulf Coast. The fight for liberty reached far beyond
Delaware’s borders!

Fun Fact: Spain’s Governor Bernardo de Gdlvez sent food, guns, and soldiers to help the
American cause.

1> Many People. One Revolution

2 ¥ The American Revolution wasn't fought by just a few famous leaders.
‘ People of all backgrounds helped in the fight for freedom on the
I 4 ‘ battlefield, at home, and across the world.
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The First Delawareans

Long before the American Revolution, the Lenape and
Nanticoke peoples lived across the land we now call
Delaware. They built villages near rivers, fished,

hunted, and grew crops like corn and beans.
Land of the

During the Revolution, they worked to protect their land Lenni-Lenape
and people. Some built friendships with nearby towns,
while others moved away to avoid the fighting. Both

nations kept their traditions alive.

Land of the
Nanticoke

Think About It!

If you lived during the American Revolution, how would you help the fight for freedom?
Would you carry supplies, write letters, fight in battle, or care for the soldiers@
Draw or write your answer below!




1. Cooch’s Bridge was the only Revolutionary War battle fought in Delaware.

True False
2. The Delaware Continentals nickname was the Fightin’ Blue Crabs.

True False

3. Caesar Rodney rode a horse in the middle of the night to Boston.

True False

4. Dover has always been Delaware’s state capital.
True False
5. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence.
True False
6. Delaware citizens provided food and supplies for the army.
True False
7. The soldiers used walkie-talkies to communicate with each other.

True False
8. Baron de Kalb signed the Declaration of Independence for Delaware.
True False

Q. The British used privateers to attack Delaware’s waterways.

True False

10. British soldiers wore blue coats.

True False

11. Soldiers trained to fight on horseback were called “dragons.”

True False



12. Women who cooked for soldiers, sewed uniforms, cared for the sick, and
traveled the army were known as “camp followers.”

True False

13. Spanish leader Bernardo de Gélvez sent helicopters to help the American
cause.

True False

14. Washington crossing the Delaware happened in Delaware.

True False

15. The Lenape and Nanticoke were some of the first people to live in Delaware.

True False

16. On December 7, 1787, Delaware became the first state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

True False

17. Everyone in the colonies agreed about breaking away from Great Britain
in the 1770s.

True False

18. Delaware’s Liberty Bell has been at Christiana Mall since 1950.

True False
19. Soldiers listened to drums and fifes to know when to load and fire their muskets.
True False

20. Delaware is divided into one hundred British hundreds.

True False

SCORE:
20 correct - Huzzah! You are a true Delaware patriot!

15-19 correct - Excellent knowledege of history!
10-14 correct - You're paying attention! Good work!
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Step Into the Story of Delaware’s Fight for Freedom

Students visiting the Delaware Public Archives
can now play our fun, brand-new board game
while learning about Delaware's role
in the American Revolution!

10 Minutes
2to 5

Research Room Hours - -
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. DELAWARE
PUBLIC ARCHIVES
121 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. North
Dover, DE 19901 n r@ G

Scan the QR Code to download the board game!



To me. Delaware is...

It might be a place, a memory, a feeling. Your thought
on Delaware’s history, or your hope for the future. It
might be food, a song, a family tradition.

Whatever Delaware means to you,
we want to hear it!

The 250th anniversary of America’s indepenence is a
chance to reflect on Delaware’s past and present, and
to look to the future. Write to us and tell us what
Delaware means to you.

'----------

’ DelawareZéQé*
Delaware Public Archives
121 MLK Jr. Blvd. North
Dover, DE 19901

¢ "=

Share your voice and be part of “DE250?




archives.delaware.gov



